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Our work continues as our leadership changes
by Georgia ForestWatch Board of Directors

Jess Riddle may be departing, but we have plans for our work to continue.
 
• Our volunteer District Leaders are stepping up to take on more duties in the 

short term until our new Executive Director (ED) hires a new Forest Ecologist.
• Jess has agreed to do some consulting work for us to help with Foothills 

comments and onboarding for the new ED.
• Our Search Committee (Sue Harmon, Anne Heikkila, Lyn Hopper, and 

Melanie Vickers) has been hard at work screening over 60 applicants for the 
ED position. We worked with a consultant to develop a fair and objective 
screening process.  The result is that we have a strong pool of qualified 
candidates that will now be interviewed during the month of August.  The 
2-3 strongest candidates will give a presentation to the Board and leadership, 
sharing their qualifications and their vision for ForestWatch going forward.  

• Board President Anne Heikkila will serve as Interim ED.
 

We want to thank you for your generous support during 
these pandemic times, the past year and a half.  Due to 
the virus, we called off our spring fundraising event, Wild 
and Woolly, for two years in a row. We also chose not to 
do a 2021 Spring Appeal letter because our members 
had already donated generously to the Wheels for Boots 
Campaign to help us raise funds for a truck. (We are 
pursuing matching grant money from foundations as well 
as contacting car dealers in order to accomplish the truck 
purchase.) We are dedicated to keeping this work going, 
and with your continued support we will!  Thanks in 
advance for your dependable and generous responses to 
our fundraising appeals. You can still donate to Wheels for 
Boots. (https://gafw.org/product/wheels-for-boots/)  n
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WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS!
(May – July 2021)

Save the Date!
Our Georgia Forestwatch Fall Retreat will be held 
Saturday, October 9 at the Large Outdoor Pavilion 
by the beach at Lake Winfield Scott.  We’ll have a 
variety of fun outings/activities in the morning and 
afternoon, from paddles on the lake to a forest 
history walk & talk to a big tree adventure hike.  
We’ll have our program between 11:30 and 1:30 
(lunch included) when we’ll give you an update 
on all our work as well as an opportunity to get to 
know our new Executive Director.  A detailed invite 
will be coming to your inbox soon!  Vaccination 
will be required.  Hope to see you there!
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Contact Information
Georgia ForestWatch

www.gafw.org

81 Crown Mountain Place, Building C, Suite 200
Dahlonega, GA  30533  •  706-867-0051

Georgia ForestWatch is a 501(c)3
nonprofit educational corporation.

Georgia ForestWatch sees a future where people can enjoy forests that 
have reached their full majesty, where intact natural processes support 
healthy ecosystems and thriving biodiversity, and clean streams supply 

water to millions of Georgians. We believe this future requires the 
protection and appreciation of Georgia’s national forests, and the 

watersheds, native plants and wildlife they encompass.

Our mission is to enhance the health of Georgia’s 867,000 acres 
of National Forest by protecting our forests and streams, advocating 

for natural processes and identifying opportunities to improve 
Forest management.

In memory of Bob Kibler
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One of our revered ForestWatch 

founders, Dr. Robert Franklin 

Kibler, Sr., passed away 

peacefully on July 27, 2021 at 

the age of 97.

Bob had a distinguished and 

multi-faceted career in academic 

medicine at Emory University 

and was Chair of the Neurology 

Department in the 1980s.  He retired in 1990 and received the 

distinguished Emeritus Award which honors those faculty who have left 

an indelible mark on the lives of students and colleagues.

In retirement Bob pursued his love of the environment by raising 

Georgia ForestWatch to a federally recognized non-profit organization.  

He became its first Board President and lead fundraiser.  His support 

and encouragement was critical to the early success of ForestWatch and 

he continued to be a trusted advisor until his passing.  We were thrilled 

to be able to honor Bob with a “Lifetime Achievement Award” in April 

2019 before a crowd of over 100 at the Georgia Mountain Treasures 

event at the Chattahoochee Nature Center.  We will miss his presence 

among us, his passion for the forest, his wise counsel in times of need, 

and his unwavering support. 

May all who knew Bob continue to be inspired by the example he set in 

stewarding our forests. n

ForestWatch thanks the following team of staff members, board members, and 
member volunteers who collaborated to produce this issue of the newsletter: Marie 
Dunkle, Mike English, Sue Harmon, Sarah Horsley, Anne Heikkila, Lyn Hopper, 
Andrew Linker, Janisse Ray, Jess Riddle, Cliff Shaw, and Melanie Vickers.
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A recent outing with our partner, Becca Risser, Executive Director 
of the Soque River Watershed Association (SRWA), demonstrated 
the key role of a healthy forest in protecting the water quality and 
the plant and aquatic life of our streams in Georgia. A group of 
ForestWatch members donned water shoes and waders and followed 
Becca into Raper Creek to test water quality and to catch, identify and 
release macroinvertebrates and salamanders.  To assess water quality, 
SRWA tests temperature, dissolved oxygen, and pH.  Participants used 
nets to capture aquatic macroinvertebrates that live in the stream and 
were pleased to find a good variety. Becca noted that Raper Creek is 
a wonderful stream that drains mostly, but not entirely, off of Forest 
Service land.  Our visit revealed a number of species sensitive to water 
pollution including stoneflies, dobson flies, and caddisflies.  The find 
of the day was more than a dozen water pennies, a type of aquatic 
beetle that is very sensitive to water quality, particularly sediment 
accumulation.

Raper Creek flows into the Soque River, a top trout fishing 
destination and a major tributary to the Chattahoochee River, which 

Getting our feet wet: 
Learning about stream ecology
by Melanie Vickers   :   Board Secretary

is the primary drinking water source for metropolitan Atlanta.  The 
healthy status of Raper Creek is due in part to the fact that 89% 
of its stream bank is forested, which helps maintain lower stream 
temperatures (necessary for trout and other aquatic life) and aids 
in filtering pollutants that may flow into the stream from outside 
sources.  Sedimentation entering streams is a major source of 
concern, and the SRWA works diligently to prevent road sediment 
from entering the Soque and its tributaries in the watershed.  

As part of our Clean Mountain Streams campaign and in partnership 
with Trout Unlimited, Georgia ForestWatch has been monitoring 
and collecting data on sedimentation in streams that run along 
several Forest Service roads which are noted to be in poor condition.  
This campaign has already resulted in some new efforts by the Forest 
Service to improve road conditions in some particularly troublesome 
spots.  Read about these successes in our Advocacy Update on page 
8.  A healthy, protected forest means clean mountain streams for 
aquatic life and clean drinking water for Georgians.  n

Becca Riser, Executive Director of Soque River Watershead Association,Becca Riser, Executive Director of Soque River Watershead Association,
shows us which macroinvertebrates are indicative of a clean mountain stream.shows us which macroinvertebrates are indicative of a clean mountain stream.
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Chattahoochee Headwaters inducted into the 
Old-Growth Forest Network

O n May 8th, the Chattahoochee River headwaters area of the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests was formally inducted into 
the Old-Growth Forest Network. Dr. Sarah Horsley, Network Manager 
of the Old-Growth Forest Network, presented a plaque recognizing the 
value of this protected old-growth area to the Chattooga River District 
Ranger Ryan Foote and Zone District Silviculturist Gregg Slezak in a 
ceremony at the Horsetrough Falls observation deck. Dale Caldwell, 
Headwaters Director of the Chattahoochee RiverKeeper, and Nick 
Nichols of the Georgia ForestWatch Board of Directors joined the 
ceremony. 

Valued as the source of Atlanta’s drinking water, the Chattahoochee 
River headwaters area is the first and only old-growth area on the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests to be dedicated as part of 
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by Sarah Horsley and Cliff Shaw   :   GAFW Members

the nationwide Old-Growth Forest Network. Scattered within the 1,500 
acres of unlogged forest in the headwaters area are almost 200 acres of 
outstanding old-growth forest dominated by towering tulip trees up to 
16 feet in circumference and ancient white oaks easily over 300 years old. 
This rare and important old-growth forest area has been preserved forever 
within the Mark Trail Wilderness. 

The mission of the Old-Growth Forest Network (OGFN) is to connect 
people with nature by creating a national network of protected, mature, 
publicly accessible, native forests. OGFN’s program works to identify 
forests for the Network, ensure their protection from logging, and inform 
people of the forest locations. Founded in 2012, OGFN currently 
includes over 130 forests in 24 states. The full list of forests may be viewed 
at www.oldgrowthforest.net.  n

Forest Dedication Ceremony at Horsetrough Falls. From left to right: Paul Horsley, OGFN Supporter; Cliff Shaw, Forest Dedication Ceremony at Horsetrough Falls. From left to right: Paul Horsley, OGFN Supporter; Cliff Shaw, 
OGFN Volunteer; Nick Nichols, Georgia ForestWatch; District Ranger Ryan Foote, US Forest Service; Sarah Horsley, OGFN Volunteer; Nick Nichols, Georgia ForestWatch; District Ranger Ryan Foote, US Forest Service; Sarah Horsley, 

OGFN Network Manager;  Gregg Slezak, Silviculturist, US Forest Service; and Dale Caldwell, OGFN Network Manager;  Gregg Slezak, Silviculturist, US Forest Service; and Dale Caldwell, 
Chattahoochee RiverKeeper Headwaters Director. Chattahoochee RiverKeeper Headwaters Director. 
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(continued on page 11)

focus or prioritization.  This approach sets stakeholders up for future 
controversy, and could still allow thousands of acres of logging and other 
activities in forests that would not benefit from them.

However, there is still a path to focus the project on common ground, 
activities with broad support of many different interest groups.  
ForestWatch has been an active participant in a group working 
to develop a charter for an ongoing Foothills Collaboration.  The 
Collaboration would make recommendations for what should be done as 
part of the project and what the priorities should be.

This collaboration may not sound like anything new, but from 
the perspective of stakeholder involvement, the whole Foothills 
Collaboration has been restarted.  Unlike previous versions, the Forest 
Service is willing to give up significant decision-making power, such as 
which areas should be prioritized for restoration work.  To be effective, 
the collaboration needs clear goals, procedures, and structure (e.g. 
consensus vs. majority decision making), which should be developed 
by September.  Ultimately though, a good project will require ongoing 
public involvement.

Camping Order: The FS is considering a forest-wide order changing the 
rules for long-term camping.  Currently, campers can occupy a campsite 
for up to 14 days, at which time they must move to a different camping 

Around the forest
by Jess Riddle  :  Executive Director

Forestwide

Foothills Landscape Project:  The Forest Service (FS) took the highly 
unusual step of issuing a revised Environmental Assessment for the 
157,000-acre Foothills Landscape Project.  The project’s original review 
in late 2019 prompted over 2,000 public comments, mostly asking for 
change.  

In response to that outpouring of concern and recognizing the 
need to restructure how the project would be implemented, the 
new Environmental Assessment no longer proposes open-ended 
authorization for logging, prescribed fire, roadwork, etc. throughout 
the landscape.  Instead, the revised Environmental Assessment is 
programmatic – it analyzes common elements of management actions 
in the Foothills, but does not authorize specific on-the-ground action.  
The site-specific authorization will come from separate streamlined 
Environmental Assessments that will stay within the broader bounds 
of what is analyzed in the revised Foothills Environmental Assessment.  
The bottom line is the public will have site-specific information before 
the Forest Service makes the decision to cut, burn, or apply herbicide 
to any patch of forest.

This new approach is a major step in the right direction, and addresses 
major legal issues with the original plan.  Unfortunately, the current 
plans still contemplate managing all aspects of the Foothills with no 
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ForestWatchers investigate areas proposed for harvest in the Early Successional Habitat Creation Project.ForestWatchers investigate areas proposed for harvest in the Early Successional Habitat Creation Project.
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Natural processes and why they matter
by Michael English  :  GAFW Member and Forest Advocate

We hear many terms in relation to the National Forests, State 
Parks, and the numerous Wilderness areas we enjoy in Georgia.  One 
of those is “natural processes.”  What are natural processes, why are 
they important, and how can we ensure that natural processes take 
place?

There are many definitions of natural processes, but simply stated, 
they are processes existing in or produced by nature, rather than by 
the intent of human beings. In simple terms – leaving nature to take 
care of itself. Natural disturbances such as windstorms and wildfires 
change a forest’s species and structure.  Natural processes happen over 
the centuries following a disturbance as nutrients are recycled through 
growth and decay.

Why is this important and needed? Plant and animal species have 
evolved with natural processes for millions of years creating complex 
ecosystems. When we disturb them there are unintended consequences 
that can be devastating.  Over the last two centuries, forests in North 
Georgia have been logged, farmed, and commercially developed.  
Today, we have very few “old growth” forests left in Georgia. Examples 
include Cooper Creek Scenic Area in Union County, Little Bald 
Mountain in Murray County, Noontootla Creek in Fannin County, 
Blood Mountain in Lumpkin and Union counties, as well as 15,000 
acres of old growth forest that have been discovered in North Georgia 
by Georgia ForestWatch.  The locations of these trees can be seen at 
http://www.gafw.org/interactive-webmap  and in Cliff Shaw’s book, 

Rambling Through Old-Growth Forests Past and Present, available on 
Amazon. 

How do natural processes apply to the designated forest areas we enjoy? 
Human interference is much more limited in a national park or national 
seashore than in national forests or wildlife management areas. National 
forests and wildlife management areas can be used for sustainable 
development by harvesting natural resources – but not national parks. 
National parks are established to conserve the natural habitats of the wild 
fauna and flora with a minimum degree of human interference. In fact, 
the National Park Services mission is explicit to this point, “The National 
Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and 
values of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and 
inspiration of this and future generations.” The natural resources existing 
in a national forest can be harvested for economic benefits in such a 
way that the environment and wildlife are minimally disturbed, but 
with competing demands and impaired budgets, the Forest Service is 
challenged to protect all we enjoy. 
 
How can you get involved?  Join Georgia ForestWatch!  You can get 
volunteer training and help monitor Forest Service projects on the 
ground both before, during, and after implementation.  Our mailing 
list includes notices for activities, group hikes, and other events. Georgia 
ForestWatch is a voice for Georgia’s natural treasures. Visit our website at 
https://gafw.org/. n

District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Forest Service Contacts

Edward Hunter – Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501   
edward.hunter@usda.gov • 770-297-3010

Ken Arney – Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30309 
ken.arney@usda.gov • 404-347-7930

Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
1400 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington, DC 20250 
1-202-720-2791

District Ranger, Jeff Gardner
USFS Conasauga Ranger District
3941 Highway 76  •  Chatsworth, GA 30705
jeff.gardner@usda.gov
706-695-6736 ext. 102

District Ranger, Andy Baker
USFS Blue Ridge Ranger District
2042 Highway 515 West
P.O. Box 9  •  Blairsville, GA 30512
andrew.baker@usda.gov
706-745-6928

District Ranger, Ryan Foote
USFS Chattooga River Ranger  District
9975 Highway 441 South
Lakemont, GA  30552
ryan.foote@usda.gov
706-754-6221
 
District Ranger, Thomas Dozier
USFS Oconee National Forest
1199 Madison Road
Eatonton, GA 31024
thomas.dozier@usda.gov
706-485-7110 ext. 102
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The Darnell Creek area in Rabun County lies within the 
Chattooga Ranger District and is known for its abundance of lovely 
waterfalls and trout streams. Darnell Creek Road, also known as 
FS 150, winds upward for several miles to a ridge where a public 
rifle range and primitive camping are found in the Forest. For years 
this road has been extremely eroded, making it a popular challenge 
for high clearance 4x4 vehicles and “dirt biking” enthusiasts, but 
inaccessible to many other users.  Numerous illegal user-created 
mud roads leading into the forest also intersect with FS 150, and 
widespread runoff, sediment and gravel are deposited to nearby 
creeks from this road after every rainfall.  

Given that the budget for road repairs on the Forest is sparse, 
prospects for getting FS 150/Darnell Creek Road fixed were not 
good, but last winter ForestWatch selected this road for its Clean 
Mountain Streams Campaign.  We began dedicating time, advocate 
energy and staff attention to get the road problems corrected.  
District leaders and other volunteers put boots on the ground to 
document conditions on Darnell Creek Road.  Letters about the 
road problems were written and sent to a local newspaper, our U.S. 
Congressman, Rabun County leaders and the Forest Service (FS).   
A Georgia ForestWatch (GAFW) field trip was initiated to identify, 
measure and document specific points of pollution from the road 
to streams.  Chattooga District Ranger, Ryan Foote, joined this 

Advocacy makes a difference for 
Darnell Creek Road Repairs
by Marie Dunkle   :   District Leader

field trip and encouraged participants when he described how field data 
collected could be used to support FS decisions about road repair.

On July 10, I led a group of visitors to see the Darnell Creek area 
waterfalls but warned them to be prepared for a long hike up a bad access 
road, since our vehicle was not equipped to handle Darnell Creek Road.  
As we began the drive up FS 150, I was surprised to see fresh gravel.  But 
recalling the impassable trenches ahead, I parked our vehicle below.  As 
we hiked up, I barely recognized this road.  Trenches were filled in and 
the road had been bladed to even out the surface, including fresh gravel 
in many sections. I observed new drainage ditches for rain runoff, and 
old historic roads that had become motorcycle playgrounds into the 
Forest were closed off with newly constructed berms.   I could see that 
additional work and more gravel was still needed, but significant progress 
had been made to improve access and environmental conditions.

The following day I called Ranger Foote to thank him for the work.  He 
related that additional road dips, drainage ditches, culvert repairs, and 
more gravel are planned to complete the project later this year, but for 
the first time in many years the road is accessible for all vehicles. He 
explained that many factors quickly came together to permit FS staff 
to begin repairing FS 150, and he allowed that one of those factors was 
GAFW involvement and persistence.  It’s great to know that the FS is 
listening and that our work with ForestWatch does make a difference. n

Darnell Creek’s worst spots were gully washes like this one.Darnell Creek’s worst spots were gully washes like this one. The USFS responded to our calls for action to The USFS responded to our calls for action to 
improve this road, resulting in blading, new improve this road, resulting in blading, new 

gravel, and berms to deter off-roading.gravel, and berms to deter off-roading.
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Celebrating Jess Riddle
by Sue Harmon  :  Board Member

The ForestWatch family came together at Lake Winfield Scott on July 
30 to celebrate the work of Jess Riddle and to express their appreciation 
for all he has done for our forest and for our organization.  Afternoon 
lake breezes wafted through the open air shelter. Friends reconnected  and 
many stories were shared. Jess was presented with a framed and signed 
print of the cover photo (taken by Peter McIntosh) from the Georgia’s 
Mountain Treasures book.  ForestWatchers signed a guestbook, filling it 
with personal expressions of what Jess’s work has meant to them.  Cards 
and gifts filled the guest book table.  Jess spoke briefly to the group and 
expressed his feelings that the best part of ForestWatch is the people 
and that when the stress of having too much to do would get to him, he 
always felt re-energized to witness the dedication and hard work of other 
ForestWatchers.  He assured us that he won’t be disappearing and that we 
shouldn’t be surprised to see him leading a hike or writing a newsletter 
article in the future. We’ll all look forward to that!  n

Photo credits:  Andrew Linker and Craig BurkhalterPhoto credits:  Andrew Linker and Craig Burkhalter
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Progress for mountain streams
by Jess Riddle  :  Executive Director

The health of a stream reflects the health 
of its entire watershed.  With that in mind 
last December, Georgia ForestWatch launched 
the Clean Mountain Streams campaign.  We 
did not know what the response would be, 
but we could not be more pleased.  Members 
have walked problem roads, called their county 
commissioners, mapped illegal ATV routes, 
talked to their neighbors, and supported each 
other’s efforts.

The result has been major progress on some 
of the worst threats to our streams, which in 
forested landscapes means gravel roads.  In 
response to the campaign, Charlies Creek has 
been helped by Towns County performing the 
first maintenance on Charlies Creek Road in 
years, the Forest Service (FS) blocking access to 
illegal vehicle “playground” areas off the road, 
and the Sheriff’s Department committing to 
increased law enforcement.  On Rabun Bald, 
Darnell Creek Road has seen similar progress 
(See Darnell Creek, page 8).  Finally, gates 
going up on Flatlands Road will allow the FS to 
close off access during wet weather and winter, 
which will slow erosion in the road’s 10-foot-
deep trench.

These successes reflect the hard work of 
individual ForestWatch members, and could 
not have happened without them.  The FS has 
also listened to public input and been a willing 
and valuable partner in these efforts.

With your continued support, we can build 
on these victories.  We plan to highlight other 
problem roads, and we are excited about the 
citizen-science sedimentation survey we have 
adapted from Trout Unlimited.  Please be on 
the lookout for future meetings and outings for 
Clean Mountain Streams. n
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Berms recently erected by the Chattooga River Ranger District along Charlies Creek Road Berms recently erected by the Chattooga River Ranger District along Charlies Creek Road 
prevent illegal off-road vehicle travel and erosion.prevent illegal off-road vehicle travel and erosion.
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We live among trees,
sleep under them, 
pass by and through them,
yet we mostly do not see them.
Mostly we are oblivious.

They shade us, shelter us, envelop us, moisten us.
They give us oxygen.  All day and all night, 
day after day, night after night, 
they breathe for us.

They stand peacefully around us, allowing 
birds and squirrels, bobcats and snakes inside them.
They sacrifice themselves to become our homes, 
our art, our utensils, our furniture.
Turned into paper, they bear our words.
In cold weather they give themselves to keep us warm.
They become host trees, memory trees.

They feed us, offering their seeds, their nuts, their fruit, 
their pomes, their leaves.  They feed the animals we love.
They annoy us, dropping leaves, needles, cones and branches.
They make messes like children, we say.

They protect us from storms.
They protect us from each other.
They shield us, hide us, hold us,
as they shield us, hide, and hold all kinds of life.
They make music for us – percussions, rattles, shivers.
They are wind instruments.
They sough, they weep, they wail and moan, 
they sing.  They call our names.  They creak. 
Mostly we don’t hear them.
They exist beyond us.

Yet they are everything to us.
Without them we could not last.  We could not be.
We are nothing without them.

And every day we destroy them.
We cut them, burn them, run over them,  
scar them, skin them.
They sprout again.
They throw seeds and reproduce.
They coppice.

They never give up.
They never give up on us.
They never give up trying to save us.

area.  Problems sometimes arise when people leave a site for 
just a short period and then return to the same site for another 
14 days.  That practice creates a semi-permanent camp in 
an area without appropriate infrastructure, and that often 
damages areas such as stream banks.  The new order would 
address that issue by requiring people to vacate the forest for 
30 days before camping again.  

Prescribed fire: During the spring burning season, the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest intentionally burned 
about 52,000 acres, which is exceptionally high for the forest.  
Weather often prevents ranger districts from burning all the 
prescribed fire units that they prep, but this year nearly all 
units were burned.  Historically, the FS lit the interiors of 
larger units (several hundred acres) with helicopters.  This year 
they began using drones for ignition, a trend that is likely to 
continue given the poor safety record of helicopters on burns.

Blue Ridge Ranger District
Early Successional Habitat Creation Project: The project plans 
183 acres of intensive logging along five FS roads, most of 
them gated.  The goal is to create habitat for species that use 
areas of young forest.  While ForestWatch advocates for the use 
of natural processes (e.g. fire) as opposed to artificial processes 
(logging), this project is a step in the right direction because 
all of the logging is restricted to areas that have already been 
disturbed and the project avoids core forest areas.  The plans 
still raise some issues about proper analysis of impacts and 
disclosure of information, habitat fragmentation, and spread of 
invasive species, which we pointed out in our comments.

Union County Target Range:  Georgia DNR has approved 
funding for this project.  They will contribute $1.8 million, 
while Union County will be responsible for the rest of the 
estimated $2.4 construction costs.  Noting some changes 
from the original plans, ForestWatch sent a letter to the 
Forest Service asking that they honor all commitments for the 
project, especially lead control and noise mitigation.  

Chattooga River Ranger District
See Darnell Creek (page 8) and Clean Mountain Streams (page 
10) for discussion of recent road work.

Conasauga Ranger District
The Nature Conservancy secured a grant to allow the Forest 
Service to complete renovations on Holly Creek Road that 
will reduce sedimentation.  Holly Creek supports several rare 
species, and the road is the primary threat to water quality.  
The district is also constructing a new trail around Panther 
Creek Falls in the Cohutta Wilderness.  That section of trail 
descends a very steep, rocky slope, and had become obscured 
after the 2016 wildfire in the area. n

TREES
By Janisse Ray

Janisse Ray has been a part of our ForestWatch community almost 
since its inception, donating her time and energy for several of our 
events over the years. This poem was reprinted with permission 
from her new book of poetry, Red Lanterns, published this spring by 
Iris Press, Oak Ridge, Tennessee © 2021. 

Around the forest
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