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From the Director 

I’ve been on the job one week. So far things are going well, 
but it is the honeymoon phase, isn’t it? All readers should 
know what a wonderful staff we have: they know what they 
have to do, they do it, and they have the right skills to get 
their jobs done. They are easy to work with and we even 
laugh sometimes! Working with them is making my job easy. 
Please tell them thank you.

Though a transition is never easy, Georgia ForestWatch is in a 
good place. We are ending 2011 with a lot on our plate, but 
good energy and commitment from the staff, board, district 
leaders, members and funders. Many thanks to all of you! 
Just some of the things we are working on are listed below:

•	 Continued monitoring of the Wild and Scenic Upper 
Chattooga River boating issue: We strongly oppose 
opening the LAST piece of protected wild river to 
boating and more intensive and extreme recreation. 
While we support recreational use of the forests (see 
next bullet), we believe some pieces of Wilderness and 
natural wild areas should be left alone.  

•	 Leadership in a Collaborative Recreation Planning 
process that includes broad representation of trail 
recreationists and the U.S. Forest Service. The first 
step in this process was to gather public input about 
trails use, and identify which trails are in the most 
need of study. The next step will include analysis of 
200 miles of “trails of concern”. This work will be done 
by an outside contractor, to be selected by the Forest 
Service. The work is paid for, in part, by a generous 
grant from the Howard R. Dobbs Jr. Foundation. This 
is precedent-setting work for this country and we are 
proud to assist in the leadership of this program.  We 
need to thank Wayne Jenkins, former executive director, 
for the lion’s share in getting this process underway and 
Joe Gatins, district leader, for picking up where Wayne 
left off.

Staying the course

•	 Attempting to influence the Forest Service as more 
districts implement proposals to thin overstocked pine 
stands. Our focus is on returning the woods to mixed 
species stands, creating healthier woods and more sensible 
forest management.

•	 Pressing for curtailment and appropriate use of prescribed 
fire. Prescribed fire ignition zones are now being confined 
to south and west facing ridge-tops and are allowed 
to burn across the landscape in a more natural, spotty 
mosaic. 

•	 Expansion and development of our Outings Program.  
ForestWatch is getting hundreds of Georgians from all 
walks of life into their woods. People protect what they 
love, and that love grows from having experienced it. We 
currently have outings planned through August of 2012, 
to grow that experience and love.

•	 And much, much more!

Coming up in 2012: We will co-host the annual Wild and 
Scenic Film Festival at the Tara Theatre in Atlanta again; 
and host both our annual Spring event, the Wild & Woolly 
Fundraiser, and our Fall retreat at Vogel State Park.

The Search Committee is hard at work to locate the best 
possible new full-time Executive Director. They are casting 
their net far and wide to find the right person for the job. In 
the meantime, please feel free to call me with any suggestions 
or input you may have: this is your organization.

Thanks for your support!

Robin Hitner
Interim Executive Director
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By now you probably know that our Executive Director, Wayne 
Jenkins, has left Georgia ForestWatch to join the Cook Inlet 
Keeper in Homer, Alaska. Wayne has done an outstanding job 
for us, and we hate to lose him. But we recognize that change is 

his wife, Lori, have long dreamed of living in Alaska, where their 
son resides. We wish them the best of everything and for Wayne 
every success in his new position. 

Doll, past President of the board of directors, Craig Richardson, 
our Treasurer, and Jim Walker, a long-time District Leader for 
ForestWatch. Suggestions concerning the search process and 
possible candidates can be directed to Ted at 706-878-2526 or 
theodore.doll@gmail.com. Applicants who are interested in the 
position should email their resume with a cover letter and contact 
information for three references to directorposition@gafw.org, or 
mail the same to:
 
 

Executive Director Position
 Georgia ForestWatch
 15 Tower Road
 Ellijay, Georgia 30540-2243

We are looking for an Executive Director with a strong background 
in, and knowledge of, forest ecology, forestry, environmental 

prominent organization.

on environmental issues pertaining to the national forests in 
Georgia and watersheds therein, maintain funding and implement 
the annual budget, provide oversight on all programs, direct the 

Executive Director reports directly to the ForestWatch Board of 
Directors. 

Our sincere thanks to Wayne for his seven-plus years of exceptional 
service to Georgia ForestWatch. We appreciate his passion for 
the organization as well as for the environment, and admire his 
tenacity and diplomacy in handling the many thorny problems and 
issues that he has encountered along the way. Wayne – your tenure 
will be long remembered and highly valued.  ■

Search Committee seeks 
new Executive Director
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Looking back:  25 years of watching your forests

It is important occasionally, while we are forging ahead, to gaze 
backwards, to remember our accomplishments, if for no other 
reason than to rescue them from the wilderness of time.  

Your ForestWatch is 25 years old and it is important to 
ponder the success of the past, recall those that made it a reality 
and remind ourselves why we continue to struggle to protect 
the forests we love. Below, we highlight a few highpoints along 
the way. For more details on our history please, especially if 
you are a new member, please go to our website and see “Our 
History” under the About Us tab. 

1996 – The End of Clear Cutting in Georgia

Georgia ForestWatch volunteers struggled through the 1980s 
and early 1990s to halt destructive timber sales characterized 
by clear cutting, siltation of streams, runaway road building 
and disruption of rare habitat. This effort was finally rewarded 
by a federal court decision in the 1996 case, Sierra v Martin, 
which stopped the agency when a panel of federal judges ruled 
that the U.S. Forest Service had failed in its duty to monitor 
the effects of its timber program -- bringing a halt to the 
controversial logging practice. By this time over 80,000 acres 
of hardwood and hardwood-pine forests had been cut, much 
of that converted to single-species pine. These stands, lacking 
in biodiversity, and prone to devastating Southern Pine Beetle 
infestations, are now receiving the thinning forestry treatment 
required, due in part to lobbying by Georgia ForestWatch. 
Imagine what our forests would be like if those early volunteers 
had stood idly by.

by Wayne Jenkins  :  Former Executive Director

Chattahoochee Forest Protection Act of 1991

Early forest preservation efforts, in reaction to rampant clear-
cutting and road building, centered on increasing efforts to 
gain permanent legislative protection. Wilderness, Scenic 
and National Recreation Area designations for special areas 
of the forest with least development was championed by U.S. 
Rep.  Ed Jenkins. Previous legislation shepherded by Jenkins 
had protected 45,000 acres in creating Tray Mountain, Rich 
Mountain and Raven Cliffs Wilderness. The new bill, passed 
in 1991, protected another 50,000 acres as Blood Mountain 
and Mark Trail Wilderness, Coosa Bald Scenic Area and 
the Springer Mountain National Recreation Area. This was 
the last legislative protection of national forestlands on the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests.

2008 – Anderson Creek OHV area 
closed permanently

  

The permanent closure of Anderson Creek culminated a 
decade-long campaign by Georgia ForestWatch to end the 
damage that off-road vehicles were causing in this sensitive 
area. ForestWatch volunteers and staff spent countless hours 
hiking the eroding user- created trails (gullies), which were 
bleeding into the area’s springheads and streams.  They 
simply documented the degradation of this portion of the 
Chattahoochee National Forest. After this courageous closure 
decision by the Forest Service, a much larger out-of-control 
motorized play area, fouling the headwaters of the Tellico 
River on the Nantahala National Forest, was closed. n
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It was about 20 years ago that I experienced my most exciting event in 
Georgia ForestWatch.   I was District Leader for what was then called the 
Chestatee Ranger District and had about eight people in my group. A 
scoping notice had been issued by the U.S. Forest Service to clear cut in 
an area of remarkable plant diversity.  

was stony and several small streams crisscrossed it.  Amazingly, one could 
 But 

the area was listed as general forest, which meant at that time it was open 
to logging.

Since there was no record of any protected species (no real biological 
surveys were done by the Forest Service at that time), we had nothing 
to prevent the area from being devastated by modern logging’s heavy 
equipment.  As a last resort and knowing it was pretty much a lost cause, 
we decided to do a complete plant inventory to document the wonderful 
diversity of the area.  Easier said than done.  It’s one thing to look up a 

 
guide users the task seemed hopeless.  
and the soil would be compacted and exposed to the hot, dry sun.  All 
the plants that survived the initial disturbance would have little chance 

Scott Lacey, a biology student at North Georgia College and an avid 
amateur botanist, agreed to help us with our project.  We all met at the 
site one hot Sunday afternoon. With Scott’s help we were able to put 
together a very impressive list of diversity including seven orchids.  But 
impressive doesn’t stop chainsaws.  However, Scott found a plant he had 

just an Indian Cucumber Root.  
 He said it was a 

small whorled pogonia, a very rare member of the orchid family.   Scott 
instantly became my super, all time hero!    

When I called the Forest Service biologist the next morning, he knew 
the plant well because it was a federally listed species that was known to 
exist in only two places in Georgia. He went to the site with me the next 

  He organized another larger survey and found 
more than 60 whorled pogonia plants, making this the site of the largest 
population of the rarest orchid in the south.  
withdrawn and the site protected as a botanical area.  ■

ForestWatch recollections 
of 20 years ago
by Dennis Stansell  :  District Leader

Share with us!

Share your forest experiences with us 
and we’ll share them with your fellow 
GFW members! 
 
• Write up your experience on a 

ForestWatch outing, or a personal 
forest outing.

• Send us your forest photographs, 
mountain views, waterfalls, 
wildlife etc. (High-resolution, 
please)

• Tell us why you love Georgia 
ForestWatch.

•   Are you an artist?  Send in a copy 
of your art work.

You don’t have to be a professional 
writer. Articles up to 500 words are 
best.  If needed, your submission may 
be edited.  

We all have something to share, so 
let’s get to it!  Send your submissions 
to: jlopez@gafw.org.
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Endangered habitats:  Mountain bogs
by Charles Seabrook  :  Georgia ForestWatch Advisor

In the fall of 2008, Georgia ForestWatch 
members made their way to a remote swath 
of the Chattahoochee National Forest in 
Rabun County to help save one of Georgia’s 
most endangered habitats – a mountain bog.

Working alongside state and federal 
employees and a handful of members from 
other conservation groups, ForestWatch 
volunteers clipped, whacked and tugged 
to remove or incapacitate alien plants 
threatening to choke out the small wetland 
known as Hedden Creek Bog.

Because of such run-amok nonnative 
vegetation and other threats, mountain 
bogs like Hedden Creek are some of the 
“most critically endangered habitats” in 
Georgia, said Mincy Moffett of the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources.   The 
situation is of great concern to wildlife 
biologists, who say that the bogs are crucial 
to the survival of several rare and threatened 
species.  

Restoring and protecting the bogs are vital for saving the 
turtle and other bog-loving species from extinction, says 
DNR herpetologist Thomas Floyd. That’s a major reason why 
the DNR is aiming to restore and protect as many of the 
remaining mountain bogs as possible.

In addition to Hedden Bog, other top priority sites include 
Rock Creek Bog in Fannin County; Nichols Bog in Union 
County and Hale Ridge and Keener bogs in Rabun. In 
addition, surveys are being conducted to assess the status 
of mountain wetlands throughout Rabun, Towns, Union, 
Fannin, Gilmer and portions of Murray, Pickens, Dawson, 
Lumpkin, White and Habersham counties. n

[Editor’s note:  A longer version of this appeared in Forest News in 
2009.  Since then, U.S. Forest Service and Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources have taken steps, using herbicides, to try 
to eradicate the highly invasive “Montana grass” (Miscanthus 
sinensis) that threatened to choke Hedden Bog and nearby 
national forestland.]

Welcome 
New Members!

Tom Collins
Larry Cooper

Eva De Vallescar
Harry Falise
James Goff
Jim Mercy

Jeremy Reeme
Reed Secord
Clay White

Covered in mud after hours of woody plant removal at Nichols Bog, Darren Wolfgang, ForestWatch ecologist, 
(far left), was one of several ForestWatch volunteers who recently assisted the DNR with mountain bog 
restoration at two different sites.
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In the 25 years that Georgia ForestWatch has been in existence 
there have been more than a few times when watching our forests 
produced dramatic and tangible results...

• In 2001, Georgia ForestWatch forced the state of Georgia to 
end the illegal practice of selling license plates to All Terrain 
Vehicles (ATVs). Unable to legally travel on Forest Service 
roads, the threat of illegal trail creation by ATVs was greatly 
diminished.

• In 2005 and 2006, similar campaigns resulted in the closure 
and reconstruction of the Rich Mountain road and banning 
ATVs from the area, thus protecting the Rich Mountain 
Wilderness Area.      

• In 2007 and 2008, ForestWatch engaged the Forest Service 

Forest Service initially wished to clearcut 735 acres and then 
burn it and herbicide it to create a grassy woodland habitat 
with the idea that this would provide breeding grounds for 

help the little bird but not on this scale and not at the expense 
of the little mature mast-producing oak forest left in this area. 
After a number of meetings over three years and extensive 
comments, the project was scaled back and 340 acres were left 
uncut, including 150 acres of mature oak forest.

Still watching the forest after all these years
by David Govus  :  District Leader

• In 2008 and 2009 the Forest Service proposed a large 
project in the Armuchee area of the forest in northwest 

plantations and attempting to restore longleaf pine. 
Buried among theses unobjectionable projects though 

mature oaks. Both of these areas had at one time been 
recreational areas and thus had been spared for a number 
of decades. ForestWatch objected and several hundred 
acres of mature forest was saved.  ■

lands are managed. As a member of ForestWatch you can 
rightfully take pride in this work and understand there is still 

But as long as you stick with us, ForestWatch  will be there 
to challenge when we must, collaborate when we can and 
constantly work  toward protecting and preserving the 867,000 
acres of our National Forests in Georgia.

District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Forest Service Contacts

George Bain – Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501
gbain@fs.fed.us
770-297-3000

Elizabeth (Liz) Agpaoa – Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree St. NE
Atlanta, GA 30309
404-347-4177

Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
James L. Whitten Bldg.
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250

Ranger, Michele Jones
USFS Conasauga River

Ranger District

3941 Highway 76  •  Chatsworth, GA 30705

mjones@fs.fed.us

706-695-6736

Ranger, Andrew Baker
USFS Blue Ridge Ranger District

1181 Highway 515

P.O. Box 9  •  Blairsville, GA 30512

albaker@fs.fed.us

706-745-6928

Ranger, Kurt Davis
USFS Chattooga River Ranger  

District

9975 Highway 441 South

Lakemont, GA  30552

kjdavis@fs.fed.us

706-754-6221

 

Acting Ranger, Ben Battle
USFS Oconee National Forest

1199 Madison Road

Eatonton, GA 31024

bbattle@fs.fed.us

706-485-7110
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Our guest speaker, Forest Supervisor, George Bain, 
opened our assembly with an overall description of 
the National Forest Trails Collaboration Process. 
If you recall, this process was initiated by Wayne 
Jenkins and George back in 2010.  In early 
2011, the Forest Service started a collaborative 
process with the public to develop a strategy to 
better manage the trails in the Chattahoochee 
and Oconee National Forests. George discussed 
the mission and the guiding principles leading 
the collaboration process which in turn has led 
to developing a trail planning analysis course of 
action.

Wayne gave an overall view of the trails system in 
the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest that 
covers over 800 miles. He reviewed the diversity of 
trails we have in Georgia and some of the specific 
trails out of the 200 trail miles to be professionally 
assessed.

With the beautiful surroundings of Vogel State Park, Georgia ForestWatch annual 
Fall Retreat, on Saturday, October 1, was a huge success! Members, family and 
friends gathered for great food, great fun, informative lectures, and relaxing around 
a campfire.  

Thank You …
To our sponsors and donors, and our many volunteers.  We couldn’t have done it without you!  And a very special thank you to 
Melinda and Andy Edwards.  This wonderful couple spent countless hours planning, cooking and organizing our wonderful meals.

George Bain

Wayne Jenkins

Enriching program ... excellent food ... fun tree climbing ... beautiful hikes
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Fall Retreat 
From a Member’s 

Perspective 
by Doug Riddle:  Georgia 

ForestWatch Member

The Georgia ForestWatch 
annual Fall Retreat is a 
wonderful experience each 
Fall to be outdoors, enjoy the 
feel of October weather, and 
talk with people who love 
being outdoors.  From Friday 
night’s potluck supper, with so 
much variety, to chili lunch (beef 
or veggie based) provided by 
Melinda Edwards and Donna 
Born to a delicious & filling BBQ 
Saturday night supper created 
by Michael Griffith, David 
Govus, Melinda & Andy Edwards 
and quite a few supporting 
staff... the meals alone made for 
a memorable weekend.  

The Saturday morning program 
had a topic of interest to 
everyone and the audience 
was not bashful about asking 
questions and making insightful 
comments.  So it was a good 
time to come and learn in 
a friendly atmosphere.  The 
afternoon session offered 
several hike options, the unique 
experience of climbing with a 
rope into the canopy of a tree, 
or another enriching program in 
the pavilion.  Those who chose 
the physical activities returned 
with a healthy appetite for 
supper!

The early fall date provided 
an opportunity to see the fall 
foliage, and the timing, agenda, 
food, and programs all added 
up to the right recipe for 
everyone to come away happy 
to have attended.

From left:  Donna Born 
prepared her delicious 
meat and vegetarian 
chilis; David Govus 

slow cooking his famous 
Brunswick stew; Wayne 

Jenkins up a tree – 
Genevieve Summers of 
“Dancing with Trees” 

and Jim Walker hosted a 
spectacular tree climbing 
event for kids and adults.

With the beautiful surroundings of Vogel State Park, Georgia ForestWatch annual 
Fall Retreat, on Saturday, October 1, was a huge success! Members, family and 
friends gathered for great food, great fun, informative lectures, and relaxing around 

To our sponsors and donors, and our many volunteers.  We couldn’t have done it without you!  And a very special thank you to 
Melinda and Andy Edwards.  This wonderful couple spent countless hours planning, cooking and organizing our wonderful meals.

From left:  An awesome 
spread for everyone’s 

grilling up fresh, herbed 
vegetables; Wayne 

Jenkins congratulates Peg 

Volunteer of the Year.

surroundings of Vogel 
State Park; the De Soto 
Falls Hike Group; the 
Bear Hair Hike Group

Enriching program ... excellent food ... fun tree climbing ... beautiful hikes
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Out in the forest:  Blood Mountain hike

Our little group of nine people and 3 dogs met at the 
trailhead parking lot at Winfield Scott State Park starting 
around 8:30 a.m. on a cool, overcast November morning that 
showed no indication of becoming the sunny day predicted on 
the Weather Channel. Thick heavy clouds hung on the tops of 
the surrounding mountains and sagged into the coves between. 
After a short period of introductions, for both the people and 
the dogs (some minor growling here to establish the ground 
rules) we headed out through the lower trail winding through 

the campsites and cabins, stopping along the way to talk 
about some wooly adelgid problems with the Hemlocks and 
to identify the remnants of some Grass of Parnassus growing 
in the boggy area at the bottom of the Slaughter Creek Trail. 
Following a short gentle slope on the Jarrard Gap trail we 
reached the Appalachian Trail intersection and talked about 
the various trail connections here leading to Blood Mountain, 
Woody Gap and Springer Mountain.

From here we turned onto the AT and followed it along a 
gently climbing, 2.5-mile ridge which allowed views to both 
the north and the south now that the fall leaves were on the 
ground. Almost everything had stopped blooming during the 
past two weeks of colder weather. Even the Asters were gone 
to seed and the beautiful leaves of Pipsissewa and Rattlesnake 
Plaintain were difficult to find under the new fallen leaves. 
There was a deep sense of the forests quiet acquiescence to the 
coming winter, the processes of ongoing seeding for the spring, 
and a feeling of the rightness of the rain that fell intermittently 

by Tom Colkett  :  Georgia ForestWatch Hike Leader and Co-District Leader

and lightly, supporting both the living and the newly planted 
seeds. 

On this particular day, the members of Georgia Appalachian 
Trail Club were diligently working along these trails, some 
repairing the trail damage done by the donkeys which had 
carried the heavy materials for the ongoing repair of the 
Blood Mountain shelter, others just doing the regular trail 
maintenance work that the GATC does so excellently. We 
stopped to chat with the maintenance volunteers and to thank 
them for their hard work.

Where the AT connects with Slaughter Creek trail it turns 
toward the south and begins to climb a little more steeply up 
to the summit. We followed a rocky trail through increasingly 
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Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate, 120 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3643 
Fax: 202-228-0724
E-mail: http://isakson.senate.gov/contact.cfm 
-or-
Field Representative Denise Clopton
c/o Sen. Johnny Isakson
One Overton Park
3625 Cumberland Blvd., Suite 970
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
770-661-0999 
Fax: 770-661-0768
E-mail: denise_clopton@isakson.senate.gov

U.S. Senate

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate, 416 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3521 
Fax: 202-224-0103 
E-mail via web form: chambliss.senate.gov 
>contact us >email
-or-
Regional Representative Darren Kendall
c/o Sen. Saxby Chambliss
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1340
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
770-763-9090
Fax: 770-226-8633
E-mail: darren_kendall@chambliss.senate.gov

U.S. House of Representatives

Representative Paul Broun
560 Falls Road
Toccoa, GA  30577 
706-886-1008  •  Fax: 706-886-1009
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/writerep

Representative Austin Scott
682 Cherry St., Suite 300 
Macon, GA 31201 
478-464-0255 • Toll-free: 877-464-0255 • Fax: 478-464-0277
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/writerep

Representative Tom Graves
P.O. Box 1015
Gainesville, GA 30503
770-535-2592  •  Fax: 770-535-2765
E-mail via web form: https://tomgraves.house.gov/contact/
email-me.shtml

dense thickets of Mountain Laurel and Catawba 
Rhododendron, twisting through switchbacks, and 
stopping to notice and admire the old White Oaks that 

time I’ve ever visited Blood Mountain; there were at 
least 25 people there, mostly volunteers for Appalachian 
Trail maintenance, including many students from 
Young Harris College. It was good to see young people 
volunteering in the wilderness. We stood for pictures 
at the rock outcropping at the summit that normally 
provides wonderful views sweeping from the south to the 
northwest, but not today. Today we were in the clouds 
with no views. It was cold and windy and so we moved on 
down the side of the mountain where we stopped and ate 
lunch on a large rock on the lee side of the mountain.

On the return route we turned right at the juncture of the two trails 
and descended on the Slaughter Creek trail. We spent some time 

some beautiful Rattlesnake Plaintain hiding under some leaves on an 
embankment and ended with a little talk about identifying White 
Pine and how the inner bark can be used as food in an emergency. 

It was a fun hike, a little over eight miles round trip, with a great 
group of friends and dogs. It didn’t even seem to matter that we 
missed out on the views from the top. Fall and winter hiking has its 
own merits and we were fortunate to enjoy many of them.  ■
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(continued on page 15)

Where There Are Mountains:  An Environmental History of the 
Southern Appalachians, by Donald Edward Davis, Professor 
of Sociology, Dalton College.  University of Georgia Press, 
2000.

Here’s a great look at the sociological and historical 
forces that shaped the modern southern 
Appalachians.  The author explores the 
various stages of exploitation of the incredible 
wealth of these mountains, starting with the 
Mississippian culture as “discovered” by de 
Soto in the 1500s. It then moves through 
the devastating influence of the Spanish on 
that culture and then on to the Cherokee 
subsistence culture and its subsequent 
interaction with Europeans.  Proceeding 
into the mountains from the coast, the fur 
trade, the introduction of European crops 
and farm animals, and the settlement 
of the mountains inexorably drove out 
the Cherokee.  Later on came the great 
devastation of iron ore mining and 
processing, copper mining and the total 
disaster of industrial logging.

Without giving away anything, this wasn’t 
good for the mountains, the flora or fauna or the people 
who lived there. The author dispassionately reveals the slow, 
irresistible “progress” of the encroachment of European 
exploitation. Davis describes the familiar-sounding slow 
response of the Federal government to the flooding and 
topsoil destruction that resulted from the clear cutting of the 
mountain forests. Once they noticed a connection between 
deforestation and flooding, legislation was debated, watered 
down and slowly put in place, but not before the level of tree 
removal actually increased for another 10 years before the 
legislation took hold.

From there we see the destruction of the cold, shallow, fast 
flowing rivers that supported incredible diversity of aquatic 
life including mussel shoals that produced fresh water pearls 

Book review:  
Where There Are Mountains:  An Environmental 
History of the Southern Appalachians 
by Tom Colkett  :  District Leader

and markets for them in New York, London and Paris. As the 
Tennessee Valley Authority dammed up the rivers, turning 
them into slack water impoundments, people were forced off 
the farms that were built on the best river bottom flood plains, 
forever lost. Around the same time, the U.S. Forest Service 
began acquiring land that had been decimated by the logging, 
further lining the pockets of the lumbermen who destroyed it 

and moving more people off their land. 

Davis also describes the impact of the 
loss of the Chestnut trees and the effect 
of the Great Depression, which forced 
more and more people to give up their 
land and move into the cities and towns 
to work in textile mills and tanneries.

The main title is part of a quote from 
a biographer of de Soto, “Where there 
are mountains, there are chestnuts,” 
a reference to the incredible wealth of 
magnificent Chestnut trees that had been 
such a great source of hard mast for wildlife 
as well as farm animals. Before the logging 
and blight took their tolls, chestnuts were 
reported to cover the forest floor in layers up 
to 4 inches thick. The book includes some 
photos of some pretty impressive Chestnut 

trees, including one of a man on horseback standing completely 
inside the hollow bottom of one old giant.
 
Davis finishes with a sociological analysis, describing a core/
periphery market model proffered by Johann von Thunen 
as early as 1820. The “Core” in this model is the European 
market system and the periphery is the ecological wealth of the 
Southern Appalachians. He states, “Implicit in this theory…is 
the idea that an unequal exchange of goods must always occur 
between the core and the periphery. The core, controlled by elite 
capitalists forever seeking surplus wealth, grows richer at the 
expense of a progressively impoverished peripheral population.” 
This book clearly depicts the destruction of the Cherokee 
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Chattooga River Ranger District:

is moving along with the inventory and analysis of the 

scoping comment with the Georgia Sierra Club and the 
Chattooga Conservancy to ensure the questions, comments, 

several challenges to logging in this watershed, as the Forest 
Service appears wants to propose -- namely soil erosion due to 
steep terrain and highly erodible soils, and, more importantly, 
two already impaired trout streams. At the same time, the 
Chattooga River Ranger District has said it would try to 
implement a variety of other watershed improvements that we 
support, including protection of a beaver pond, acquisition 

fauna. Our major interest is protecting the water quality in 
this area from further impairment and improving it over time.

New district ranger:  Ranger Andrew V. Gaston is returning 

his family home in Ringgold, Georgia. Kurt J. Davis is on 

a full-time basis. Long-time Ranger David W. Jensen retired 
in January, creating the musical chairs.
  
Blue Ridge Ranger District:

has proposed 6,735 acres of national forestland be evaluated 
for potential forest thinning activities. According to the 
scoping, forest stands of overly dense pine would be targeted 

involved large parts of the Noontootla and Etowah watershed 
– areas well known to ForestWatch and our volunteer district 
leaders. During the 30-day comment period ForestWatch 

in an attempt to “ground truth” nearly 7,000 acres proposed 
for management. Upon closer inspection, particularly of the 

started to notice that an increasing number of the forest 
stands proposed for forest thinning did not meet the “over 
dense pine monoculture” criteria outline in the scoping. 

Additionally, we discovered that some of the areas targeted for 
thinning included the 4-H Camp Wahsega nature trail as well 
as the Ed Jenkins National Recreation Area where commercial 
timber harvesting is prohibited by federal law. Other problems 
with the proposal included the need to construct several 
bridges and new access roads to cross Noontootla Creek, a 

Forks area, a popular recreation area. 

examination of several mature stands we felt did not meet the 
criteria outlined in this proposal and upon inspection agency 
representatives stated that they saw no reason for treatment. 
When questioned about the numerous inaccuracies in the 

notices. We submitted our comments and concerns about 
this proposal and were assured that the proposal would be 

outlined in this proposal. We are currently waiting to see the 
next phase of this process, which will be an Environmental 
Assessment of the stands proposed for treatment. While this 
proposal was not the quality of work we expect from the 
Forest Service, we were glad the agency was willing to take the 
time to meet with ForestWatch, listen to what we had to say, 
and to “right any wrongs,” so to speak, as they move forward 
with this proposal. Despite the drawbacks of this project, there 
are still numerous opportunities for quality forest restoration 
work in this proposal.

Conasauga Ranger District:

to implement the thinning of overstocked pine plantations 
associated with the 2008 Armuchee Ridges project. To date, 
all of the pine harvests inspected by Georgia ForestWatch have 

the Environmental Assessment of the Sumac Creek watershed, 
located on the west side of the Cohutta Mountains. We met 

Around the forests (a partial list of new and 
ongoing U.S. Forest Service projects)
by David Govus  :  District Leader and Darren Wolfgang  :  Forest Ecologist

(continued on page 15)
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2001 Roadless Rule victory extends protection of 
most Inventory Roadless Areas nationwide
by Darren Wolfgang  :  Forest Ecologist

On October 21, 2011, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the 10th Circuit, based in Denver, Colorado, 
issued a unanimous decision that found that the roadless 
rule did not violate the National Environmental Policy Act, 
Wilderness Act, the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act, or the 
National Forest Management Act as opponents to the 2001 
Roadless Rule alleged. As a result the U.S. Forest Service will 
be required to adhere to the land management standards 
outlined in the 2001 Inventory Roadless Area Conservation 
Rule -- protecting about 49 million of the 58.5 million acres 
of Inventoried Roadless Areas in the United States. 

On the Chattahoochee National Forest here in Georgia, 
approximately 64,873 acres of Inventoried Roadless 
Areas have been designated under its Land and Resource 
Management Plan. In addition to our roadless areas, 177,183 
acres have been designated by Congress as Wilderness.  Areas 
currently designated as roadless serve as the best chance to 
be designated as Wilderness in the future. Of the 64,873 
acres of roadless areas in Georgia, only 8,590 acres have been 
recommended by the Forest Service as “Wilderness Study 
Areas” to be considered for future inclusion in the National 
Wilderness System. These protective designations apply to 
roughly 27% of the 867,000 acres of the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National Forests. Georgia ForestWatch, along 
with numerous other conservation partners will continue 
to advocate for preserving an adequate portion of our 
public forests to retain their wild and scenic character for 
the enjoyment and appreciation of current and future 
generations. 

“Setting some aside” is a prudent measure to ensure the health 
of our ecosystems, the quality of our air and water, and to 
ensure the numerous other benefits of large tracts of intact 
land will be around for future generations to benefit from 
and enjoy. As our society and population continue to grow 
and expand, lands of the “public commons” such as National 
Parks and National Forests will continue grow in importance 
and will likely become the last remaining “wild” areas and 
open spaces in the future. 

According to the U.S. Forest Service, national forests serve 
as the prime source of clean drinking water for 60 million 
Americans. Further, these forests provide valuable habitat 
for more than 1,600 threatened or endangered plants, fish, 
and wildlife species. The Outdoor Industry Association 
estimates that National Forests generate a significant portion 
of the outdoor industry’s $750 billion in annual revenue. 
While some opponents of this legislation argue that too 
much protection will have adverse effects on local resource 
extraction industries, this legislation will prohibit excessive 
roads building and perhaps help the Forest Service address and 
avoid increasing its $10 billion backlog in road maintenance. 
In many cases, the revenue temporarily derived from timber 
harvesting is simply insufficient to support the ever- increasing 
annual road maintenance costs associated with adding more 
and more miles to an already fiscally unsustainable roads 
infrastructure. 

It is worth noting that Inventoried Roadless Areas are not as 
restrictive as Wilderness. They differ from Congressionally 
designated Wilderness in that programmatic approach of 
certain management activities will be permitted on a case-by-
case basis in the roadless areas.  Among them:

•	 Limited road construction to fight fires, address forest 
health, and protect public safety.

•	 Logging of certain timber to reduce the risk of wildfires.
•	 Circumstantial expansion of oil and gas operations within 

existing or renewed leased areas. 

This decision, largely considered one of the most significant 
conservation victories in several decades, was born from 
a decade long fight to uphold the 2001 Rule. U.S. Sen.  
Maria Cantwell (D-Washington), and Rep. Jay Inslee 
(D-Washington), introduced legislation - the Roadless Area 
Conservation Act of 2011 – with 130 co-sponsors to codify 
the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule. n
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culture with its peripheral participation in this market and 
it is clear that the mountain region itself paid a dear price to 
satisfy this greed.

experienced a way of life created by the forest of Appalachia. 
I believe that the future of Appalachia is inexorably tied to 
forests. How the story of the region ends depends simply and 
surely upon whether the trees of Appalachia are saved.” After 
reading this book, I can’t help but be amazed at the incredible 
wealth of resources contained in these mountains and the 
sense of how well the earth provides for its inhabitants if 
allowed to develop naturally. I imagine how things might be 
today if some discipline had been exerted over the greed of 
those who exploited these riches.  
does a great job of relating the “story” of our interaction with 
the mountains, and the author does a good job of “making 
it real” by tying the big story in with the lives of people 
who lived in those times. Overall, it’s well worth reading for 
anyone with an interest in the Southern Appalachians and 
clearly underlines the need to maintain oversight on the forces 
that would exploit this abundant wealth. ■

Book review
(continued from page 12)

Around the forests
(continued from page 13)

to review the various locations and management prescription 
proposed by the district during the development of this 
proposal. For the most part, the goal of this project will be 
to move degraded, mostly pine stands into a more balanced, 
healthy, and ecologically diverse forest. While a Decision 
Notice for the project has not been implemented, there will be 
some “oak maintenance” work performed under this proposal. 
Maintenance will occur in semi-mature, mixed hardwood-pine 
stands that have a dense population of seedling and sapling 

selectively remove part of the forest canopy to allow new trees 

of forest management, we have asked the district to proceed 
with caution at a small and experimental scale. ■
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• Kathryn Kolb Photography Workshops

• Dauset Trails Nature Center Outing and 
Picnic

• Snorkel with the Fishes at the Conasauga 
River

• Giff Beaton returns with another fascinating 
Dragonfly and Damselfly outing

• Patricia Howell, owner of BotanoLogos, will be 
leading a Wild Edibles and Medicinal hike

• Hikes to Rocky Mountain and Stanley Gap, 
the Dawson Forest, Hale Ridge, Old Growth at 
Upper Mill Creek and more

 
•  Wild & Woolly spring fundraiser
 
•  Annual Fall Retreat at Vogel State Park

Keep checking our website for information on these outings and other 2012 activities!

Upcoming 2012
Georgia ForestWatch Outings and Activities:


