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From the Director

The importance of outreach
Mary Topa
Executive Director

A

s a child, I spent most of my spare time outdoors. I was
fortunate to have a father who was more at home in the woods than
any other place. I thought it was normal to spend week nights and
weekends in Cleveland’s Metroparks, hiking, skating, sledding, fishing,
looking for fossils and arrowheads in the fossil-rich Cleveland shale,
or just exploring the wonders of nature. My dad would load our ‘57
Chevy with as many neighborhood kids as possible and pick a magical
place to burn off our energy. Even after he died when I was 13 years
old, my siblings and I were drawn to the Metroparks for solitude
and recreation. I have never lost that sense of exploration in finding
new and special places, or the feeling of solace and renewal that these
special places provide time and time again.
My father instilled in me not only a passion for forests and all things
wild, but also a desire to instill this same passion in others. It can be
as simple as taking a respite from organized sports with children to let
them explore nature with their natural curiosity, or teaching young
adults in a more structured environment. I have always found that the
first step is just getting young people out into the woods. And, it is
never too late to teach adults of all ages to care about and protect our
public parks, forests and waterways.
Outreach and education are important parts of Georgia ForestWatch’s
mission. We are working to expand our outreach activities, give
current members more on-the-ground volunteer opportunities, and
help teach new members how important our national forests are. We
hope to accomplish this by hosting and partnering with other groups
to create public service volunteer opportunities.
Volunteer involvement will be crucial to help maintain our natural
areas over the next several decades. Most budgets for both private
and public natural areas are not sufficient to do all the work
required, such as monitoring, trail maintenance and restoration of
ecologically-sensitive areas. Parks and forests are becoming more
and more dependent on volunteers to help with trail repair, control
invasive plants, and meet restoration goals. Georgia ForestWatch
is increasingly getting requests from its members for public service
opportunities, and many foundations are placing a high priority on
this activity.
I just moved from a metropolitan area in northeast Ohio, where one
of the biggest battles we faced was the spread of exotic invasive plant
species. Working with a group of conservation managers, I quickly
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learned that it is almost impossible to eradicate invasive plants once
they have become established en masse without a large amount of
(generally volunteer) labor for mechanical removal, with cautious
herbicide application by park personnel reserved for the most
persistent species. Early detection and rapid response is becoming
the mantra of most park and conservation managers, with regional
partnerships forming to help prevent the spread of invasives from one
area to the next. The key to this approach is often an on-the-ground
team of trained volunteers who work with the park managers to
locate and eradicate early invasions while they are still manageable.
Our volunteer District Leader program and ecological voice in
the CoTrails program are ideal springboards to expand Georgia
ForestWatch’s outreach activities to include monitoring and educating
the public about the spread of exotic invasive plants. Invasive seeds
hitch rides on/in boots, tires, hooves, scat or feces, and waterways,
and generally love disturbed areas. Their numbers are often greatest
next to a trail or edge and in recently-logged areas. Since invasive
species have been identified as one of the leading threats to native
biodiversity, their removal should be an important part of any onthe-ground monitoring program.
Georgia ForestWatch is also the sort of grass-roots organization that
could offer a wide spectrum of internship opportunities. We hope to
involve recent graduates in environmental education and outreach,
volunteer training, pre-law advocacy, and forest monitoring. I
have mentored over 40 undergraduate students in my career, and
I understand the importance of providing on-the-job training for
future ecologists and conservationists. Consequently, I am pursuing
funding opportunities to support one-year internships for recent
graduates to help with numerous Georgia ForestWatch activities. By
working with some of the local colleges and universities, we not only
will foster new partnerships, but help train future conservationists.
On behalf of Georgia ForestWatch Board and staff, we wish you a
joyous holiday season and happy New Year!
For the forest!

Board welcomes
new members
by Kasey Sturm : Board President

T

he Georgia ForestWatch Board welcomes two new members:
Kathleen Ackerman joined us at the July board meeting and Brian Wills
joined the Board in October. We are very excited to have Kathleen and
will strengthen the skill set of our Board. Congratulations and
welcome to both Kathleen and Brian!
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Georgia ForestWatch is a 501(c)3
Forest News edited by Audrey Moylan and Mary Topa

STAFF
Mary Topa, Executive Director
Darren Wolfgang, Forest Ecologist

She recently earned her MBA from Georgia State University. She is an
intrepid adventurer and enjoys spending time in the outdoors. Kathleen
is serving as Co-Chair of our spring Wild & Woolly event, which will
be held April 20, 2013. Kathleen is also serving on the Nominating/
Board Development and Fundraising Committees. Kathleen will work
to enhance our outreach and build our membership in the Atlanta area.
She and her husband Matt reside in East Atlanta.
Brian Wills recently moved to Georgia. He is the Vice President of
Development for ShelterBox USA, an international disaster relief charity
by disaster worldwide. Prior to this he was Director of Philanthropy
for the Nature Conservancy in Texas, where he worked with the Texas
Chapter and the Nature Conservancy’s Global Freshwater Program. He
enjoys playing music (particularly bluegrass) and hiking the beautiful
forests of the southeast. Brian has B.A. from Baylor University and
an M.A. in Journalism from the University of Colorado. Brian is
serving on the Fundraising Committee and will work to strengthen and
broaden our foundational support. He and his wife Fran have three
adult children – all of whom are living in Georgia. ■
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Conasauga Ranger District
Robin Hitner 678-294-3256
(Chattooga, Gordon, Murray,
counties)
David Govus 706-276-2512
(Fannin & Gilmer counties)
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CoTrails: An award-winning initiative set to
review trail assessments
by Audrey Moylan : Board Advisor

T

his unique collaborative effort between the ChattahoocheeOconee National Forests’ staff and principal recreational trail-user
groups is becoming known nationwide. For his exceptional effort to
engage the public in creative and innovative ways that built new and
strengthened existing partnerships, including CoTrails, departing
CONF Supervisor George Bain was named 2012 Federal Land
Manager of the Year for the USDA Forest Service. This prestigious
honor is given annually as part of the U.S. Department of Interior’s
Take Pride in America Program, a nationwide partnership authorized
by Congress to promote appreciation and stewardship of public
lands. At an award ceremony in Washington, D.C., Southern
Regional Forester Liz Agpaoa praised Bain and his staff for successful
efforts in engaging local communities, individuals, and groups to
meet the challenges of restoring healthy forests in Georgia. When
referring particularly to CoTrails, George said, “It is inspiring to
see the level of commitment from our partners and national forest
staff to keep this collaborative process moving forward.” (See Bain’s
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other contributions toward responsible restoration and maintenance
practices on the CONF in Darren Wolfgang’s “Fond Farewell” article
on page 8.)
CoTrails’ leaders and accomplishments, including contributions
by Wayne Jenkins, Joe Gatins and myself, also were honored at a
recent celebration held in Atlanta for the 2012 USDA Forest Service
Regional Forester Honor Award winners. One of 15 winners selected
from 42 nominations all across the Southern Region, CoTrails
was acknowledged for its “collaborative approach to strengthen
relationships among trail users to achieve a more diverse and
sustainable trail system.” CoTrails’ winning nomination included
a brief history of the initiative, stating that “Forest Supervisor
George Bain first launched the idea of a collaborative approach
to restoration through managed recreation after a discussion with
Wayne Jenkins, former Executive Director of Georgia ForestWatch.”
Georgia ForestWatch secured a grant from the R. Howard Dobbs

has been proud to assist in the leadership and evolution of the
program.
Regional Forester Liz Agpaoa presented each CoTrails founder and

Executive Director Mary Topa accepted Wayne Jenkins’ and Joe
Gatins’ awards. Volunteers were pleased to meet interim CONF
supervisor Randy Warbington, who is Director of Engineering for
the Southern Region.

contributed at least 20 hours of maintenance work on the
CONF was another 2012 award celebration. Following lunch
and introductory remarks from CONF Dispersed Recreation
Program Manager John Campbell (who also mentioned Georgia
ForestWatch’s role in founding CoTrails), Regional Forester Liz
remarks, George Bain expressed pride in the CoTrails initiative and

Forest Service pin, and for exceptional work hours a CoTrails vest,
were presented by the CONF’s four District Rangers to volunteers
on their respective districts.

by a team of Forest Service and volunteer Working Group members.

opportunities in each CONF district: trails that will be considered
for decommissioning; non-system social trails that will be considered
for addition to the CONF system; and areas in need of evaluation
for potential trails. Trails considered for closing are not used by the
public, cannot be found on the ground, are unsafe, or are causing

location or an existing designated trail. A team of volunteers will
work with the District Recreation Program Manager in compiling
data and other information required for evaluating issues and
opportunities.
Progress toward completion of these steps in the CoTrails process, as
well as the status of volunteer crew leader training, will be reported to
the public at the next general meeting, set for Saturday, January 26,

day will start with hikes and exhibits at 10:00AM. More information
can be found on the CoTrails website (www.CoTrails.org). ■

Photo credit: Courtesy of USDA Forest Service

Meanwhile, instead of resting on their laurels, the CoTrails
Working Group is busy preparing for the post-assessment steps
in the CoTrails process. An extensive data base is being compiled
from two sources: the professional and volunteer trail assessments
and the Forest Service digital maps of designated trails on each

CONF district. To facilitate the review and evaluation process,
Forest Service members will enter data and recommendations from
each assessment (57 professional, 78 volunteer) on a spreadsheet.
In addition to hard data such as grade measurements, the data base
necessarily will include subjective values such as high, intermediate,
or low for, say, the level of “maintenance” (work) recommended on a

CoTrails representatives receive the 2012 USDA Forest Service Regional Forester Honor Award on November 15 in Atlanta.
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Ben Cash: Hike leader and new co-district leader
by Audrey Moylan : Board Advisor

I

Ben’s ancestors were among America’s first settlers in Virginia,
and more than a century later among the first in Georgia’s newly
established Habersham County. He lives on a farm on Little
Hazel Creek where his grandfather settled, close to what is now
the Lake Russell Wildlife Management Area. As a boy, he enjoyed
fishing in the creek and hunting and camping in the woods. His
determination to know more about nature grew from frustration
over grown-ups’ ignorance of animals and plants he asked about.
Through the years Ben has cultivated around 100 native plant
species on his farm. Despite all the effort put into collecting
and nurturing these special plants, he doesn’t seem to mind that
they provide sustenance for what others perceive as four-legged
garden pests. As Ben recounts, with some bemusement, one recent

Photo credit: Ben Cash

f you love visiting the forest and want to learn something about
most everything in sight and underfoot, be sure to go on a Georgia
ForestWatch outing with Ben Cash. His extensive knowledge of
the flora, fauna and landforms of the Chattahoochee-Oconee
National Forest reflects a life-long fascination with nature. He
is a self-taught, true master naturalist who continues to explore
the natural environment, and in the mode of one of his heroes,
William Bartram, also pursues a long-time interest in Native
American history and culture.

morning he awoke to find a little fawn outside his window. By the
time he retrieved a camera and went outside, the doe was heading
into the woods. He followed but she was out of sight. Returning to
the house, he spotted the fawn on the ground and was totally amazed
that he must have stepped over or right by it. A few days later, the doe
had the then more mobile fawn in the front yard and was obviously,
according to Ben, pointing out the best tasting trilliums.

Photo credit: Joyce Taafe

Ben joined ForestWatch eight years ago when friends told him how
the organization began and what was being done to protect the
Forest. He was delighted to meet knowledgeable folks on Georgia
ForestWatch outings and was especially glad to be a ForestWatcher
after the cookout and campfire music at the first retreat he attended.
He has attended every retreat since. Already a hike leader in other
organizations, he has become a much-admired hike leader for Georgia
ForestWatch as well.
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Having recently retired from both a 36-year career in accounting
and human resources at a locally-owned corporation and a 25year tenure as manager of a credit union, Ben is taking on more
volunteer activities at Georgia ForestWatch. A participant in the
CoTrails Initiative from the beginning, he now is a leading team
member in volunteer trail assessments on the Chattahoochee-Oconee
National Forests’ Chattooga River Ranger District. He believes this
collaborative effort between the Forest Service and major trail user
groups is an excellent opportunity to learn more about the forest and
participate in its management. Ben has recently become interested in
our volunteer District Leader program; as he learns more about the
program, we will surely put his skills to use in the Chattooga River
Ranger District.
After reading Diane Freer’s article, “Hike at Mount Yonah”, in this
newsletter, you’ll definitely want to sign up for Ben’s next hike. n

Hike at Mount Yonah
by Diane Freer : Office Manager

W

hy do you hike in the woods? Is it to dodge your “to do”
list, to get some exercise, to spend time with your friends, or just
for the peace and quiet?

Photo credit: Lloyd Unnold

antidote for the day-to-day mental and visual noise of
technology, entertainment, politics and general presence of man.
I know that the trails leading through forests were often placed
there by man, but I can generally put this fact on heavy ignore.
where I can be alone – a dwindling list here in north Georgia.

and a few fellow hikers. Our goal was to hike Mount Yonah. I
chose this hike primarily because Ben has often been described
as a knowledgeable naturalist, and I wanted to gain some insight

new world of information – one that would allow me to become even more
involved in and intimate with nature.

nature.
We started our hike from the parking area at the base of the

When we reached the top of Mount Yonah, we were met with calm winds
and warm sunshine. We took our time with lunch and enjoyed the view

route. Along the way, Ben would stop and point out various
trees and shrubs, which even without their identifying leaves and

an anchor point, we tried to name the various peaks surrounding us by
referring to topographical maps we had brought along.

feel the soft furry bark of the staghorn sumac, smell the fragrant
tang of a freshly scraped spicebush twig, and see the deep
maroon leaves of the sweetleaf bush. I learned some pointers for
identifying the Table Mountain pine and listened to a discussion
of the winter habits of the puttyroot orchid. Here was a whole

To me, the essential lesson of the hike was to look at the forest both in
detail and on a broad scope. To “stop often and use all your senses to
explore where you are standing” seemed to be the important message of
the day. I learned so much. Ben has shown me how to hike “in” the woods

District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
USFS Conasauga River
Ranger District
3941 Highway 76 • Chatsworth, GA 30705
706-695-6736
Ranger, Andrew Baker
USFS Blue Ridge Ranger District
1181 Highway 515
P.O. Box 9 • Blairsville, GA 30512
albaker@fs.fed.us
706-745-6928

Ranger, Edward Hunter
USFS Chattooga River Ranger
District
9975 Highway 441 South
Lakemont, GA 30552
ehunter@fs.fed.us
706-754-6221
Ranger, Ben Battle
USFS Oconee National Forest
1199 Madison Road
Eatonton, GA 31024
bbattle@fs.fed.us
706-485-7110

■

Forest Service Contacts
Randy Warbington – Interim Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501
770-297-3000
Elizabeth (Liz) Agpaoa – Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree St. NE
Atlanta, GA 30309
404-347-4177
Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
James L. Whitten Bldg.
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250
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A fond farewell to Chattahoochee-Oconee
Forest Supervisor George Bain
S

upervisor Bain has left Georgia to embark on a new adventure
out West where he’ll serve as the Director of Recreation, Lands,
Minerals, Heritage, and Wilderness, based in Missoula, Montana.
His work on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest (CONF)
has been pivotal in furthering the evolution of forest and recreation
management ideology. Most recently, together with former
ForestWatch Executive Director Wayne Jenkins and a host of very
dedicated volunteers, he facilitated the Chattahoochee-Oconee
Collaborative Trails Initiative (CoTrails).The basic premise of
CoTrails is the creation of a forum that encompasses all recreational
user groups and Forest Service land managers in conducting
a thorough resource assessment, followed by education and
mobilization of volunteers to conduct trail assessments, routine
maintenance, and improvement work on 250 miles of forest trails.
This all inclusive initiative makes the CONF one of the few forests
in the nation with such a comprehensive recreation management
analysis and maintenance template. While the cross ties have been
placed, there’s still a good bit of rail track to lay until the CoTrails
train leaves the station and proceeds toward full implementation.
Learn more about CoTrails here: www.CoTrails.org.
In addition to Bain’s innovative work with recreation management
reform on the CONF, he has also been willing to entertain and
implement alternative forest management ideas that run counter
to the “bad old days” on the forest when the primary focus was to
liquidate as much timber as possible. Now, with an ecologicallybased Land and Resources Management Plan for the forest, the
CONF staff, under Bain’s leadership, has remained committed to
thinning old clearcuts and planted pine plantations in order to
improve forest health and ecological resiliency. One example of
this forward thinking is the Oconee Forest and Wildlife Habitat

Improvement
initiative. During the
development of this
forest management
program, the agency
sifted through
enormous data sets
to create a stand-level
forest community
template that identified
the “ecological”
potential of each forest
stand. The process
uses factors such as
current vegetation,
land use history, soils/
geology, slope, and
aspect, among others, to determine the most healthy forest species
assemblages. A stand that was clear cut and planted with row crops
with loblolly pine, for example, would be restored, over time, to an
oak-hickory forest.

We here at Georgia ForestWatch are happy to have known and worked
closely with Mr. Bain to further mutual goals of promoting healthy
forests, facilitating a diverse and sustainable multi-use recreational
trails system, and perhaps most importantly, genuinely incorporating
public input and collaboration in the decision making process for the
management of our national forests.
We wish you well George! n

U.S. Senate
Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate, 416 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3521
Fax: 202-224-0103
E-mail via web form: chambliss.senate.gov
>contact us >email
-orRegional Representative Darren Kendall
c/o Sen. Saxby Chambliss
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1340
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
770-763-9090
Fax: 770-226-8633
E-mail: darren_kendall@chambliss.senate.gov
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by Darren Wolfgang : Forest Ecologist

U.S. House of Representatives
Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate, 120 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3643
Fax: 202-228-0724
E-mail: http://isakson.senate.gov/contact.cfm
-orField Representative Denise Clopton
c/o Sen. Johnny Isakson
One Overton Park
3625 Cumberland Blvd., Suite 970
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
770-661-0999
Fax: 770-661-0768
E-mail: denise_clopton@isakson.senate.gov

Representative Paul Broun
560 Falls Road
Toccoa, GA 30577
706-886-1008 • Fax: 706-886-1009
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/writerep
Representative Austin Scott
682 Cherry St., Suite 300
Macon, GA 31201
478-464-0255 • Toll-free: 877-464-0255 • Fax: 478-464-0277
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/writerep
Representative Tom Graves
P.O. Box 1015
Gainesville, GA 30503
770-535-2592 • Fax: 770-535-2765
E-mail via web form: https://tomgraves.house.gov/contact/
email-me.shtml

Around the forest
by Darren Wolfgang : Forest Ecologist
Blue Ridge Ranger District
System Development:
as soil type, slope, aspect, precipitation, elevation, land use history,
and current vegetation to help determine the most ecologicallyappropriate forest community assemblages and related forest
restoration activities for each site. Consistent with the Oconee
ECS, this system will act solely as a decision support tool, and not

habitat and water quality in the Upper Warwoman watershed.
•

•

inspections will be necessary to validate the results of the ECS
model prior to any management activity. Information presented at a
activities will focus on thinning overstocked white pine stands,
prescribed burning, and creating canopy gaps in even-aged forests to
promote structural diversity. Some high elevation cutting to promote
brushy (“early succession”) habitat for birds and other wildlife
is possible, but this represents a minor component of potential
management activities.

Chattooga River Ranger District
Upper Warwoman Landscape Management Project: As reported
in our last newsletter, the district continues analysis and project
development in the ~14,136 acre Upper Warwoman Watershed.
anticipated public scoping notice was issued on November 15, 2012.
We were pleased to see that the district incorporated many of our
concerns into this proposal. Overall, the draft project is a marked
improvement over previous poorly-thought-out projects proposed
being more cautious and thoughtful about the type and location
of management activities they seek to implement, while paying
following management activities:
•

Mechanical vegetation management on 1,233 acres, of which
1,168 acres are commercial and the remaining 65 acres are nonactivities includes 378 acres of pine-oak woodland restoration via
commercial thinning; 65 acres of pine oak woodland restoration
via non-commercial thinning; 221 acres of oak pine regeneration
treatments; and 569 acres of intermediate (middle-aged) oakpine thinning.

•

the removal of four failing culverts, and the installation of one

2,701 acres of existing burn units in the watershed. Under this
proposal more than 60% of the watershed would be burned
every 3-5 years or every 5-10 years, depending on site type.
Widlife opening, daylighting and early successional habitat
creation. Proposed on 70 acres, this work includes thinning
the perimeter of targeted wildlife openings and road corridors
to increase structural diversity and encourage population
forest and high light levels.

•

reconstruction and daylighting (thinning to allow roads more
sunlight to dry faster and reduce maintenance); two miles
of road decommissioning to resolve stream sedimentation
issues; and 8.2 miles of user-access management, which would
permanently restrict vehicle access to reduce maintenance
costs and environmental degradation from sedimentation.

Conasauga River Ranger District
As reported in
previous newsletters, the district continues to work through more
than 5,000 acres of pine thinning, outlined in the 2008 Armuchee
southern pine beetle prevention program was expanded by adding
140 acres in the Hidden Creek watershed to the thinning activities
currently underway in the vicinity of the Armuchee Ridges Project
areas.

Oconee Ranger District
Oconee Forest Health and Wildlife Habitat Improvement
Project Update: In 2008, the Oconee district initiated a Large
Scale Assessment to quantify and identify current vegetation
conditions and desired future conditions, and establish
management and conservation priorities. As you may recall, this
process grew into the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests’
recently participated in a stakeholder meeting to discuss
management activities for 2013. As in recent years, the bulk of
plantations for southern pine beetle prevention and furthering the
recovery of the federally endangered red-cockaded woodpecker.
in younger stands on approximately 3 acres. All desirable
hardwoods would be retained during pine thinning in order to
help expand the populations of those species. ■
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Book Review:
The Seed Underground: A Growing Revolution
to Save Food
by Tom Colkett : District Leader
The Seed Underground: A Growing Revolution to Save Food, by Janisse
Ray. Chelsea Green Publishing Co. 2012.

I

f you eat food, or if you love someone who does, then
this book is absolutely a “must read” for you! There is a
very real threat to our food supply, and the more people
who understand the threat and what to do about it, the
better the chance that you and your loved ones will be
able to continue this habit - eating.
In Francois Truffaut’s 1966 movie “Fahrenheit 451”
(based on the Ray Bradbury book of the same title),
we find humanity trapped in a culture that forbids
the reading of books. Public book burning is the law
of the land. In response, an underground culture
forms in which individuals take on the responsibility
of memorizing certain important books. Looking
forward to a possible future when books might again
become legal, these people were attempting to insure
that some of our most important ideas would survive a
temporary cultural insanity.
Janisse Ray’s latest book, “The Seed Undergound: A Growing
Revolution to Save Food”, has some parallels to “Fahrenheit 451”.
First, Ray’s book would have to be one of the books memorized in that
society; and secondly, she is warning of a similar danger to our future
world: the loss of our food!
“When we dig deeper, we realize that our seed supply is in crisis
and therefore our food is in crisis. A tragedy of corporate robbery is
being acted out on a world stage…” Ms. Ray points out that 94%
of the open-pollinated food seed varieties available in 1903 were no
longer available in 2004 seed catalogues, and that’s not counting the
thousands of heirloom varieties that were never sold commercially.
“Open-pollinated” plants regenerate through pollination by insects,
birds, wind or other natural mechanisms. While open-pollination can
create plants that vary widely in genetic traits, the resulting diversity
can include plants adapted to local weather and soil conditions, and
resistance to blight and other diseases. In contrast, “controlled”
pollination as practiced in agricultural industry, results in plants which
will have traits similar to the parent plants that created the seed. The
shriveling gene pool resulting from the industrial control of the process
and its focus on a limited number of varieties with specific plant traits
“puts the entire food supply at risk” by stripping our crops of the
ability to adapt to localized stresses such as pests, drought, weather
fluctuations, etc. This is the very scary central theme of the book; it
10 Georgia ForestWatch

should be a call to action for anyone who cares about our food
supply.
The author points out that three crops account for
87% of all grain production and 43% of all food
consumed worldwide – wheat, corn and rice;
these crops are all that stand between humanity
and starvation. Traditionally, there have been
thousands of wheat varieties grown worldwide.
Now, only nine varieties comprise half of the
wheat grown in the U.S. and, as Janisse points
out, “Crop sameness leads to vulnerability”. We
have seen the devastating results of monoculture,
especially in the western U.S., where unwise forest
management practices produced large-scale, similaraged forests that consisted almost entirely of one
tree species. Not surprisingly, when the beetle
found them, there was little that could be done to
halt the total destruction of these forests.
And now, having pointed out the dark side of the
situation, the author moves to the remedy, beautifully
describing the people and groups of people who have been working
to preserve biodiversity in our food supply. These aren’t profitmaking mega corporations, as there’s not enough money in it for
these large corporations. They are individuals and small farmers
all over the country, all with their own approaches, all with their
own cares, but communicating and coordinating with each other
through seed exchanges, publications and just plain old word
of mouth. It’s here that we learn of the Conch Cowpea, Sylvia’s
Garden, Preacher Beans, the Poet Who Saved Seeds, Tomato Man,
The Pollinator, the Sweet Potato Queen, Keener Corn, a pilgrimage
to the Seed Savers Exchange at Heritage Farm in Iowa (that’s made
even more interesting by the transportation mode chosen by Ms.
Ray), and many other people and seeds. We are told the histories of
a myriad diversity of food plants and their seeds, of how they came
to be, how they were developed, and how they have been saved and
passed on; these are the stories of the plants, which adds a another
value to them – the cultural value. They have names that tell part
of the story, and the seed savers usually can tell you the rest of the
story. Just this part is worth the reading of this wonderful book.
The last few chapters focus on the “how to” information: how to
find the seeds, how to harvest them, how to dry and save them,
when to plant, and how to pollinate. I would urgently encourage
you to get a copy of this book, read it over and over, share it with
friends, and most importantly, join the silent revolution!
Good eating! n

2012 Fall Retreat
by Diane Freer : Office Manager

I

f you’d only been there ...
You woulda had an opportunity
to meet and greet new executive director,
Mary Topa, and learn about her vision for
our new directions.

You coulda
moving memorial to Joe Gatins,
and been honored like Audrey
Moylan, our volunteer of the year.

You shoulda been
there for David Govus’
traditional bar-b-que,
more delicious this year
than ever!

October 4th, 5th, and 6th, at Vogel State Park. Mark these dates on your
calendar and plan to be there!
Although attendance was lower than in the past, the retreat was a success
and everyone had a great time. Fall retreat committee chair Tom Colkett

Many thanks to Tom Colkett for the supply of BeanO.
education and entertainment on Saturday, was a big hit. Sunday’s
sessions, Tree climbing with Genevieve Summers and Ways of the
Cherokee with Mark Warren, were very well attended and much
appreciated, as was the combined hike led by Darren Wolfgang and Ben
Cash. Next year, we will keep this format and probably add more naturebased entertainment and education to the program.

Also, having the meeting hall the extra day allowed everyone to get some
breakfast and enjoy the lake, the mountains, and each other a bit longer
before the journey home. We look forward to another great retreat next
year.
We would like to thank our sponsors, donors, and volunteers for all that
they did to make the 2012 Fall Retreat a huge success.

Photo credit: Diane Freer

Thank you!
Donors:
Patty Lowe
Jim and Deb Campbell
Jean Kronsnoble
Mercier’s Orchards
Patagonia
Janisse Ray
Honor Woodard
Cal and Sandi Tax
Andy and Melinda Edwards
Sponsors:
Pete and Sally Parsonson
Ted and Lynda Doll
Bonnie and Lloyd Unnold
Stover Mountain Orchard
Mitch Jacoby
Doug and Elaine Riddle
Anonymous
Sue Harmon
Donna Born
Jim and Pat Walker
Dennis McClure and Julie Jordan
ADI Marketing
Francine Dykes and Richard Delay
Roger and Jean Johnson
Craig and Susan Richardson
Marie Dunkle
Mary Topa
Sally and Tom Colkett
Dennis Stansell

Volunteers:
Ted Doll
David Govus
Doug Riddle
Robin Hitner
Donna Born
Kathleen Ackerman
Kasey Sturm
Jim Walker
Genevieve Summers
Mark Warren
Marie Dunkle
Laurence Holden
Honor Woodard
Carlos Markel
Sarah Francisco
Karan Rawlins
Dick Key
Tom Colkett
Sally Colkett
Sue Harmon
Ben Cash
Darren Wolfgang
Mary Topa
Diane Freer
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Book Review:
HOWL! Stories from Lucy the Wolf-Dog
by Tom Colkett : District Leader
HOWL! Stories from Lucy the Wolf-Dog, by Marie Klein Dunkle with
illustrations by Charles Jason Shearer. Xlibris, Corp. 2009

I

f you are, or will be, looking for something
special for that young reader in the family, here’s
a really fine piece of storytelling from Georgia
ForestWatch district leader Marie Dunkle.
Anyone reading it –children on their own or
adults to younger children – is sure to enjoy
these stories about an amazing dog named
Lucy.
Lucy is part white Wolf, part Great Pyrenees,
quite large and an actual dog adopted by
Marie and her son Matt as a puppy. Lucy grew
up to become “employed” as a therapy dog at
homes for senior citizens and rehabilitation
centers for children, among other places.
Each of the book’s eight short stories
describes different facets of Lucy’s life, and each

shows a wonderful sensibility on her part, as well as on the part of
Marie and Matt.
The stories are short, only a couple pages in some instances,
and can be read in a single sitting. Each can be read on its own,
although reading them in the order presented is
probably the best approach. The book is only 42 pages
and can be read in its entirety by any one that becomes
as fascinated as I did by this life-affirming story of dog
and family.
The stories are told from a gentle, compassionate view
of life, demonstrating respect and compassion for
other living creatures. The author does acknowledge
one or two harsher aspects of life but deals with them
straightforwardly without overly dwelling on the details.
I think you will be amazed by this wonderful dog and
these stories, as I was, and feel certain that budding young
naturalists will enjoy it thoroughly. Our granddaughters
will be getting a copy for Christmas for sure! n
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Unsung Recreation on the Chattahoochee
Oconee Forests: Hunting, fly fishing and
bird watching
by Audrey Moylan : Board Advisor

W

workplace in Sautee Nacoochee, I came across an old (1996) issue of
Georgia ForestWatch’s quarterly publication, then called “Georgia’s
was celebrating “our 10th birthday”, was “Recreation Opportunities
on Georgia’s National Forests.” Several interesting feature articles
supported the main focus of the issue, which was a detailed comparison
of the far greater value of forest recreation (1995 estimated regional
value of $72.6 million) versus that of timber extraction ($14.3
million). Most of these articles were written by members of various
recreational user groups.

could be a crowd. “Wild rainbows in the 6 through 10 inch range” are
found here and can be caught “easily with an 8’ rod, although 6 ½ ’ or
7’ rod would be better.”
to use them begins with, “Since our free mountain streams in the
summer cool mornings, use nymphs until the warming sun is on the

Janice Halderson of the Chattahoochee Trail Horse Association
(CTHA) wrote about equestrian experiences and aspirations on the
forest, including monthly trail rides and volunteer work days for

patterns for nymphs are the gold ribbed hares ear, pheasant tail, and

Group of the Sierra Club extolled the virtues of hiking, known and
treasured by all Georgia ForestWatchers. Mike Kavula of Georgia
Recreational Trail Riders Association (GARTA) told of signing
agreements with the Forest Service and pledging numerous work

temperatures up, trout will go to the bottom, slow their metabolism
down, and not eat for as long as a month. “So, if you want to take

tenets of their Mountain Biking Eco-Ethics, which result in low-impact
cycling. All are interesting and informative articles about these diverse
trail users’ experiences on and support of the CONF years before
CoTrails and my knowledge of their involvement.

poetic voice, as shown in these excerpts:
Darkness prevails as the day takes on a fresh look before dawn; the stars
glitter like lightning bugs, and a full moon illuminates the heavens.
Trials and problems of life begin to fade like a heavy mist being dissolved

However, I was most struck by the beautifully written accounts of

enjoyment of being alone or with companions as the hunting season comes

Audubon Society described “When, Where, and How to Watch Birds
“Unlike northern national forests, there are always reasonable numbers
of unusual birds to see in the Chattahoochee,” and the time to see the
most species on a single day is during spring and fall migration and
early summer. Learn to listen and be patient; “besides, what sound is
more peaceful than the forest alive with birds.”
Oberle’s sites of special ornithological interest are Brasstown Bald,
where high-altitude veery, rose-breasted grosbeak, and chestnut-sided
Scott, Sosebee Cove, Ellicott Rock Wilderness, and Lake Conasauga.
For winter birding, I would add Lake Burton, where I have seen
breasted and hooded mergansers.
upstream from Helen where the Chattahoochee River, a waterway of
“many faces”, is a beautiful mountain stream, not a muddy ditch and
“bears little resemblance to the one we see below Lake Lanier.” His
he hikes to from the wildlife management area check-in parking space.

Robert L. Alexander of Rabun County Coalition to Save the Forests

On arriving at the old hunting ground [after an hour-long mountain
walk], the hunter is greeted with silence. Time passes – the hunter can
hear a deer munching on Rhododendron leaves; the sharp distinct pops
the forest a scratching noise comes, the sound of a deer scraping the forest

Hunting in the Chattahoochee Forest is a curative remedy. One can relax
kitten. One might see a black bear, coyote, wild hog, or yes, a cougar.
In his last paragraphs, Alexander decries unethical Forest Service
even-aged management practices that replace hardwoods with pine,
“reducing the amount of mast available to game species.” Since 1996,
thanks to Georgia ForestWatch, recent forest managers have changed
their thinking on pine replacement and begun to reestablish native
oak. Changes in attitudes of the principal trail user groups have also
come about, thanks also to Georgia ForestWatch’s role in getting the
■
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Our native crayfishes
by Darren Wolfgang : Forest Ecologist

W

hile having a conversation about the importance of water
quality, my thoughts drifted to one of the less charismatic groups of
all the awesome organisms that inhabit our waterways: the crayfishes.
The importance of crayfish in food chains is rarely considered, but
they are a major food source for birds, fish and other wildlife. In
turn, they are major detritus feeders, contributing to the removal
of decomposing material in streams and other aquatic and moist
habitats. As a fisherman and former feral child, I’ve been around
stream and river “critters” most of my life. For quite some time,
I interacted with crayfish on a regular basis. From my earliest
memories, I fondly recall the sunrise sessions with my father teaching
me how to catch crayfish barehanded without getting pinched. We’d
work in the shallows, flipping rocks and snatching them much like
a wading heron spearing fish. I would later find out that there are
more species of crayfish than I could ever imagine.

After spending several years in Georgia,
I’ve become fascinated with the high levels
of biodiversity we have across genres of
flora and fauna. However, in Georgia as
elsewhere, there has been an alarming loss
of biodiversity during the last century.
Diversity is a good indicator of stream and
ecosystem health. The rarity and threat
to the security of many of our crayfish,
freshwater mussel, and fish species is
largely due to a combination of their small
ranges (endemism) and environmental
degradation. Sediment-laden runoff from
land disturbance activities and chemicalladen runoff from agricultural activities
are two major factors in aquatic habitat
degradation and subsequent decline of
aquatic populations. Pursuant to Georgia
14 Georgia ForestWatch

Another great threat to endemic species is the introduction of nonnative invasive species of flora or fauna. These non-native invasives
can outcompete natives, leading to the possible extinction or
extirpation of many species. The rusty crayfish, for example, once
relegated to Indiana, Ohio, and northern Kentucky, escaped its
home range via naive fishermen who used them for bait. Spread of
the rusty crayfish has caused displacement of other native crayfish
outside of its home range, reductions in the type and distribution of
aquatic plant communities, altered reproductive habitats for fish, and
reductions in density and diversity of invertebrate communities (2).
To protect endemic crayfish and their habitats from invasives, nonnative crayfish should never be used for bait. Instead, anglers should
use crayfish collected from the river system they will be fishing, and
should never release unused bait crayfish back into Georgia waters
(3).
In Georgia, and particularly in the northern part, most crayfish
species inhabit streams. As the largest land expanse in northern
Georgia, and with 11 of Georgia’s major
river systems originating in or associated
with it, the Chattahoochee National
Forest is vital to the conservation of
crayfish diversity and species of concern.
Indeed, the Chattahoochee and other
national forests in the southeastern U.S.
are vital to the conservation of world class
salamander, freshwater fish, mussels and
floristic biodiversity as well. The 11 river
systems are the Conasauga, Hiwassee, Little
Tennessee, Tennessee, Coosa, Chattahoochee,
Chattooga, Coosawattee, Etowah, Broad,
and Savannah. Because of the great lengths
of some of these rivers, crayfish populations
of concern can occur long distances from
the headwater streams of the national forest.
The sly crayfish (Procambarus versutus),
Photo credit: Chris Skelton

The diversity of crayfish in the mid-Atlantic states pales in
comparison to that in the southeastern states. While doing
some research on crayfish, I was surprised to learn that of the
approximately 550 species of crayfish found on Earth, over 400
live in North America. The southeast is the center of global crayfish
diversity: Georgia has approximately 70 species, Alabama and
Tennessee have approximately 90 species each, and Mississippi has
approximately 80 species. Seventeen of the Georgia species occur
nowhere else in the world. This is another pattern found throughout
the crayfish world: crayfish exhibit high rates of endemism. Many
species occur only in a certain location, and many inhabit only a very
small area (1).

code, counties and municipalities have laws and ordinances that
require best management practices (BMP) to mitigate aquatic
pollution; however, enforcement is uneven across the state and
watersheds. Because of this, real protection of aquatic species will
require general watershed-level BMPs, including the protection of
riparian zones, control of sediment and nutrient runoff from farms
and construction sites, and limiting the amount of impervious cover
such as concrete and asphalt (1).

Beautiful crayfish

Threatened and Endangered Crayfish
Occurring in River Systems of the
Chattahoochee National Forest

Photo credit: Guenter Schuster

Tennessee River Drainage
(Cambarus extraneus)

Conasauga River System
Conasauga Blue Burrower (Cambarus cymatilis)
S1-Endangered
Hiwassee River System
(Cambarus parrishi)
S1-Endangered
Little Tennesse River System
(Cambarus georgiae)

for example, occurs in the Chattahoochee River all the way down in
Columbus, Georgia. Fortunately, some known occurrences of the sly

Chattooga/Little River Systems
(Cambarus scotti)

Benning, where a natural resources management program is in place.
Like the Chattahoochee National Forest, this federally owned land can
provide considerable protection to this species.

Coosawattee River System
(Hiaticambarus coosawattae)
S1-Endangered
(Hiaticambarus speciosus)
S2-Endangered

protected by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. In addition
below, are known to occur in the river systems of the Chattahoochee
by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, which assigns a

Etowah River System
(Cambarus fasciatus)

criteria are as follows:
S1
S2
S3
S4
S5

Critically imperiled in the state, extremely rare (5 or fewer
occurrences)
Imperiled in the state, rare (6 to 20 occurrences)
Rare and uncommon in the state, endemic (on the order of 21100 occurrences)
Apparently secure globally (of no immediate conservation
concern)
Demonstrably secure globally

Broad River River System
(Cambarus strigosus)
(Distocambarus devexus)

References and Resources:
1.
2.

3.

http://

.
Minnesota Sea Grant- University of Minnesota
Extension- http://www.seagrant.umn.edu/ais/
.
http://www.
georgiawildlife.org/node/2621.

4.
Smithsonian Contributions to Zoology Number 318
http://si-pddr.si.edu/jspui/handle/10088/5545.
5.
Natural History

.
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Mark Becker
Barbara Bowman
John Duke
Kathy French
Nancy Hamburger
Photo credit: Darren Wolfgang
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