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J.D. McCrary
Executive Director

From the director
In pursuit of our mission and vision

(continued on page 5)(continued on page 5)

Recently the Georgia ForestWatch (GAFW) board and staff met 
for a full-day retreat to discuss and agree upon our priorities and 
focus for the coming year. GAFW is a small but growing organization 
seeking to increase our collective voice to promote greater reliance 
on natural processes in the “management” of our state’s national 
forest lands. We do not seek growth for growth’s sake but recognize 
expansion is needed to increase our influence in pursuit of our 
mission and vision. While our vision for the organization’s future may 
be optimistic yet achievable, our currently available resources (funding 
and staff time) are finite. 
 
Those limited resources are why it is essential to focus on objectives 
that are core to our mission and have the most significant impact. 
Barring any unforeseen priorities, the board and staff agreed upon 
three external and three internal objectives for 2023. 
 
GAFW external goals for 2023: 
1. Defend the current land status protections, and increase those 

protections for Georgia Mountain Treasures and other sensitive 
areas within the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests 
(CONF).

• Without a new forest plan (2004 is our current version, 
and we are due), we are limited in any widescale 
changes to the current protections. However, by 
commenting on proposed projects, participating in 
the Foothills Landscape Project Collaborative, and 
supporting the geographic expansion of the forest, we 
remain instrumental in how our forests are managed. 
Additionally, GAFW seeks to become more engaged at 
the federal level, where many decisions are made. We plan 
to actively promote the role of carbon sequestration in 
addressing the effects of climate change and advocate for 
a U.S. Forest Service (USFS) budget that prioritizes road 
maintenance and increases law enforcement. In addition 
to defending the role of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and ensuring the upcoming 2023 
Farm Bill addresses concerns that are important to us. 
Many of you will recognize this direction as it aligns 
with our current strategic plan and is consistent with the 
traditional activities you have grown accustomed to seeing 
from GAFW over the past 37 years.

2. Assist the U.S. Forest Service in prioritizing proactive 
maintenance (including law enforcement) or permanently 
closing all roads and trails that aggressively contribute to 
waterway sedimentation upstream, downstream, and within the 
CONF.

•  This objective may sound familiar to those who 
participated in our Clean Mountain Streams initiative. 
Sedimentation is a significant yet addressable concern 
that should be fully funded and prioritized by the USFS. 
Also, under this category, GAFW is very concerned 
about the limited funding for USFS law enforcement 
within the CONF and will use our influence to promote 
budget increases for additional law enforcement officers 
for all four districts. Ensuring our roads and trails are 
well-built and properly maintained is part of the goal. 
The second part is ensuring gates are closed and roads 
are used as intended, which requires additional law 
enforcement.

3. Enhance public outreach, education, engagement, and 
participation of GAFW members, communities, and forest 
stakeholders in the management of the CONF.

• This objective was the most discussed during the board 
and staff retreat, and everyone widely supported it. 
GAFW understands its role in the community as one 
of coordination between our members, the community, 
forest stakeholders, and the USFS. Our goal is to keep 
you informed, intentionally guide you to use your voice 
in forest management, and expand the diversity of those 
who care about our forests. GAFW seeks to partner with 
non-traditional forest stakeholders such as immigrants, 
indigenous, LGTBQ+, and communities of color to 
ensure they have equal access to enjoy our forests, feel 
safe while visiting, and have a say in forest discussions.

Prefer to receive your newsletter 
in electronic format ONLY?

If so, please contact us at 
info@gafw.org or 706-867-0051.
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Contact Information
Georgia ForestWatch

www.gafw.org

81 Crown Mountain Place, Building C, Suite 200
Dahlonega, GA  30533  •  706-867-0051

Georgia ForestWatch is a 501(c)3
nonprofit educational corporation.

Georgia ForestWatch sees a future where people can enjoy forests that have 
reached their full majesty, where intact natural processes support healthy 
ecosystems and thriving biodiversity, and clean streams supply water to 
millions of Georgians. We believe this future requires the protection and 

appreciation of Georgia’s national forests, and the watersheds, native plants 
and wildlife they encompass.

Our mission is to enhance the health of over 867,000 acres of Georgia’s 
national forest by portecting our forests and streams, advocating for natural 

processes, and identifying opportunities to improve forest management.
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GAFW currently has $10,606.92 in restricted reserves from our 
Wheels for Boots 2020 appeal. For those of you who have given to 
this important appeal, we cannot thank you enough for your support. 
However, based on the needs of the organization and the steady cost 
increase of vehicles, we are formally ending our campaign to purchase 
a truck. In the future, depending upon the organization’s needs, we 
may restart this dedicated campaign.
 
At this time, GAFW is asking those donors who contributed to this 
fundraiser to allow the organization to remove the restriction on 
these funds and allow them to be used for general operating costs. If 
you approve, there is no action needed on your part; however, if you 
choose to have your dedicated contribution returned to, you please let 
us know at donations@gafw.org. n

Wheels for Boots update
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Darius Bagli
Ana Bailie

Chris Behnke
Sarah Boardman

Marti Breen
Christina Carpenter

Emily Chambers
Lisa Clarke
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WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

(July – September 2022)

June Krise
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Mary Martin

Irene McAleer
Jimbo McGahee
Patrick McKenna
Erin McNamara
Rosalia Misseri
Steven Moore

The Norton Family
Lorraine O’Grady
Michael Olwell

Eli Powell
Max Rossin

Thomas Shepherd
George Sims

Jennifer Singer
Rhonda Skinner

Trace Taylor
Justin Truelove
Sunny Waller
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GIS / MAPPING INTERN
Ke’Andre Foster
Kennesaw State College

Skills Involved: GIS, Data 
Collection, Design

Maps are essential in exploring, 
understanding, and monitoring 
national forests. Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) is a 
growing field of study and skill 
that is incorporated into many aspects of forest management and the 
ability of ForestWatch to monitor forest projects. Ke’Andre created 
and updated Georgia’s Mountain Treasures (GMT) map for Rabun 
County. Maps are georeferenced and printable on 8.5x11 inch paper 
in PDF format, which sets the stage for outreach fliers at events 
and convenient ways for folks to know if they are in a GMT when 
exploring the forest. These county templates can then be used to help 
communicate to the public the special areas to be better protected 
in the upcoming Forest Plan. GMT maps were previously only 
organized by “cluster” and individual areas. With Ke’Andre’s help, 
Georgia’s Mountain Treasures are now more accessible to residents 
and visitors. Maps can be found below the interactive map at: GAFW.
ORG/interactive-webmap.

ECOLOGY AND 
COMMUNICATIONS INTERN
Makayla Folds
University of North Georgia

Skills Involved: Biology, 
Community Science, Social Media

Makayla uses iNaturalist to 
compile highlights, photos, and 
fun facts about plants, animals, 
and fungi found in our national 
forests. iNaturalist is an easy way for the community to learn 
more about our local ecosystems and contribute to the scientific 
community. Makayla continues exploring parts of our national forest 
and learning scientific names and similar species. She has also been 
instrumental in engaging our membership by compiling fun facts and 
identification tips for GAFW social media channels, which she says is 
her favorite part of the internship. You can follow @gaforestwatch on 
Instagram and @gafw on Facebook.

ForestWatch interns 2022
by Andrew Linker

WILDERNESS MONITORING 
PROGRAM INTERN
Casey Helton
University of North Georgia

Skills Involved: Outreach, Volunteers, 
Forest Monitoring, Data Collection 

The Wilderness Monitoring program 
is a new volunteer effort outlined 
in a 5-year agreement between 
Georgia ForestWatch and the US Forest Service. The goal is to 
survey priority Wilderness areas using Survey123 App and Solitude 
Monitoring protocols: 4-hour sessions, five weekdays, five weekends/
holidays, June-October. Casey focused on local college outreach 
and brought many young people into the training effort. They were 
also instrumental in collecting the required data where there were 
gaps in volunteer availability. “Wilderness Monitoring was a blast 
this year and such a good way to remind ourselves of the amazing 
biodiversity present in our Wilderness areas and what we can do to 
better protect it. I learned something new every session!” -Casey. 
The program, in partnership with Southern Appalachian Wilderness 
Stewards (SAWS), was a big success. We recorded over 5,671 visitors 
and clocked over 120 hours monitoring Wilderness areas in the 
Chattahoochee National Forest in 2022. Learn more at 
GAFW.ORG/wilderness-monitoring.

Give the Gift of 
GAFW Membership
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From the DirectorFrom the Director
(continued from page 2)(continued from page 2)

District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Forest Service Contacts

Edward Hunter – Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501   
edward.hunter@usda.gov • 770-297-3010

Ken Arney – Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30309 
ken.arney@usda.gov • 404-347-7930

Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
1400 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington, DC 20250 
1-202-720-2791

District Ranger, Jeff Gardner
USFS Conasauga Ranger District
3941 Highway 76  •  Chatsworth, GA 30705
jeff.gardner@usda.gov
706-695-6736 ext. 102

District Ranger, Steverson Moffat
USFS Blue Ridge Ranger District
2042 Highway 515 West
P.O. Box 9  •  Blairsville, GA 30512
steverson.moffat@usda.gov
706-745-6928

District Ranger, Ryan Foote
USFS Chattooga River Ranger  District
9975 Highway 441 South
Lakemont, GA  30552
ryan.foote@usda.gov
706-754-6221

In addition to our external goals, we also have the 
following internal goals for 2023:

 
1. Ensure financial success.

• GAFW seeks to increase our fundraising from individuals and 
foundations and engage an auditor specializing in nonprofit 
audits for a full audit. Please give generously to GAFW this 
year. 

2. Enhance/develop a relationship with organizational partners 
focusing on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). 
• Success in the nonprofit sector often hinges on partnerships, 

and to have good partners, GAFW must also be a good 
partner. To achieve this goal, we will consider joining partners 
in sign-on opportunities even outside of our mission, 
participating actively in the Georgia Water Coalition, and 
developing a partner membership reciprocity agreement. 
GAFW will pursue this goal to expand upon our traditional 
partnerships with north Georgia environmental groups and 
explore new partnerships in the Atlanta metro area and with 
organizations that represent the racial, ethnic, and religious 
diversity of our increasingly diverse state. 

3. Work towards full staffing. 
• In addition to retaining our existing staff members, we 

look forward to continuing to expand our staff to pursue 
other priorities. We will continue to work with Jess Riddle 
as our contracted Forest Ecologist and prepare for the day 
when Jess may not be available, and GAFW will have the 
resources to hire a full-time ecologist. 

Both sets of above objectives are intended to be achievable. Yet, 
a big step in the direction of our organizational vision of a future 
where people can enjoy forests that have reached their full majesty, 
where intact natural processes support healthy ecosystems and 
thriving biodiversity, and clean streams supply water to millions of 
Georgians. However, the only way we will achieve our vision is if 
humanity takes immediate and comprehensive action to address the 
catastrophe of climate change. Make no mistake about it – climate 
change is our greatest global threat that will drastically alter the 
lives of the next and all future generations. A healthy and standing 
CONF is not the sole answer to climate change, but the answer to 
climate change must include a healthy and standing CONF that 
is allowed to retain massive amounts of carbon in its vegetation 
and soil while it matures into old growth. We must do everything 
we can to preserve our existing forest in its natural state. In the 
future, GAFW will evaluate every USFS proposed project based on 
the project’s contribution to carbon sequestration and its effect on 
climate change. We will ask the USFS to calculate and provide the 
amount of carbon estimated to be released by each project and the 
mid-and long-term effects each project will have on the amount of 
carbon sequestered. This effort will be challenging, and we will need 
your help. The USFS and Congress work for “We the People,” and 
we must make our voices loud and strong otherwise, the alternative 
is to give in and ask our children and their children to lead a life on 
a planet that is no longer ideal for human habitation. We have time 
to create a better future for the next generations, but we must act 
now, and GAFW will do its part to keep us all informed and focused 
on our goals. 
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What is a nonprofit board of directors?
by Anne Heikkila

Let’s define the role the board of directors plays in a nonprofit. 
According to Kindful.com, “A board of directors, also known as a 
nonprofit board, is the governing body of a nonprofit. The members 
focus on the high-level strategy, oversight, and accountability of the 
organization”

Typically, people who enjoy board work are visionaries, individuals 
who think strategically about the big ideas for the organization and 
how to get there. The staff of the organization carries out the day-to-
day operations of the organization and takes the actions that make 
the strategic ideas possible.  

Boardrooms (or board Zooms) are built on the foundation of 
collaboration, and boards that flourish do so when a team-based 
effort is consistently emphasized. (landing.directorpoint.com).

Types of boards
There are many models and ways to describe boards, but one of 
my favorites is by the nonprofit consultant and author Joan Garry 
(joangarry.com). She describes three different types of boards, 
depending on the size of the organization:
• A founding board is when the nonprofit is a startup, and the 

board members are primarily family and friends.
• A working board, where there may be a small or part-time staff 

and board members will volunteer and complete staff duties.  
• Finally, there is a governing board with a professional staff to 

carry out day-to-day activities. The board members’ role is hiring 
and assessing the executive director (E.D.), financial oversight, 
strategic planning, and sharing the fundraising activities with the 
staff.  

Benefits of being on a board
Among the benefits of joining a board:
First, you choose an organization that you believe passionately 
about its mission. Serving on a board is a way to play a significant 
role in helping advance a cause in the world that matters to you. It 
also contributes to your community and lets you think and work 
alongside people who share your values. People who enjoy serving on 
boards are strategic thinkers who enjoy teamwork.  

Georgia ForestWatch’s Board of Directors  
GAFW, for many years, has been a working board. We have had 
tireless volunteers and board members who have stepped up and 
worked hard so that the organization can carry out its mission. 
In 2021, we hired a new E.D., J.D. McCrary, who came to us 
with many years of nonprofit management experience. One of his 

accomplishments during his first year of work was to double our 
professional staff. Our staff includes an E.D., outreach coordinator, 
communications coordinator, development coordinator, and office 
manager. All this means for our board is that we can transition from 
a working board to a governing board. In other words, we can shift 
away from day-to-day tasks and focus on strategic governance and 
fundraising.  

We currently have seven board members, and now that the 
professional staff is growing, we would like to expand to twelve 
members. Board terms are two years, with a maximum of three terms 
served before a required break of two years. We meet quarterly over 
Zoom, with an in-person, one-day annual retreat with the staff. We 
also try to get together several times a year for an informal social 
event – an excellent way to get to know your fellow board members.   

We are looking for prospective board members passionate about 
protecting and managing the Chattahoochee-Oconee Forests. We 
want to be involved in the leadership and planning of the long-term 
strategies for GAFW.  

If serving on our board of directors sounds interesting, and you 
would like more information, please email me at anne.heikkila@
icloud.com. n

Rachel joined the Georgia ForestWatch 
team in October as our Development 
Coordinator. She has been involved 
in the nonprofit field since 2014 
and has three years of experience in 
development and fundraising, with a 
special interest in grant writing. She 
holds a postgraduate degree from 
Georgia State University. 

Rachel is excited to combine her interest in nonprofit 
development with her love of Georgia’s forests, in support 
of Georgia ForestWatch’s work in protecting the state’s 
forests and natural resources. 

If you are aware of grant opportunities, please reach out to 
us at grants@gafw.org.

Welcome Rachel Ness
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Law and order in the forest
by David Govus

The Chattahoochee National Forest (CNF) encompasses 
749,000 acres of land in north Georgia spanning over 16 counties. 
Fifty years ago, the CNF was divided into eight ranger districts. 
Each district had a maintenance crew, at least one Law Enforcement 
Officer (LEO), and in some cases, two. In addition to LEOs, 
districts had Forest Protection Officers ((FPOs). These individuals 
did not carry firearms nor have arrest powers but could write tickets 
for violations they encountered as they worked in the Forest, most 
often at recreation areas. These LEOs and FPOs performed a crucial 
role as the local counties did not have the manpower or interest in 
patrolling remote parcels of Forest Service land often accessed by 
poorly maintained roads.

Now fifty years later, the CNF has three ranger districts, 1500 miles 
of failing roads to patrol, one full-time LEO, one injured officer 
confined to desk duty, and few or no FPOs. During that time, metro 
Atlanta has grown exponentially, with the population reaching six 
million people. Most of this growth has been northward, and the 
CNF practically borders metro Atlanta. The CNF perhaps receives 
more visitors than any other National Forest in the eastern United 
States. One could hope that this reduction of law enforcement 
resources reflects a more peaceful and harmonious America and a 
decline in crime. Unfortunately, that is not the case.

In 2008 Meredith Emerson was abducted and murdered while 
hiking near Blood Mountain in the CNF. Gary Hilton, known as 
the National Forest Serial Killer, was later charged, and convicted of 
her abduction and murder as well as another in the Ocala National 
Forest in Florida. Authorities suspect him of the abduction and 
murder of an elderly couple in the Pisgah National Forest in North 
Carolina. Hilton had no permanent residence but lived in his van, 
squatting on National Forest Land. This year a small group of people 
squatting in the Talladega National Forest was making a living by 
robbing visitors. One such holdup went awry, resulting in a gun 
battle. The visitor was killed, and one of the squatters was wounded. 
When county law enforcement finally arrived, they encountered a 
5-year-old child coming out of the woods with a loaded shotgun. 
Groups overstaying their camping limit and squatting is a 
continuing problem on the CNF and can only be controlled by 
regular patrols.

In addition to squatting, the CNF is plagued with a rash of gate 
destruction. Many CNF roads are gated year-round or seasonally to 
protect them from further deterioration and prevent the siltation of 
headwater streams. Trespassers either winch the gates down or cut off 
the locks with metal cutters. In some cases, the tang attached to the 
cross pole to which the lock is affixed is cut off, making it impossible 
to lock the gate without expensive rebuilding. Groups of street-legal 

dual sport motorcycles have carved a vast network of illegal trails from 
Forest Service (FS) roads. Convoys of Jeeps seek out soft spots on open 
roads and on the shoulder of these roads to spin their giant rough tread 
tires and create mud bogs. North of Helen, the activity of such Jeep 
Convoys has rendered FS Road 79 impassible for normal vehicles. FSR 
79 has long been an important road to Tray Gap and the Appalachian 
Trail. Fifty years ago, a typical low-clearance passenger vehicle could 
easily travel the road.

Target shooting is allowed on the CNF with restrictions. Shooting is 
prohibited over roads, as is using trees as target holders, or dragging 
household garbage into the woods to use as targets. These restrictions 
are routinely violated, which can pose a danger to other forest users. 
Camps are set up too close to streams despite signage prohibiting this. 
People choose to seemingly go out of their way to dump household 
garbage on FS land. Fee collection boxes are broken into and robbed. 
The only way to prevent or at least control these illegal activities is 
to have LEOs and FPOs on patrol. If visitors become confident that 
there is no FS presence, unfortunately, some of them will choose to 
misbehave.

Georgia Forest Watch (GAFW) worked closely with the Forest Service 
several years ago to raise the fines for violating Forest Service rules. A 
complicated process as it involved all Federal land managing agencies 
in the Northern District of Georgia. GFW members wrote letters to 
Federal Judges and District Attorneys urging them to support the new 
schedule of fines. Consequently, GAFW received a shout-out of thanks 
from the Forest Service. Now, unfortunately, there is hardly anyone to 
enforce the rules. 

The Forest Service budgetary process has long been considered a black 
hole incomprehensible even to those shaping it, according to the non-
partisan Taxpayers for Common Sense. The FS, like all government 
agencies, wants to have projects and to stay busy, and to accomplish 
that needs funding from Congress. The destructive western wildfires 
have made funding for fire-related projects much easier, so the CNF 
has embarked on an extensive prescribed burning program. In the 
Fiscal year 2021, the CNF burned over 52,000 acres at an estimated 
cost of 1.7 million dollars. Burning is expensive, requiring large crews 
and a good deal of equipment, including helicopters dropping napalm-
filled ping-pong balls to aid ignition. This burn program is excessive in 
an area that receives over 60” of rain a year and experiences very few 
naturally ignited fires. It is difficult to see what benefit there is to many 
areas burned. There certainly is no history of structure-destroying 
raging wildfires.

Meanwhile, there seems to be little money available to police the 
Forest adequately. n
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How a pioneer forest-watcher saved 
Cooper Creek’s Old-Growth
by Cliff Shaw

Have you ever wondered who was watching our forest before 
Georgia ForestWatch was formed in 1986? One early “forest watcher” 
that deserves our recognition and sincere gratitude is the late Dr. 
Charles H. Wharton (1923-2003), a renowned research ecologist 
professor at Georgia State University. Although Dr. Wharton would 
later be widely known for his many contributions to preserving natural 
areas throughout Georgia, few know that his first crucial natural area 
protection accomplishment was saving Cooper Creek’s old-growth 
from the chainsaw. Considered by many of his peers to be the most 
knowledgeable person regarding Georgia’s natural environments, Dr. 
Wharton was an ardent advocate for the protection of unique natural 
areas throughout the state. His best-known work is The Natural 
Environments of Georgia, published in 1978, which became an essential 
guide for anyone interested in Georgia’s natural environments.

Dr. Wharton’s landmark book was later revised and updated in Natural 
Communities of Georgia by Leslie Edwards, Jonathan Ambrose, and L. 
Katherine Kirkman, University of Georgia Press, 2013.

So how did an early forest-watcher manage to save Cooper Creek’s 
amazing old-growth? It began in 1959 when Dr. Wharton, hired as a 
biology professor at Georgia State University only a year earlier, was 
interviewed in an article published in the Sunday Atlanta Journal-
Constitution Magazine about the virtues and values of Cooper Creek’s 
old-growth. Dr. Wharton had three things in mind when he called for 
the preservation of Cooper Creek – to preserve the area’s wilderness 
values, to provide scientific research and outdoor educational 
opportunities, and to protect the finest remaining old-growth stand 
on the Chattahoochee National Forest. His campaign to save Cooper 
Creek prompted both US Senators and a Congressman from Georgia; 
the President of the Wilderness Society; professors from Emory 
University, Vanderbilt University, and the University of Georgia; as 
well as the Nature Conservancy, to send letters of support to Forest 

Service officials including the Forest Supervisor in Gainesville, the 
Regional Forester in Atlanta, and the Chief of the Forest Service 
in Washington DC. The resulting public relations blitz caused 
shock waves within the Forest Service that ultimately led to the 
establishment of the 1,200-acre Cooper Creek Scenic Area in 
1960.

Dr. Wharton’s efforts to save Cooper Creek were prompted when 
he learned that the Forest Service planned to construct a new road 
down the length of Cooper Creek. Additionally, on its completion, 
they planned to log most of the pristine (at that time) Cooper 
Creek watershed, including the outstanding old-growth area he 
had discovered. 

Recently, it came to my attention that this Cooper Creek wilderness, 
which appears to be the last area of primeval forest in the Georgia 
mountains, will soon be cut for timber. Still, I hope the USFS might 
preserve a portion of it. I would like to see the US Forest Service set 
aside part of the magnificent Cooper Creek Forest as a primitive area. 
I feel that the preservation of this area might benefit the people of 
Georgia more than the sale of the timber growing there.
  “Giant Trees in a Primeval Forest” 
  Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine
  January 18, 1959.

His statement that the “preservation” of Cooper Creek’s old-
growth’s “preservation” was worth more than its timber’s value 
still rings true today as GAFW continues its efforts to protect our 
priceless remaining old-growth. n

Dr. Charles Wharton Dr. Charles Wharton 
and some of his Georgia and some of his Georgia 
State University students State University students 
examine a shrew trapped examine a shrew trapped 
beneath a log at the beneath a log at the 
newly designated Cooper newly designated Cooper 
Creek Scenic Area in Creek Scenic Area in 
1960. Providing research 1960. Providing research 
and outdoor education and outdoor education 
opportunities was one opportunities was one 
of the main reasons Dr. of the main reasons Dr. 

Wharton pushed for preserving Cooper Creek’s old-growth. This official Wharton pushed for preserving Cooper Creek’s old-growth. This official 
Forest Service photo also appeared in an article by Dr. Wharton entitled Forest Service photo also appeared in an article by Dr. Wharton entitled 
“Georgia’s Own Mountain Wilderness – The Cooper Creek Scenic Area,” “Georgia’s Own Mountain Wilderness – The Cooper Creek Scenic Area,” 
Georgia Mineral Newsletter, Georgia Geological Survey, 1960. Georgia Mineral Newsletter, Georgia Geological Survey, 1960. 

Thanks to Dr. Wharton, this group of GAFW “forest-watchers” was Thanks to Dr. Wharton, this group of GAFW “forest-watchers” was 
able to admire this six-foot diameter tulip tree (one the largest in able to admire this six-foot diameter tulip tree (one the largest in 
Georgia!) on their tour of Cooper Creek’s old-growth in 2019. Georgia!) on their tour of Cooper Creek’s old-growth in 2019. 
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stay social with us!

Twi�er @GAforestwatch 
Find official ForestWatch 

comments and decisions on 
forest projects

YouTube 
Find recorded 

presenta�ons and videos
of ForestWatch adventures 

Instagram @GAforestwatch 
All the pre�y pictures from 
the forest you can handle!

Facebook @gafw.org 
All types of updates and 

forest finds + community!

Around the forest
by Nick Nichols

Proposed CONF Land Additions:
The CONF has requested $3.844 Million for funding the FY 2024 Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. If awarded, this will be for acquiring four 
tracts totaling 817 acres in the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest. 
The lands proposed for purchase are within or adjacent to existing Forest 
lands and would “plug the holes, fill the gaps,” and reduce fragmentation 
within existing forest lands. It is important to note that all four tracts 
have willing sellers at agreed prices with USFS partners. This agreement 
will significantly facilitate the acquisition of these parcels. These lands 
are: 

• “Hells Hollow,” a 155-acre partial inholding located less than a mile 
from the Cohutta Wilderness. 

• “Colwell Tract,” a nearly 120-acre partial inholding located less than 
15 minutes from Blairsville. 

• “Pelot Plantation near Devil’s Half-Acre,” a 280-acre complete 
inholding located in the heart of the Oconee Ranger District

• “Blum Tract,” a 263-acre tract that is part of the Johns Mountain 
Wildlife Management Area. 

Recreation Special Use Permits:
The CONF has requested comments on nine proposed recreational 
Special Use Permits, seven of which are requests for extensions of 
existing annual permits to five-year permits. The GAFW submitted a 
comprehensive set of specific comments for each of the nine proposals. 
The GAFW also requested that the CONF conduct an inventory and 
assessment of all the recreational Special Use Permits approved to help 
estimate the total recreational usage and impact on resources of the 
CONF. 

Union County Gun Range:
The proposed Union County Gun Range, located along the Russell-
Brasstown Scenic Byway, is sandwiched between the Mark Trail and 
Brasstown Wilderness Areas and is one mile from the Appalachian 
Trail. Construction, scheduled to begin in October this year, has been 
slightly delayed due to apparent survey and environmental setback 
inconsistencies. The GAFW has vigorously objected to constructing 
the 3.8-million-dollar semi-private gun range in the middle of heavily 
used recreational lands for the past four years. GAFW staff has also 

collected select baseline 
water-quality samples from an 
onsite stream (see photograph 
at left). The proposed range 
will permanently impact 
wilderness areas, forest users, 
and nearby residents, while an 
underused existing gun range 
is less than 3.5 miles away. n
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Andrew Linker came 
to GAFW bringing 
enthusiasm and 
positive energy 
that rubbed off 
on everyone with 
whom he worked. 
His ferocious hunger 
to learn about the 

forest and its management resulted in him quickly becoming 
one of GAFW’s best ambassadors. He organized and led an 
incredible array of outings, from Citizen Science projects 
to pure fun times in the woods, including trout stream 
monitoring, ivy pulls, Bartram Trail series hikes, lichen hikes, 
geology hikes, old-growth hikes. The list could go on.  

Andrew expanded GAFW’s partnership base with many other 
groups, including Trout Unlimited, the Blue Ridge Bartram 
Trail Conservancy, Georgia Appalachian Trail Club, and 
others. Andrew stepped up to help GAFW during leadership 
transitions, often taking on extra tasks, including taking the 
lead to complete the successful Clean Mountain Streams 
advocacy campaign that resulted in some much-needed 
road improvements to improve water quality in our national 
forests.  

Andrew was able to handle so many of the tech issues at 
GAFW, from website development to emailing to network 
troubleshooting. His exceptional video production skills 
resulted in several video pieces that beautifully reflected 
GAFW’s work, especially the Mountain Treasures program. 
He helped manage all GAFW events, including all the audio-
visual needs.  

Andrew used his ample GIS skills to create an accessible 
interactive web map of Georgia’s Mountain Treasures, 
including links to hiking opportunities in those areas.

Andrew’s passion for GAFW’s mission was evident in his 
desire to learn more about the forest and his willingness to 
take on tasks beyond the duties of an outreach coordinator, 
including many tech issues. He also approached his job 
at ForestWatch with rare thoughtfulness, attention to 
detail, and a long-term perspective. That approach led to 
smooth outings and events for members, and ForestWatch 
will continue to benefit for years from the processes and 
feedback systems he put into place.

We will miss him in many ways, but we’re happy he can 
pursue his farming dreams full-time.

A Fond Farewell to Andrew
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by Sue Harmon & Jess Riddle
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Fall Retreat & Membership Meeting

The 19th annual Georgia ForestWatch’s Fall Retreat and 
membership meeting was held at Lake Winfield Scott on Saturday, 
October 15. We enjoyed a beautiful fall day filled with hikes, 
community building, informative presentations, discussions, and 
socializing with friends, old and new.

Our new caterer was a huge success, and the doughnuts were fantastic. 
The raffle and online silent auction featured wonderful and unique 
works of art, engaging outdoor activities, and more. Additionally, for 
the first time ever, a 2022 Retreat T-shirt was included with every 
admission.

A special thank you to Brian Gist, an attorney from the Southern 
Environmental Law Center and a member of the GAFW Advisory 
Committee, for speaking to the group. 

As always, the highlights of the day were the activities. We appreciate 
our activity leaders and recognize their contribution to our success. 
Thank you for volunteering your time.

Our 20th Annual Fall Retreat will be held at Red Top Mountain State 
Park, on Saturday, October 14, 2023. If you are interested in a cabin or 
camping spot for the event, please contact us at info@gafw.org. Save the 
date!

We couldn’t do the work we do without the support of our extended 
community. Thank you to all our sponsors, donors, activity leaders, 
volunteers, and members. We appreciate your commitment to the 
mission of GAFW.

Sapling
Charles Gray Bethea

Seedling
Mark & Lucy Dickerson
Ted & Lynda Doll
Geo-Systems Engineering
Doug & Elaine Riddle
Southern Environmental 
   Law Center

Sprout
Janice Cochrane
Sally & Tom Colkett
Melinda & Andy Edwards
Sue Harmon
Anne & Bill Heikkila
Robin Hitner
Lyn Hopper

Shepherd & Sarah Howell
Mary Ellen Johnson
Nancy Kennel
Alicia Queen
JD McCrary
Helen Meadors & Craig   
   Burkhalter
Trushar & Dipti Mody
Edie Minche
Nick Nichols
Lois Rhodes
Shady Creek Expeditions
Dennis & Jan Stansell
Andrea Timpone
Keith & Melanie Vickers
Stephen Weber
Stover Mountain Orchard
Janet Westervelt

RETREAT SPONSORS
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Accent Cellars Winery
Alarka Expeditions

Alma Coffee
Cindy Angliss

Ray Atkins
Benton-MacKaye Trail Association

Peg Blackley
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

Joe Cook
Costco, Woodstock

Hildreth Davis
Brian Gist

Wayne Glowka
Sue Harmon
Sabine Head
Anne Heikkila

Matt Henderson
Lyn Hopper

Patricia Kyritsi Howell
Jack Johnston
Maria Klouda

Len Foote Hike Inn
Lumpkin Coalition

Beverly Mannes
JD McCrary
Eddi Minche
Patagonia

Jami Pederson
Gina & Gordon Rogers
Shenanigan’s Irish Pub

Brenda Smith
Rachel Staggers

Jan Stansell
Strange Clay Studios

Rhett Stringer
Cal Tax 

Andrea Timpone
Pat Towers

Trailful
Wander North Georgia

Mark Warren
Wildwood Outfitters

Auction Donors Activity Leaders
Climate Hub Athens

Patricia K. Howell
Jack Johnston

Jess Riddle
Cliff Shaw

U.S. Forest Service Southeast 
Mark Warren

Retreat Committee
Angela Butler-Hackett

Ann Heikkila
Lyn Hopper

Maria Klouda
Andrew Linker
Trushar Mody
Rachel Ness
Irenee Payne

Melanie Vickers
Janet Westervelt

Interested in serving 
on the planning committee 

for 2023? Contact us at 
retreat@gafw.org to volunteer. 

Volunteers
Donna Born

Craig Burkhalter
Lynda Doll
Ted Doll

Julie Evans
Bill Heikkila
Robin Hitner

Alan & Mary Ellen Johnson
Doug Riddle 
Gina Rogers

Andrea Timpone
Keith Vickers

Stephen Weber

Lyn has remarked that she 
has "failed at retirement" 
multiple times – but those 
"failures" have been a 
big success for Georgia 
ForestWatch. Before coming 
out of retirement to serve 
GAFW, she was a library 
consultant and Assistant 
Georgia State Librarian for 
Library Development, and 

worked for 25 years as a public library administrator, 
serving as Director of Chestatee Regional Library 
System from 1997 to 2006. She also served as a 
volunteer Office Manager at the local Unitarian 
Church, and the volunteer Office Manager for the 
Lumpkin County Literary Coalition.

Over the past eight years, Lyn has been the office 
manager par excellence for GAFW.   At various 
times during her tenure, she's handled or provided 
major assistance with accounting, bookkeeping, the 
membership program, payroll, newsletter production, 
outings, and annual events. Lyn has also served as 
the "first voice" who new people meet and talk to 
at GAFW, among myriad other duties. She has been 
an office manager who could have just as ably been 
the CEO, CFO, and COO of GAFW. And she's done all 
this with a selflessness and community spirit that has 
inspired others.  

Not surprisingly, for a person of Lyn's grace and 
presence, she is also an accomplished poet. Lyn has 
published a book of Japanese-style poetry titled 
"Some Days Are Like That: A Year of Haiku." She has 
also authored a poetry chapbook, "The Hum in Every 
Blossom."  

Sue Harmon, one of our past presidents, remarks, 
"Lyn has been an anchor at GAFW for many years. 
Her historical knowledge of our work and our process 
has helped ease three leadership transitions over 
the last four years. Although Lyn only wanted part-
time work at GAFW, she has been amazingly flexible, 
often taking up extra hours and extra responsibilities 
without complaint when circumstances required 
it. Lyn responds to other staff and members with 
a prompt, clear, and friendly professionalism that 
makes her a cherished team member." Angela Butler-
Hackett, our incoming Office Manager, remarks that 
Lyn "has been a wonderful mentor, supervisor, and 
friend to me. She will be missed, that is for sure!"

Lyn has truly been the "hum" in the GAFW blossom.  

For Lyn Hopper – 
the “hum in the GAFW blossom”

by Ted Doll
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Georgia ForestWatch Membership Form
Name(s):   ________________________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________E-mail:  _____________________________________________

How did you hear about us?  ___________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP

 q  $20  Student

	 q  $45  Individual

	 q  $85 Family

	 q  $150  Friend/Small Business/Partner

 q  $250 Supporter

	 q  $500  Forest Guardian

 q  $1000 Lifetime Membership

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q  Enclosed is cash or check payable to Georgia ForestWatch

q  Charge my credit card:   q  AMEX   q  Discover    q  MasterCard   q  VISA    

Signature: _________________________________________________

Account Number: ___________________________________________

Expiration Date:________________________ CVV ________________

JOIN NOW! Complete this form and mail to:
Georgia ForestWatch, 81 Crown Mountain Pl., Building C, Suite 200, Dahlonega, GA  30533

 Join online at www.gafw.org/membership/ or call 706-867-0051 to join via phone. Either way is paperless!
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