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You may remember that our Executive Director Mary Topa 
announced her retirement in the Winter 2018 issue of Forest News.  
Fortunately for Georgia ForestWatch, she graciously decided to stay 
on until the Board found a replacement for her.  We are now happy 
to announce a new Executive Director.  Donald (Don) Davis will 
be officially reporting on August 13th. Mary, generously again, will 
remain through the end of August to ensure a smooth transition.  
ForestWatch members will be able to meet Don and say goodbye to 
Mary at the upcoming Fall Retreat on October 6th. 

A Georgia native, Don was born and raised in the Ringgold area.  
He has worked in the environmental field for more than three 
decades, as well as directed two Georgia environmental nonprofits. 
He was the founder and President of the Armuchee Alliance and 
served as the first Director for the Georgia Chapter of the American 
Chestnut Foundation.  His tenure with the Armuchee Alliance 
gave him the unique opportunity to work closely with Georgia 
ForestWatch as the Alliance and ForestWatch collaborated on forest 
planning issues in what was then the Armuchee Ranger District 
of the Chattahoochee National Forest.  Don was also a Board 
member of the Coosa River Basin Initiative and Georgia Chapter 
of the American Chestnut Foundation. In 2013, he became the 
Governmental Affairs Representative for the American Chestnut 
Foundation in Washington, DC.

Don graduated with honors from the University of Tennessee with 
a Ph.D. specialization in Environmental Sociology. He also has 
an M.A. in Social Ecology from Goddard College in Vermont, an 
M.A. in Psychology from the State University of West Georgia, 
and a B.A. in Philosophy and Religion from the University of 
Tennessee. Don was a professor at Dalton State College for 17 years 
where he taught Environmental Sociology. 

Don is the author of several books and has written numerous 
articles for environmental journals.  His 2000 publication of his 
book Where There Are Mountains: An Environmental History of 
the Southern Appalachians established his reputation as a leading 
environmental historian of the southern Appalachian region. The 
book won the prestigious 2001 Philip D. Reed Writing Award for 
best book on the southern environment.

In late 2010, Don resigned from Dalton State College to join 
his wife, who works for the World Health Organization, in 
Washington, DC.  During her assignments in foreign countries, 

Georgia ForestWatch welcomes a new 
Executive Director
by Robin Hitner  :  Outgoing Board President

Don completed a Fulbright Fellowship while in the Ukraine. He also 
taught at the Precarpathian National University in Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Ukraine, and did fieldwork in the Carpathian Mountains where he 
documented environmental and cultural change in mountain villages.  

Don still considers Georgia his home, as his immediate family still 
resides in area. While he and his wife currently live in Tunisia, Africa, 
Don is looking for a place to live near Dahlonega. We are looking 
forward to Don joining our team in August.  n

I would like to thank the Executive Search Committee for all their hard 
work in the recruiting effort. These members included Ted Doll, Sue 
Harmon, Jim Walker, Tom Colkett and Lyn Hopper.  Special thanks to Ted 
for leading the charge.  And many thanks to Jess Riddle who helped in the 
interview process and Mary Topa who gave us guidance along the way.

Don Davis with American chestnut in Belgium, 2017
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October 6, 2018
Vogel State Park

Make plans to attend the annual Georgia ForestWatch Fall Retreat 

and Membership Meeting at Vogel State Park on October 6, 2018!  

It will be a wonderful weekend of hikes, community building, 

informative presentations and discussions, and socializing with old 

friends and new.  Meet our new Executive Director, Dr. Don Davis, 

and say farewell to Mary Topa.

Don Davis will start our main program at 10:00 am with the talk, 

“Saving the Forest Commons: Lessons from the Past, Prospects 

for the Future.” Forest Ecologist Jess Riddle will then discuss next 

steps in the Georgia’s Mountain Treasures Project, followed by 

an interactive Q&A session with national forest experts, attorneys 

Patrick Hunter and Sam Evans from the Southern Environmental 

Law Center, and Jill Gottesman, Conservation Specialist with The 

Wilderness Society. Our panel will discuss how ForestWatch can 

use the Georgia’s Mountain Treasures project to prepare for the 

upcoming Forest Plan revision process and help shape the decision-

making on these unprotected wildlands.  Our panel will also give 

updates on national legislation that will impact our Southern 

Appalachian forests, including the Farm Bill, Land and Water 

Conservation Fund, and efforts to streamline NEPA.  Following our 

morning program, there will be a one-pot cook-off lunch, hikes 

in the afternoon, raffle drawings, live music, and a traditional 

barbecue dinner in the evening.

Bring your family and friends for informative programming 

and lots of fun. Come just for the day, or stay over Friday and 

Saturday nights. Registration is $25/person or $40/couple; $15/

student. Children 12 and under are FREE! Registration includes all 

programming, drinks, light breakfasts, one-pot lunch and BBQ on 

Saturday, with vegetarian options provided. Bring your favorite 

dish to Friday’s potluck.

Space is limited so be sure to register for this fun event online at 

www.gafw.org or call our office at 706-867-0051.    

Save the Date!  Don’t Miss it!
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Chattooga River Ranger District:
In late May, Georgia ForestWatch responded to the Chattahoochee 
WMA Salvage Project.  On March 25th, a tornado set the 
project in motion by whipping through the headwaters of the 
Chattahoochee River north of Helen.  The project would clear 
fallen trees and debris from the Upper Chattahoochee Campground 
and the road that accesses the headwaters of the Chattahoochee, 
and salvage log about 25 adjacent acres.  Salvage logging projects 
differ from typical timber projects because they harvest fallen and 
damaged trees, though healthy trees are sometimes harvested too.

ForestWatch agrees with the District that they need to clear the 
campground and road.  However, we question whether salvage 
logging adjacent areas will be beneficial.  As far as we know, the 
District will leave oaks and harvest trees of other species within the 
tornado swath.  They hope that with more acorns and fewer other 
seeds arriving in the tornado swath they will limit competition and 
allow oaks to colonize the tornado swath.

This plan has a couple of problems.  First, oaks will still face 
abundant competition.  Some species already have dormant seeds  
in the soil waiting for the right conditions to sprout.  An acre of 
forest soil can contain over 100,000 viable tuliptree seeds.  Almost 
all hardwood species send up new shoots when they are snapped or 
crushed.  With an already established root system, these sprouts can 
grow quickly.

Second, oaks rely on advanced regeneration, stems that are at least 
waist high with well-established root systems.  Without that base 
off which to build, oaks typically cannot keep up with other species 
when a disturbance opens the canopy.  Oak advanced regeneration 
is scarce on the national forest and across much of the eastern US, 
which is why the Forest Service is trying to promote oaks.  The 
tornado swath likely contained little oak advanced regeneration.  
Without advanced regeneration with which to work, we see no 
reason to believe the project would promote more oaks to grow.

However, salvage logging itself presents real risks.  Logging requires 
temporary roads and log landings to remove timber.  Those scars on 
the land are not temporary, and they serve as sources of sediment.  
Salvage logging can also disrupt natural processes.  Young forests 
produced by natural disturbances contain many “biological 
legacies,” remnants of the forest that stood there before.  These 
legacies include partially uprooted trees, logs on the forest floor, 
fungi in the soil, and many other organisms.  Salvage logging often 
reduces them, sometimes with adverse effects.  Cavity nesting bird 

Around the forest
by Jess Riddle  :  Forest Ecologist

diversity has been found to be lower in salvaged than in unsalvaged 
stands.  Several scientists have published concerns about the impacts of 
salvage logging.

ForestWatch hopes the District can quickly implement a scaled-down 
version of this project.  While the repair and restoration of access and 
the campground is clearly needed, we hope that the District will refrain 
from additional destructive salvage logging.

The eastern section of Tray Mountain Road remains closed, and will 
remain closed until funds are available to repair or decommission the 
road.  Poor initial design, years of inadequate maintenance, and hard 
use during wet weather combined to badly degrade the road.  The 
Forest Service often receives little praise when they close a road like 
Tray Mountain Road. People upset by the loss of access pressure and 
harass them.  However, the improved water quality from having the 
road closed benefits us all.  Closing the road now also keeps hope alive 
that it can be repaired before it becomes a lost cause.

References:
Hutto RL and SM Gallo. 2006. The effects of postfire salvage logging  
 on cavity-nesting birds. The Condor 108: 817-831.
Larsena DR and PS Johnson. 1998. Linking the ecology of natural oak  
 regeneration to silviculture.  Forest Ecology and Management.  
 106(1): 1-7.
Lindenmayer DB and RF Noss. 2006. Salvage logging, ecosystem  
 processes, and biodiversity conservation.  Conservation   
 Biology. 20(4): 949-958.
Thorn S, C Bassler, R Brandl, PJ Burton, R Cahall, JL Campbell,  
 J Castro, C Choi, T Cobb, DC Donato, E Durska, 
 JB Fontaine, S Gauthier, C Hebert, T Hothorn, RL Hutto,   
 E Lee, AB Leverkus, DB Lindenmayer, MK Obrist, J Rost,   
 S Seibold, R Seidl, D Thom, K Waldron, B Wermelinger, 
 M Winter, M Zmihorski, and J Muller. 2017. Impacts of   
 salvage logging on biodiversity: a meta-analysis. Journal of   
 Applied Ecology 0: 1-11.

Blue Ridge Ranger District:
From Nimblewill Gap to Frosty Mountain, groups of four-wheel-
drive vehicles turned Amicalola Creek Road (Forest Service 46) into a 
mudbogging course.  Beyond the normal erosion and sedimentation 
issues, this abuse was especially offensive because the road closely 
parallels the Appalachian Approach Trail.  Years of entreaties by 
Georgia ForestWatch led the District to gate the road, but the gates 
were repeatedly torn down. We urged the District to settle the issue by 
blocking the road with earthen berms, which the district has now done 
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at the east end and promises to do at the west soon.  Tropical Storm 
Alberto forced the closure of High Shoals Road by collapsing a road 
bank and dumping small trees and other debris into the road.
 
The Cooper Creek project has improved from the initial plans, which 
included several hundred acres of logging extremely steep slopes, 
intensive harvests in mature, rich, hardwood cove forests, and over 
3,000 acres of herbicide use.  However, the project still contains 
harvests in areas the forest plan identifies as “unsuitable” for timber 
production, unanalyzed impacts on roadless areas, and concentrated 
harvesting along a premier native brook trout stream.  With our 
partners the Southern Environmental Law Center and the Georgia 
Chapter of the Sierra Club, we  formally objected to the project, and 
are waiting for a written response from the Forest Service.  At a June, 
13th objection meeting, the Forest Service indicated they viewed 
most of the points of contention as primarily communication issues.

Conasauga Ranger District:
Robin Hitner and I met with District staff and The Nature 
Conservancy to look at a newly discovered longleaf pine stand 
north of Rome.  Longleaf pine is a keystone species in one of North 
America’s most diverse ecosystems, but it is also among the most 
clearly fire dependent species in the Southeast.  Found primarily 
in the coastal plain, less than 5% of the original longleaf forest has 
survived agriculture, logging, and fire suppression.  The populations 
on the Conasauga Ranger District represent the species’ inland limit.  
On our visit, we encountered only a single seedling, probably due to 
lack of light.  However, two recent prescribed fires have substantially 
opened the stand by killing Virginia pines.  The District is currently 
working on a proposal to manage the stand that will likely include 

some combination of prescribed fire, logging, herbicides, and 
planting longleaf.  See “Sumac Creek” (p. 7) for our other field 
trip with the District.

Minor projects:
This summer the Blue Ridge and Chattooga River Ranger 
Districts issued several proposals to either add additional 
communication towers to existing mountain-top communication 
sites or modify existing lake-side recreation developments.  
Georgia ForestWatch has reviewed these projects, but chosen not 
to engage with the Forest Service on most of them.  While they 
represent additional development on the CONF, they are all in 
areas that have already been substantially disturbed and have poor 
restoration potential.  n

District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Forest Service Contacts

Betty Jewett – Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501  
bettymjewett@fs.fed.us • 770-297-3000

Ken Arney – Acting Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30309 
silviamolina@fs.fed.us • 404-347-4177

Sonny Perdue
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
Jamie L. Whitten Bldg.
1301 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC  20250
agsec@usda.gov • 202-720-2791

District Ranger, Jeff Gardner
USFS Conasauga Ranger District
3941 Highway 76  •  Chatsworth, GA 30705
jeffgardner@fs.fed.us
706-695-6736

District Ranger, Andrew Baker
USFS Blue Ridge Ranger District
2042 Highway 515 West
P.O. Box 9  •  Blairsville, GA 30512
albaker@fs.fed.us
706-745-6928

District Ranger, Ryan Foote
USFS Chattooga River Ranger  District
9975 Highway 441 South
Lakemont, GA  30552
rfoote@fs.fed.us
706-754-6221
 
District Ranger, Thomas Dozier
USFS Oconee National Forest
1199 Madison Road
Eatonton, GA 31024
tdozier@fs.fed.us
706-485-7110
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(continued on page 9)

This article is part of a recurring series on Georgia’s Mountain 
Treasures. Mountain treasures are some of the last large wild places in 
Georgia. But they don’t have permanent protection from road building, 
logging, and other extractive resource use. We’ve surveyed them to learn 
more about their special plants, animals, history, and scenic features. 
We’re using that information to update the book Georgia’s Mountain 
Treasures, and lobby for more protection during the next Forest Plan 
revision. We hope these articles will inspire people to enjoy and get to 
know these areas.

South of Villanow, the high point of Johns Mountain stands at 
1,883 feet elevation, the same elevation as downtown Blairsville and 
Clayton.  The precipitous western slopes, however, make the drop to 
the valley below seem like more than the 1,000 feet it is.  During the 
Civil War, the confederate army erected a signaling flagpole on this 
site.  In 1940, the CCC built a fire tower, which was later removed.

Today, the Johns Mountain overlook provides a great opportunity 
to see how northwest Georgia fits together.  In the foreground, 
linear, wooded ridges and broad, agrarian valleys form the pastoral 
landscape of the Ridge and Valley physiographic province.  Johns 
Mountain lies in the center of the Georgia Ridge and Valley, which 
is known as the Armuchee Ridges.  Farther west, Pigeon Mountain 
juts out from the Cumberland Plateau physiographic province.  
Behind the viewer, trees and the eastern Armuchee Ridges mostly 
obscure the third section of the Appalachians in Georgia, the Blue 
Ridge Mountains.

Johns Mountain: 
A Georgia Mountain Treasure
by Jess Riddle  :  Forest Ecologist

The overlook is not only a destination, but also the trailhead for the 
Johns Mountain Loop.  The 3.5-mile circuit follows the boulder-strewn 
crest of the ridge before dipping down to take in Keown Falls sliding 
off a sandstone ledge, easily visible from a viewing platform. A second 
loop connects at the platform, allowing figure-eight routes.  The lower 
loop wraps under the ledge, behind the falls, and by a second, smaller 
waterfall.  Waterfalls are rare in the Armuchee Ridges; these two are the 
only ones on public land.  In 1962 the Forest Service designated 218 
acres surrounding the falls as a scenic area, the first in the Armuchee 
Ridges.  They noted the area provided one of the best chances in the 
region to see native hardwood forests.  At the lower trailhead, the 
clear stream from the falls flows through a charming picnic area with 
rock-lined paths and a profusion of wild azaleas, geraniums, and other 
wildflowers.

On the opposite side of Johns Mountain, the Dry Creek Trail System, 
26 miles of hiking, biking, and horseback trails, traverses some of the 
only valley bottom habitat the Forest Service owns in the Armuchee 

A beech tree stands watch over the clear stream flowing 
through the Keown Falls picnic area
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Dogwoods bloom along the Pinhoti Trail
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Update on Sumac Creek Project
by David Govus  :  District Leader

On May 9th, Jess Riddle and I toured the Sumac Creek Project 
on the Conasauga District with Ranger Jeff Gardner and Timber Sale 
Administrator Danny Skojac. 

First proposed in 2011, with a decision made in 2014, the project 
proposed cutting 1,450 acres for a variety of reasons. Four years later, 
about 350 acres have been sold with approximately 250 acres cut. The 
Forest Service has a difficult time getting bids on many of their timber 
cutting projects because of the quality of the timber put up for sale, 
the remote areas where the timber is located, and the narrow, winding 
roads that access these areas. The area that was sold and partially cut 
lays on the western edge of the Cohutta Wilderness and is accessed by 
10 miles of winding, narrow dirt roads. The final stretch is on Forest 
Service Road 17 (West Cowpen Road). This road features the trail 
head for a network of horse trails and as a result has vehicles pulling 
horse trailers. A terrible accident occurred on this steep winding 
road just a few years ago when a horse trailer overturned resulting in 
the death of at least one horse. The timber contractors who bid on a 
Forest Service project use tractor trailer trucks to haul logs. Straight 
trucks haul half the load for approximately the same cost and are just 
not feasible economically given the long distances between project 
sites and the few remaining sawmills in North GA.  It is difficult 
to imagine encountering a tractor trailer while driving a passenger 
vehicle on this road, let alone a vehicle pulling a horse trailer. We 
should have asked if there was some form of traffic control when the 
tractor trailers were rolling.

The first cutting unit we looked at was an area that was clear-cut by 
the Forest Service in the early 1970s and planted back in shortleaf 
pine. The planting failed and the area grew back in a Virginia pine/
white pine thicket. The recent cut reduced the basal area down to 40 
square feet per acre (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basal_area), leaving 
a few existing oaks and mostly white pine.  This is a dry site and there 
was a good bit of oak regeneration. The plan is to eventually thin the 
existing white pine overstory to help the oak seedlings and saplings 
grow into the canopy – a process that will take several decades.

The second cutting unit was designed as a woodland restoration. 
The current Forest Plan in effect since 2004 calls for the creation 
of 10,000 acres of woodland. In these 14 years, 500 or so acres of 
woodland creation have been attempted in the mountains with little 
to no success. In this unit, shortleaf pine and oaks had been left with 
a basal area around 40 ft2/acre. Other hardwoods and Virginia pines 
had been removed and an attempt had been made to kill returning 

stump sprouts with herbicide spraying. The herbicide treatment 
failed to kill all the stump sprouts and the remaining sprouts 
were growing vigorously. It was uncertain when another herbicide 
treatment would occur. As with Brawley, it seems as if the better and 
perhaps only way to prevent stump sprouts is to paint the cut stump 
with herbicide within 20 minutes of cutting. This creates a number 
of logistical and safety problems since the cutting takes place over a 
period of time, and I would imagine it difficult to keep an herbicide 
applicator standing by (and avoiding giant machines and falling 
timber).

The remaining unit that was planned as shortleaf pine/oak 
maintenance had been partially cut, but the contractor had been 
forced to pull out because of the fire in the fall of 2016. We were told 
that he would return when he could get around to it.  This is a poor 
rocky site with more exposed soil than the first two sites that for the 
most part had healed.

This project was implemented under a stewardship arrangement 
whereby a third party handles certain aspects of the project, and all 
of the timber revenue is spent on the District and not returned to 
the US Treasury. In this case, The Nature Conservancy acted as a 
steward. The Forest Service has stringent contractual requirements, 
including performance bonds, dealing with timber sales. It is 
unclear how a steward fits into this part of the project. Do they 
handle the receipts? Does the stewardship process add to the already 
cumbersome process of advertising, laying out, marking and selling 
timber according to strict Forest Service regulations? It is also unclear 
what happens to a project that is a long way from being completed 
(such as this one) if a steward cannot continue with its financial 
and/or in-kind contributions.  Apparently the financial details of 
stewardship are considered proprietary and not subject to inquiries. 

Looking at the difficulty the Forest Service faces in completing these 
complicated projects that manipulate forest composition, it seems 
odd that the agency has spent so much time and resources banking 
many more projects (without adequate environmental analysis) 
through the Foothills Collaboration process. Responsible managers 
would concentrate on completing projects on a smaller scale to 
determine efficacy of treatments before embarking on larger ones. 
The difficulty that the Forest Service faces in selling timber raises the 
concern that the agency will be tempted to select timber based on its 
marketability as opposed to some criteria based on a perceived need 
for composition change.  n
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(continued on page 10)

Twenty-one members of Georgia ForestWatch gathered at the 
historic Woody Gap School in Suches on June 3, 2018, for a much-
anticipated hike up to Little Cedar Mountain and down to raging 
Canada Creek to see an amazing waterfall. 

Sue Harmon and Jan Stansell organized our hike, and Cliff Shaw 
was our leader on the trail. We were in the Chattahoochee National 
Forest, but in a section that has no marked or maintained trails. For 
this reason, people outside the area are not very familiar with this 
great part of the National Forest. 

One of the hikers, Linda Chafin, has a cabin nearby and is the 
Conservation Botanist at the State Botanical Garden of Georgia in 
Athens. She is also the author of the first book devoted exclusively 
to wildflowers in Georgia, Field Guide to Wildflowers of Georgia and 
Surrounding States.  We were fortunate to have her with us to help 
identify the many wildflowers we spotted along our hike. Linda was 
not the only very knowledgeable person on the hike. Sometimes it 
took a consultation among several of these folks to determine the 
identity of some of the lesser-known wildflowers we encountered.  
The first part of our hike was relatively easy as we followed a well-

Little Cedar Mountain and Canada Creek
by Clayton Webster

defined trail recently used by mountain bikers. We gained elevation as 
we hiked to the top of Little Cedar Mountain.  When we reached the 
mountaintop, we had one of the best views in Georgia from Buzzard’s 
Roost, a large rock outcrop overlooking the Canada Creek Valley.
 
We looked down into the beautiful Canada Creek Valley, which 
eventually flows into the Toccoa River and into Lake Blue Ridge. We 
could also look across the valley to see other towering mountains, with 
almost no sign of civilization.  In the thousands of acres of forest, we 
saw only one red roof. 

After our visit to Buzzard’s Roost, our hike got a little more 
challenging. We backtracked a short way to a side path we had passed 
earlier, heading straight down the mountain. With the recent rains, 
the trail was slippery. We were walking through beautiful mountain 
laurel on both sides of the trail, most in full bloom.

When we reached Canada Creek, we first thought we might have to 
return and call off the remainder of the hike. The stream was nearly 
out of its banks and flowing very swiftly. There was a single 10”-
wide log to cross. After much consultation among our trip leaders, it 

A hiker ventures across Canada Creek
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Saturday, August 18th

Marie Dunkle • Dog-Friendly Hike on
Stonewall Falls Trail 

Saturday, September 8th

Jess Riddle & Tom Hennigan
Nature Walk at Smithgall Woods

Tuesday, September 18th

Ruth Stokes • Invasive Species Issues Hike

Saturday, September 22nd

Jess Riddle • Invasive Species Issues Hike

Wednesday, September 26th

Melanie Vickers
Bartram Trail – Earl’s Ford to Dicks Creek Falls

Saturday, October 6th

Fall Retreat at Vogel State Park

Saturday, October 20th

JP Schmidt
Rich Slopes Near Monticello,

Dog-Friendly

Wednesday, November 7th

Melanie Vickers
Dog-Friendly Hike on the AT 

Dicks Creek Gap to Powell Mountain

Saturday, December 1st

Tom Colkett • Dog-Friendly Hike on the AT

Email info@gafw.org to reserve your spot or 
register online at gafw.org/outings-events/. 

Join our email alert program at www.gafw.org to 
receive hike alerts and registration information.

Please note that Georgia ForestWatch members 
are given early-bird priority on outings. 
We do not take reservations in advance 

of the alert posting.

UPCOMING OUTINGS

Ridges.  Unlike many trails which were adapted from old logging roads or 
laid out before sustainability was a consideration, the Dry Creek trails were 
designed with erosion, maintenance, and user experience in mind.  The 
Pinhoti Trail ties together this regionally unique combination of recreation 
opportunities – streams, views, waterfalls, and trails of all sorts – by running 
through the Dry Creek system before wrapping around the north end of 
Johns Mountain and forming one leg of the Johns Mountain Loop.

What keeps me coming back to this area, though, is the prime example of a 
forest growing on limestone.  Rare on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National 
Forest, limestone soils with high pH, calcium and often magnesium support 
plants not found in north Georgia’s typical acidic soil.  The calcium helps 
snails build their shells and the birds that feed on them build their eggshells.

Found at the mountain’s north end, the slope keeps the limestone soils  moist, 
and the many trees over 150 years old show the full expression of the forest.  
Similar to coves in the higher mountains, tall basswoods and tuliptrees shade 
a thick, green forest floor of bloodroots, black cohosh, and little sweet Betsy 
trilliums – the last seemingly on steroids here and not so little.  Mixed in with 
those familiar species are slippery elm, chinquapin oak, smallflower baby blue 
eyes.  Other common species seem unfamiliar because they are out of context.  
Boxelder, sugarberry (hackberry), and trumpet creeper typically grow along 
streams and in floodplains, but here they flourish high on a mountain slope. 

On either side of the limestone slope, fine examples of chestnut oak and 
hickory forest grow out of dry, acidic soils and provide a sharp contrast.  
These slopes of extensive, natural forest also contrast with most of the 
Armuchee Ridges because they lack artificial pine plantations.  The main 
Armuchee Ridges have smaller “finger” ridges that jut off perpendicular to 
the main ridgeline.  Low diversity loblolly pine plantations cap many finger 
ridges, fragmenting the native hardwood and hardwood-pine forests.  At the 
north end of Johns Mountain, plantations are restricted to the valleys, and a 
large, continuous native forest occupies the higher elevations.

Johns Mountain, like many of the finest areas in the Armuchee Ridges, often 
goes underappreciated.  The high density of roads compared to the Blue 
Ridge is obvious while the shifts in species and other unique features are often 
subtle.  In general, the Armuchee Ridges lose out in comparison to the taller 
and wetter mountains of the Blue Ridge.  The plants and animals that live in 
the Armuchee Ridges, though, aren’t comparing themselves to those that live 
anywhere else.  The region has its own unique climate, soils, and history.  The 
best of it deserves to be protected.

Reference:
Fearrington, Tom. 1986. History of the Armuchee Ranger District.  USDA 
Forest Service. 204 pp.  n

Johns Mountain:  A Georgia Mountain Treasure
(continued from page 6)
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WELCOME 
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Mohawk Carpet 
Foundation

Warren Mullis
Jay & Julia Padgett

Picnic Cafe & Dessertery
Linda Pirkle

Jonathan & Linda Powell
Carolyn Puckett

Cathy Ritch
Nerissa Roth

Erin Seng
Jane Shenk

Genevieve Summers

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate, 131 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3643 
Fax: 202-228-0724
E-mail: www.isakson.senate.gov/public/index.
cfm/email-me 

-or-

Field Representative Daniela Belton Perry
c/o Sen. Johnny Isakson
One Overton Park SE
3625 Cumberland Blvd., Suite 970
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
Phone: 770-661-0999 • Fax: 770-661-0768
Cell: 423-298-4256
E-mail: daniela_belton @isakson.senate.gov

U.S. Senate

Senator David Perdue
Senator David Perdue
455 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3521
www.perdue.senate.gov/connect/email

-or-

Field Representative Stami Williams
3280 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 2640
Atlanta, GA   30305
Phone: 404-865-0087
Fax:  404-816-3435
Stami_Williams@perdue.senate.gov

U.S. House of Representatives

Representative Jody Hice
100 Court Street
Monroe, GA  30655
Phone: 770-207-1776
Fax: 770-226-6751
http://hice.house.gov/contact/

Representative Austin Scott
127-B  N. Central Ave.
Tifton, GA   31794
Phone: 229-396-5175
Fax:  229-396-5179
https://austinscott.house.gov/
email-me

Representative Tom Graves
702 South Thornton Ave.
Dalton, GA   30720
Phone: 706-226-5320
Fax:  706-278-0840
http://tomgraves.house.gov/
contact/

Representative Doug Collins
210 Washington St. NW
Suite 202
Gainesville, GA   30501
Phone:  770-297-3388
Fax:  770-297-3390
https://dougcollins.house.gov/
email-me

THANK YOU 
FOREST GUARDIANS!

(April – June)

Tom & Jeanette Crawford
EarthShare of Georgia

Georgia Chapter, Sierra Club
Robin & Janet Hitner

Mohawk Carpet Foundation

was determined that we would try it, and Jan would go back to the 
trailhead with those who did not want to attempt the crossing. As a 
result, three turned back and the remaining eighteen made it safely 
across. 

After lunch, we began climbing again. Sometimes we would be on 
a faint trail, and other times we would be just bushwhacking up the 
mountain. Our goal now was to reach the upper waterfall on Canada 
Creek. When we really started hearing the falls, we were surprised that 
the route we took seemed to be the least used, but it took us to one of 
the most amazing sights.  The waterfall was not a straight drop, but 
a cascade or double drop with probably a huge rock about halfway 
down. I say probably, because the volume of water coming over the 
falls was so huge that the hidden rock created about a 20 or 30’ tall 
“rooster tail” that was truly spectacular. The total drop of the falls we 
estimated to be around 50 feet. Rhododendron was thick around the 
falls and the creek in this area. 

There is one additional waterfall above this one, but it is on private 
property. Farther downstream are three more waterfalls.  Cliff said that 
even though there are several significant waterfalls on this creek, they 
are all unnamed. We all agreed that the challenging hike to get here 
was well worthwhile once we saw the falls. 

After viewing the falls, we had to get back up the mountain again. We 
found trails coming in from private property and old logging roads 
that met at intersections. Cliff knew which fork to take each time. 
When we heard the motorcycles on Hwy 60, we knew we were getting 
back close to civilization. We came out on the property of the Two 
Wheels of Suches motorcycle resort. Dozens of cyclists were around 
the facility on this beautiful day to be in the mountains. It was just a 
short road walk back to our vehicles at Woody Gap School.  n

Little Cedar Mountain and Canada Creek
(continued from page 8)
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Several years ago on a trip to Mohawk Trail State Forest, one of 
New England’s premier forests, our route followed a moderate sized 
stream for a few miles.  For that whole distance in the floodplain, there 
was a continuous shrubby thicket, all the same green, all the same 
texture, all the same height.  The thicket continued under trees and 
in open areas.  That was the first time Japanese Knotweed (Reynoutria 
japonica, formerly Polygonum cuspidatum and Fallopia japonica) made 
an impression on me.

The large perennial herb has also made an impression on people in 
Europe where its mere presence can lower property values and deter 
sales.  Do an image search for “Japanese Knotweed” and “asphalt” and 
you’ll get an idea of what people are worried about.  England has gone 
so far as to ban sales of the species and require certification to dispose 
of the species or to receive knotweed waste.

Few species can survive underneath knotweed.  The thickets produce 
dense shade and the plants are allelopathic, i.e., they produce 
chemicals that harm other plants.  Even under moist conditions, 
knotweed can suppress tree regeneration and gradually turn a forest 
into a shrubby thicket.

Fortunately, the invader is not yet widespread in the South.  Only 
two populations have been discovered so far on Chattahoochee 
National Forest land.  The Forest Service has nearly eradicated one of 
them.  However, the menace lurks in plain sight along roads in Ellijay, 
Dahlonega, and Sautee.

Knotweed’s tenacity makes it one of the worst invaders.  Small 
fragments of either roots or stems readily grow into new plants.  That 
tenacity limits mechanical removal to small, recently established 
plants.  Older plants likely have deep rhizomes that will evade removal.  
That leaves herbicides, primarily Round-Up, as the principle control 
method.  Even spraying cut stems or leaves in the summer or early fall, 
when the plant is most sensitive, often requires three or four years to 
completely kill the plant.  Clearly, the best option is to find knotweed 
early, and prevent it from becoming established.

Knotweed does not look particularly menacing.  The thumb-thick 
stems with conspicuous joints are reminiscent of bamboo.  They arch 
and branch to heights of three to ten or more feet, and the hollow 
stems persist through the winter.  Broadly oval leaves with blunt bases, 
smooth edges, and pointed tips alternate down the branches.  In 
summer, strings of small, off-white flowers emerge from angle between 
the branch and sun-exposed leaves, the sparingly-branched clusters 
standing above the leaves.

The hollow, jointed stems, large size, and broad, pointed leaves 
generally make knotweed distinct from our native species. Spikenard, 

Invasive species profile:  Japanese knotweed 
(Reynoutria japonica)
by Jess Riddle   :   Forest Ecologist

a relative of ginseng that grows in canopy gaps in moist forests, 
matches knotweed’s stature and leaf shape.  Spikenard has leaves 
arranged in pairs along the branches with a single leaf at the branch 
tip, rather than alternate leaves.  Spikenard leaves have serrated 
rather than smooth edges.  Finally, spikenard produces a single, large 
cluster of flowers at the center of the plant, and each branch of the 
cluster terminates in a sphere of small flowers.
 
Oddly, chefs and foodies may become important players in this 
battle.  They liken the young shoots to rhubarb and put them on the 
plates at high-end restaurants.  Hopefully, this new demand leads to 
more control and not cultivation.

References:
Cornell University.  Japanese knotweed (Polygonatum cuspidatum 

Sieb. & Zucc.). Accessed 6/4/2018.  http://www.nyis.info/index.
php?action=invasive_detail&id=43

Preston, Marguerite. Japanese knotweed: the massively destructive 
weed that chefs love. Bon Appetit. Accessed 6/4/2018.   https://
www.bonappetit.com/test-kitchen/ingredients/article/japanese-
knotweed-recipes

State of Michigan.  Japanese knotweed. Accessed 
6/4/2018.  https://www.michigan.gov/
invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71240_73850-368750--,00.html

Yemm, Helen. Japanese knotweed: the tarmac-smashing thug 
invading our gardens. The Telegraph. Accessed 6/4/2018.   
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/gardening/problem-solving/
japanese-knotweed--the-tarmac-smashing-thug-invading-our-
gardens/
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Japanese knotweed thrives in Dahlonega
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