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photos of Heather Brasell, GaBotSoc President, and Zahnd Natural Area
by Bill Witherspoon

Hike Leaders: Biogeographer Dr. Leslie Edwards and Geologist Dr.
Bill Witherspoon
Hike Location: Zahnd Natural Area, Chattooga County, GA
Outing Description: Zahnd Natural Area covers 1,380 acres on the eastern edge of
Lookout Mountain. It contains both a sweeping view of McLemore Cove and Pigeon
Mountain to the east, and a "rock town" set in a forest on its west side. The trip
leaders are coauthors, respectively, of Natural Communities of Georgia and Roadside
Geology of Georgia, both written to introduce the general reader to the science
behind Georgia's favorite destinations. The conglomerate and sandstone contain
classic crossbedding, evidence of rivers that drained a Himalaya-sized mountain
range about 300 million years ago, and have been eroded into building-sized blocks,
turtlebacks, and mushroom rocks. Natural communities include acidic cliff faces,
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acidic glades and barrens, dry oak-pine forests, and a riparian corridor. If there is
interest, we will then caravan to the floor of McLemore Cove for contrasting geology
and natural communities along the Shirley Miller Wildflower Pocket Loop trail,
highlighted by a travertine deposit at the foot of a waterfall, with unusual flora (for
the wildflowers, visit in spring) that love the calcium-rich soil.
Hike Date: Saturday, November 4th, 2017
Meeting Time, Place and Directions: We will meet at 10:00am at
the Summerville Ingles (416 GA-114, Summerville, GA 30747). As you
face the store, we'll be gathering on the right side. We'll carpool to
the hike location. For a Google map of the meetup location, click here.
Distance and Difficulty
One half mile total of easy to moderate walking for the two sites
visited at Zahnd. If we visit the Pocket Loop site, the walk is about
3/4 mile round trip, with easy to moderate walking.
Duration of Hike: Four hours for the Zahnd visit, including
carpooling. The Pocket Loop excursion would add about 45 minutes to
driving and about 90 minutes for walking with leisurely exploration.
Participant Limit: 20
What to Bring and Wear: Lunch, plenty of water, rain gear, sturdy
footwear. If allergic to bees/wasps, remember to bring your meds/epipen. Both sites are in Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs). To be in a
WMA legally, you will need a pass or license (GORP no longer exists),
of which the least expensive option is a one-day hunting/fishing
license for $5 + $2.50 online transaction fee, available at this link.
Cancellation: Participants will be notified if cancellation is required
due to forecast of severe weather, etc.
Pet Policy: No pets, please
Family Safe Policy: Georgia ForestWatch outings are a smoke,
alcohol and drug-free setting.

Sign Up Now!
Reservations Required
Our outings are free of charge and open to everyone on a first-come,
first-served basis, up to the limit. BUT DON'T FORGET , Georgia
ForestWatch members are given early-bird priority. *Non-members,
please register on or after October 23rd.* To learn how you
can become a member of Georgia ForestWatch, click here.
To Reserve Your Spot: Register online or call 706-867-0051 with the
following information.
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1. Name of person(s)
2. Your email address
3. Your phone number (preferably cell if you will be carrying it on
the outing day)
For more information on the hike OR if you need directions the day of
the hike, contact Bill Witherspoon by email at billspoon1@gmail.com or
call the number provided in your confirmation email.
Upcoming Outings & Events - Mark Your Calendars
Sunday, November 19th - Burgess Mountain Hike in the Oconee
National Forest - with JP Schmidt
Saturday, December 9th - Smithgall Woods State Park Hike - with Jess
Riddle and Tom Hennigan
Wednesday-Thursday February 7-8, 2018 - Evening presentation and
old growth Hike, Len Foote Hike Inn - with Forest Ecologist Jess Riddle.
Participants will receive 50% off their reservation at the Inn by using
discount code GFW. Call 1-800-581-8032 for more information.
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