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From The Director

Stretching our wings to
encompass the bigger picture

O

ccasionally, you will notice an alert or newsletter
article or website entry or a request for you to take action
on a problem that falls outside of the main focus of Georgia
ForestWatch – to protect our national forests. We are one of
many conservation/environmental organizations in the state
working on environmental challenges and threats to our water,
air and land. Over the last decade these groups have worked
more closely together to increase their effectiveness. Though
stretched to accomplish core goals, all of Georgia’s groups agree
that working together in this way strengthens all our efforts.
I would like to mention two such groups. Many environmental
groups in Georgia are members of these key statewide
organizations, the Georgia Water Coalition and Georgia
Conservation Voters.

The Georgia Water Coalition
Only five years old and with over 152 statewide partners and
members, the Georgia Water Coalition is working to ensure
that water is managed fairly for all Georgians, with the interest
of all citizens, existing businesses and farms in mind. As
Georgia’s population continues its rapid increase, pressure on
our natural water supplies may be coming critically close to
exhaustion. Our present drought starkly reveals a gross lack of
realism and planning when it comes to this most precious of
resources. The Water Coalition is fully focused on educating
Georgians about water issues in our state that affect them and
future generations, and on motivating them to be involved in
the far-reaching decisions now being contemplated by Georgia’s
Environmental Protection Division and the state legislature.
Georgia’s water resources are far too valuable and important for
their use to be decided solely by those with political influence.
Go to www.garivers.org/gawater/ to learn more about the
Water Coalition and its work for you and your water. This is a
critical period. Find out what’s going on and get involved.
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Georgia Conservation Voters
Another group that we work closely with and that provides a
critical service to all Georgians is Georgia Conservation Voters,
the political voice of the environmental and conservation
movement in Georgia. GCV takes its inspiration and
leadership from the local, regional and state environmental
and conservation groups that define the issues they work on.
Because tax-exempt state groups are not allowed to engage in
helping conservation-minded individuals get elected, GCV
undertakes that mission on their behalf. As we all know,
you cannot work very long on environmental issues without
realizing the fundamental role politics plays. GCV offers
several services to its many members, so they can become
more informed and strategically engaged in the political
choices and decisions by our leaders that affect our lives and
the future. You can learn more about GCV and its work at
www.gavoters.com/index.html.
Georgia ForestWatch also works with many other
environmental groups in our state and region for better
protection of our national forests but we occasionally step into
the arena of other important environmental issues. For a more
comprehensive list of partners and organizations we support
and work with go to our web page at: http://www.gafw.org/
links.html. Together, we form a stronger union to protect the
environment that supports our lives.
In future issues we will share more information about the key
groups that are at the core of the movement to protect our
environment in Georgia and the region.

Hike log:
Fall fungus foray

Contact Information
Georgia ForestWatch
www.gafw.org

by Debra H. Davis : Outing Leader

15 Tower Rd. Ellijay, GA 30540
706-635-TREE (8733)

D

espite the prolonged drought in the north Georgia
mountains, Warwoman Dell did not disappoint those who
ventured out September 23 on a memorable fall fungus foray led
by Debra and Larry Davis, and Lori Martell, outreach director.
The non-collecting foray was to educate participants about
the critical role of fungi in nature. We discussed foray ethics
and habitat protection. I emphasized the complexities of
identification and the importance of a keen eye, thorough
knowledge of field characteristics, habitats, and identification by
scientific name.
Warwoman Dell, a rich hemlock-hardwood cove forest is
located just outside of Clayton, Georgia, in Rabun County in
the Chattahoochee National Forest. It is also rich in historical
significance. A segment of the Bartram Trail named for noted
naturalist and explorer William Bartram (1739-1823), passes
through the area. The Civilian Conservation Corps built a
camp in Warwoman Dell in the 1930s. Remains of a stone
trout hatchery can still
be observed. An old
railroad bed dates to
the pre-Civil war era.
The railroad would
have connected the
Atlantic Coast to
Ohio. The project was
abandoned due to a
lack of funding.
Lori Martell photo
As a conservationist,
educator, master
Debra holds a magnolia cone while several
naturalist, selfForay participants attempt to photograph the
taught mycologist
tiny Strobilurus conigenoides growing on it.
and botanical
photographer, I am always amazed by the natural beauty
and myriad of textures, shapes and colors of fungi in the
Southeastern United States. Professional mycologists estimate
there are over 5,000 species in the region.

Fungi play a critical ecological role as a food source for forest
critters. They are also saprobes (decomposers) without which the
(continued on page 10)
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A personal note from the new president
by Peg Griffith : President

I

n October, at the quarterly meeting of the Georgia
ForestWatch Board, President Joe Gatins handed the reigns
to me. I have to say: I am honored, intimidated, and excited.
Honored, because a group of people who have shepherded
ForestWatch for so very many years believe in me. Intimidated,
because Joe is a very tough act to follow, and so far as I can
tell he works 20 hours a day! Excited, because I believe so very
much in what Georgia ForestWatch does.
As members, you should know that this was, and continues to
be, a very smooth transition. We did a three month overlap, to
ensure that “hand-offs” happened smoothly. Joe carries on as
a board member and chairman of the fundraising committee.
There is overlap in the board Executive Committee and in the
working committees as well, so that we have both continuity
and new energy, both vital to a healthy organization.
Looking forward, I am EXCITED! We have a number of
initiatives underway:
1. Increasing membership. With a major grant from a
generous foundation, we hope to significantly increase our
membership over the next couple of years. I discuss this
initiative and how you can help us elsewhere in this issue.
2. Recruiting co-district leaders. The district leaders represent
the core of what we are about: they walk the forests;
respond to Forest Service scoping notices; and put thought

behind the proposed activities. Our awesome District
Leaders know more about our forests than most people will
ever hope to know. We are lucky to have them. What they
know takes years to learn. Recently, three new co-leaders
signed up to begin learning from these experienced folks, so
that the next generation of ForestWatchers is trained.
3. Involving and educating our youth. People don’t protect
what they don’t love, and they don’t love what they don’t
know about. So it is ESSENTIAL to get young people
and youth out into the woods, and give them a chance to
experience nature. I believe that kids like getting outdoors
and learning about bugs, fish, trees, and toadstools. We
are looking into partnerships with existing environmental
education programs and camps, and offer the “woods, trees,
and hiking” component for these programs. Our focus must
remain “Preserving, Protecting, and Restoring Georgia’s
National Forests” – but we want to help “raise up” the next
generation of ForestWatchers.
Why does it matter, and why do I care? Because I love
the woods, and to have some small part in protecting this
marvelous forest is an honor and a responsibility that I treasure.
Because I recently watched nine wild turkeys and two deer, plus
a barred owl swooping through the evening sky hunting for
food. Because I want clean water and clean air. Because I want
all of these things for my family, for generations to come. n

District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
Ranger, Michelle Jones
USFS Conasauga River
Ranger District
401 GI Maddox Pkwy. • Chatsworth, GA 30705
mjones@fs.fed.us
706-695-6736
Ranger, Alan Polk
USFS Blueridge Ranger District
1181 Highway 515
P.O. Box 198 • Blairsville, GA 30512
apolk@fs.fed.us
706-745-6928
Ranger, Dave Jensen
USFS Chattooga River Ranger District
825 Highway 441 South
P.O. Box 438 • Clayton, GA 30525
dwjensen@fs.fed.us
706-782-3320
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Forest Service Contacts

Deputy Ranger, Scott Hill
Clarkesville Office
200 Highway – 197 North
P.O. Box 1960
Clarkesville, GA 30523
shill02@fs.fed.us
706-754-6221

George Bain – Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee – Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501
gbain@fs.fed.us
770-297-3000

Ranger, Erin Bronk
USFS Oconee National Forest
1199 Madison Road
Eatonton, GA 31024
ebronk@fs.fed.us
706-485-7110

Charles Meyers, Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree Rd., Room 760-S
Atlanta, GA 30367-9102
404-347-4177
Charles Conner
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
James L. Whitten Bldg.
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250

Wood-biomass power plant,
large land exchange planned
by Joseph Gatins : Chattooga River Co-district Leader

G

eorgia ForestWatch members in Rabun County and
nearby locales are closely monitoring and reviewing two
developments that could have major impact on national forest
landscapes in the long term.
The first involves a multipronged approach to
trying to reopen an aging
carpet and textile plant in
Rabun Gap. In that case,
the local subsidiary of a
Virginia-based electricity
co-generation company,
Multitrade, has purchased
the plant’s wood-fired
power plant with a view
to expanding its capacity
and using the electricity to
both power the factory and
resell excess electricity to the
power grid in Georgia.
According to Rick Cashatt,
project manager for the
subsidiary, Multitrade
Rabun Gap, LLC, plans
are to fire the plant’s boiler
with wood chips derived
from logging project waste
and slash collected within
a 50-mile radius of Rabun
Gap.

The firm already is on a fast track to seek approval for a
new air pollution permit that will be required by Georgia
air protection authorities. Details can be viewed at: http://
airpermit.dnr.state.ga.us/gatv/GATV/TitleV.asp. Click on the
letter M, and then the company’s name, for details.
As for the rest of the
plant, Rabun County
has purchased its water
intake and sewer outflow
facilities and will be
working to secure
separate, new permits
for both activities. The
1-plus million square
feet of the old textile
mill remains empty at
this writing, but efforts
are reported underway
to get an out-of-state
pump assembly concern
to occupy the space that
has remained vacant
since Fruit closed the
mill in June of 2006.

The second major
development involves
This map shows the 50-mile radius from which up to 50 tractor-trailer loads per a proposal for a large,
day of “logging waste and slash” would be extracted from your national forests
multi-party land
for a proposed power plant and textile mill in Rabun Gap.
exchange in which
some 323 acres of the
Chattahoochee National Forests would be swapped for some
759 acres of private land scattered in some five different
counties across Georgia.
At peak capacity, the new power plant would need something
on the order of 50 tractor-trailer loads of chips and fuel every
The net gain of 436 acres overall, however, comes mostly
day, he reported.
at the expense of public lands in Rabun County, a proposal
that will closely be reviewed by ForestWatchers in that locale.
It does not take a genius to see that this potentially could
Under the proposed swap, the county itself would pick up
have some noticeable effect on the Chattahoochee, Nantahala
about 80 acres to round out the dimensions of an aging
and Sumter National Forests in Georgia, North Carolina and
landfill that is in need of remediation. The extra landfill land
South Carolina – a development that ForestWatchers will
monitor closely as Multitrade’s plan evolve.

(continued on page 13)
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2007 Fall Retreat: A step back in time
by Joe Gatins : Board Member

B

ack way before Georgia ForestWatch was formed, well
before the U.S. Forest Service was even a concept, and
way, way back before the first European explorer set sight
on the Southern Appalachians, and even further back than
that – when there were very few native Americans tromping
the backwoods of what is now Rabun County, Georgia,
there was an immense forested landscape as far as eye could
see. Huge trees the likes have not been seen in more than a
century.
Quentin Bass, Forest Archeologist/Heritage Program
Manager and Tribal Liaison for the Cherokee National
Forest, painted an indelible picture of that area for the more
than 75 ForestWatchers who attended our Fall Retreat in
October of last year – sitting on a log around a open fire,
even as he knapped an obsidian piece of glass into a workable
version of an Indian-era axe.

largest Hemlock tree. On an adjacent piece of private property
the owners, concerned about the safety of a nearby historic
structure, had hired a crew to remove this mighty tree infected
and weakened by the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid.
One of Bass’ skills proved particularly entertaining later that
night around the bonfire – he can sing old favorites in Russian.
Who knew the breadth of this man’s talents?
The retreat serves as an introduction for newcomers in the
ways of ForestWatch, and as a place for old-timers to lick their
wounds, tell war stories, and re-energize their forces for doing
what we do.
The 2007 retreat, appropriately enough, was held at Camp
Ramah Darom, back in the backcountry of Rabun County, the

Ironically as Quentin Bass spoke on a gorgeous fall day the
whine of a chainsaw announced the demise of Georgia’s

Lori Martell photo

Ila Hatter lead a well attended herb walk, teaching
the group about edible and medicinal plants. Spouse
Jerry Coleman shared interesting anecdotes about
Cherokee medicine.
6 Georgia ForestWatch

Lori Martell photo

Quentin Bass demonstrated the ancient art of knapping on a piece of
glass.

site of the old Tumbling
Waters camp, where
ForestWatch got its
beginnings more than
20 years ago.
Other notable speakers
included Dr. Jim Costa,
the entomologist
from Highlands and
the director of the
Highlands Biological
Station; Ila Hatter,
the noted wild crafter
from Cherokee; and
Jim Herrig, the expert
aquatics biologist who
organizes and leads the
annual snorkeling forays
into the Conasauga
River. Tom Govus, the
well-known naturalist
from Ellijay, led a hike
to Sweatman’s Falls on
Sunday.

Lori Martell photo

Joe Gatins (left) was presented with a lovely Kathryn
Kolb trillium photo in thanks for his years as
president.

Lori Martell photo

Shiloh, daughter of Bob Smiles, was the only child in
attendance and found forever friends in staffers Kathy
Herrygers and Lori Martell.

The two-day event also
included a variety of other educational hikes (tree identification and hemlock
health updates) and plenty of time for reflection, retreat and quiet palaver. As
well as a contra dance and a lot of pickin’ and singin’ around the bonfire with
Jim Sullivan. A good time was had by all. n
David Govus photo

The Georgia Champion Hemlock was no match for the
hemlock woolly adelgid. The old giant was cut down
during Quentin Bass’ seminar.

U.S. Senate
Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate, 416 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3521
Fax: 202-224-0103
E-mail via web form: chambliss.sentate.gov
>contact us >email
-orRegional Representative Darren Kendall
c/o Sen. Saxby Chambliss
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1340
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
770-763-9090
Fax: 770-226-8633
E-mail: darren_kendall@chambliss.senate.gov

U.S. House of Representatives
Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate, 120 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3643
Fax: 202-228-0724
E-mail: http://isakson.senate.gov/contact.cfm
-orField Representative Denise Clopton
c/o Sen. Johnny Isakson
One Overton Park
3625 Cumberland Blvd., Suite 970
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
770-661-0999
Fax: 770-661-0768
E-mail: denise_clopton@isakson.senate.gov

Representative Nathan Deal
P.O. Box 1015
Gainesville, GA 30503
770-535-2592 • Fax: 770-535-2765
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/deal/contact/default.shtml
Representative Paul Broun
560 FAlls road
Toccoa, GA 30577
706-886-1008 • Fax: 706-886-1009
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/writerep
Representative Jim Marshall
682 Cherry St., Suite 300
Macon, GA 31201
478-464-0255 • Toll-free: 877-464-0255 • Fax: 478-464-0277
E-mail: http://www.house.gov/writerep
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Armuchee Timber Sale: Collaborate, but verify
by David Govus : Co-district Leader

F

or the past two years the Forest Service has been
attempting to develop a work plan on the western third of
the Chattahoochee National Forest. This effort has been
called the large scale western assessment. The Forest Service
has, from the start, portrayed this as a collaborative process
and indicated its interest in involving interested parties in
the process. In this light, volunteers and staff of Georgia
ForestWatch have attended numerous meetings and field
trips and provided input on how our public forests should be
managed. There is an inevitable tension in this relationship
as Georgia ForestWatch is a conservation organization and
as such adopts the conservative position that in many cases
no management of our public forest is necessary, and in
others, that proposed management is questionable. The Forest
Service, as a 100-year-old bureaucracy, naturally favors projects
that would keep the agency busy.
Last December the Forest Service announced a tentative list
of projects to be analyzed and discussed. These consisted of
dozens of projects spread over thousands of acres from the
Ridge and Valley physiographic province west of Dalton,
Georgia, to the west side of the Cohutta Mountains in the
Blue Ridge physiographic province. A great deal of this work
consists of thinning non-native loblolly pine plantations that
the Forest Service planted on thousands of clear-cut acres
from the mid 1960s too the mid 1990s. Thinning planted
loblolly pine plantations is recognized as a method of checking
the spread of the native Southern Pine Beetle that has
ravaged thousands of acres of these un-natural, single species
plantations throughout the south. These beetle infestations
are aggravated by the continuing cycles of drought that have
afflicted north Georgia in the past several decades.
In addition to the thinning projects were a variety of proposals
of a more problematic nature: restoration or maintenance
of oak and oak pine forests and the treatment of thousands
of acres with prescribed fire. Georgia ForestWatch examined
these proposals and visited as many of the sites as possible. At
this point in the process it became quite clear that the scope of
these proposals were beyond the ability of an average citizen
to comprehend and certainly impossible to ground truth. In
February of this year, Georgia ForestWatch in tandem with
the Southern Environmental Law Center delivered extensive
comments on these proposals. We included our strong feeling
that as these projects were proposed for forest health reasons
8 Georgia ForestWatch

and to improve wildlife habitat that it would not be reasonable
to cut down mature, acorn-producing oaks. We also pointed
out to the agency that the Cohutta portion of the forest was
significantly different from the Armuchee Ridges area in past
treatment, composition, soils etc. Within a few months the
Forest Service announced that the proposals on the western
slope of the Cohutta Mountains would be dropped from
consideration and that the analysis would focus solely on the
Armuchee sub-district in the Ridge and Valley area.
In late September, the Forest Service released the list of projects
that they favored on the Armuchee sub-district and the analysis
of the effects of the projects as well as alternatives based on
suggestions by Georgia ForestWatch and other members of the
public. The Forest Service’s proposal contemplates thinning
some 5,500 acres of dense pine plantations, restoring some 600
acres of mountain longleaf pine and shortleaf pine, restoring
600 acres of oak pine forest, and prescribed burning on nearly
4,000 acres. This proposal would cover an eight-year period
and generate some 24 million board feet of timber to be sold.
This volume of timber should yield between 2 and 3 million
dollars. This is a significant sum when one considers that the
annual budget for the entire Chattahoochee National Forest is
11 million dollars. The Forest Service can retain a portion of
these proceeds on the Chattahoochee and this naturally raises
the concern that the Forest Service’s decisions are not solely
based on forest health goals as the Forest Plan dictates but are
also influenced by economic concerns.
Georgia ForestWatch, along with the Southern Environmental
Law Center, began studying this proposal and soon realized
that more information was needed. The Forest Service was
quite cooperative in supplying additional information but
in the end could not supply the data necessary to allow a
trained surveyor to visit the exact sites where the proposed
activities would take place. Fortunately Georgia ForestWatch,
at considerable expense, has collected important Forest Service
data over the years and possesses the software necessary to
manipulate this information -- enabling us to create maps that
allowed for accurate site visits. The huge number of sites, 166,
precluded visiting them all so we concentrated on the older
forest stands. What we found was disturbing. Two 100 -yearold stands totaling nearly 200 acres slated for clear cutting to
(continued on page 9)

Armuchee Timber Sale
(continued from page 8)

restore oak-pine forests were found to be a healthy mature
mixed oak-pine forests in no need of treatment. Ironically,
both of these sites at one time were official Forest Service
recreation areas, now abandoned apparently for budgetary
reasons and proposed for clear cutting. We also visited
healthy 100–year-old oak-pine forests slated for clear cutting
for replanting of mountain longleaf pine. While Georgia
ForestWatch supports the restoration and maintenance of
this rare forest community we question if clear cutting is the
proper method to restore it and why degraded 30-year-old
clear cut stands nearby at similar elevation and with more
appropriate aspect were not selected for restoration. The
Forest Plan that governs all activities on the forest allows
timber cutting for forest health reasons but does not allow for
timber harvest as a means solely to generate funds for other
purposes.
One final aspect of this proposed project that we questioned
was the amount of proposed prescribed burning. Prescribed
burning is very expensive and as a result of our requests for
additional information we discovered that in the past 15
years over 7,000 acres in the project area have been burned.

Georgia ForestWatch recognizes that fire was a likely
component of the ecosystem of this general area prior to
European settlement but question how often it occurred
and in what exact locations. As the agency has been
firing the woods for years we also questioned the lack of
information on monitoring past and future burns. What
had been the affects of past burns and what were the
plans to monitor these future burns? What are the exact
goals that these burns hope to accomplish and what type
of monitoring will be put in place to determine if these
goals have been met. This is nearly the entire area. If in
fact burning produces favorable results in terms of oak
and pine recruitment and wildlife health why have these
benefits not been measured? Is it wise to proceed on
such a large scale without this information? The Forest
Service has indicated that they are interested in meeting
with Georgia ForestWatch in January to discuss these
issues.
To review the Forest Service’s proposal for the Armuchee
Ridges and Georgia ForestWatch’s response, visit our
website at: http://gafw.org/watching.html. n

To join or make a donation, go to www.gafw.org and click on “Ways to Give”, or use this form and mail to the address below,
or call our office at 706.635.8733 to use your credit card. Thanks!

Georgia ForestWatch Membership Form
Name:

(please print)

Address:
City, State, Zip:
								
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
								
(Please circle one)
Individual
Sugar Maples
$25
Buckeyes
$50
White Oaks
$100
Butternuts
$250
Hemlocks/Life
$500
Any Other Amount
$ _________
– Contributions are tax deductible –

Phone:
Email:
Make checks payable to:
GEORGIA FORESTWATCH,
15 Tower Rd., Ellijay, GA 30540
We accept MasterCard, VISA and American Express
credit card info:
# ____________________________ Exp. _____/_____
Signature: _____________________________________
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Fall fungus foray

(continued from page 3)

forests would become engulfed with undecomposed debris.
Some fungi are parasites that obtain nutrients by attacking
other fungi, plants and animals. Still others are mycorrhizal
symbionts of higher plants, both enjoying a mutually
beneficial relationship.

of mushrooms, I highly recommend the book, Medicinal
Mushrooms, An Exploration of Tradition, Healing, and Culture by
Christopher Hobbs, L.Ac., Botanica Press.
After we shared good wishes at the end of a fun day, I returned
home to work on my notes and by using multiple field guide
cross references, the species total was 72. Not bad during an
extreme drought!

Before we departed the parking lot, Larry noted a lovely blue
milk mushroom, Lactarius indigo. Then, everyone noticed
a group of Suillus americanus (Chicken Fat Suillus) in the
parking lot. These boletes manage to be beautiful while
looking like cold, icky, yellow chicken fat.

Kudos to Brad Martell for having the knack to find the most
unique species. His keen eye provided the group with a look
at some dazzling coral mushrooms, notably Clavunina cristata
(Crested Coral), Tremellodendron pallidum (Jellied False Coral),
and two Ramaria species.

We observed an unusual organism, Lycogala epidendrum, a
plasmodial slime mold commonly called Wolf ’s milk. This
oddity belongs to the myxomycetes. Only with the aid of my
loupe (magnifying lense) was I able to determine the correct
identification, and pricking one of the fruit-bodies caused a
bright pink spore mass to ooze out.

Other species encountered included Blue Stain, Cockle Shell,
and the deadly poisonous, but beautiful Death Angel (Amanita
virosa group) which provided a teachable moment to explain
the identification characteristics of the generally toxic Amanita
genus.

Several major mushroom groups were observed throughout
the day, including species from the polypores, crust and
parchment fungi, gilled, branched and clustered corals,
boletes, chanterelles, Hypomyces, fiber fans and vases,
puffballs, earthstars and earthballs, cup and saucer fungi, and
carbon and cushion fungi.
One of the frequent groups we encountered was the polypores,
also called “shelf mushrooms.” (Polyporaceae) These common
fungi grow in forests worldwide and are known for their
thousands of tiny tubes forming the pore layer on the
underside of flat plates. Polypores grow on tree trunks or from
tree stumps, fallen logs and branches. The texture ranges from
tough and woody to leathery. Still other species including
Laetiporus sulphureus (Sulphur Shelf ), Fistulina hepatica
(Beefsteak fungus) and Piptoporus betulinus (Birch polypore)
are fleshy when young.
One polypore, Trametes versicolor, was observed in abundance
(see cover photo). Its common name, Turkey Tail, is indicative
of the fan shaped appearance. Its scientific name refers to
the cap’s multi-colored concentric bands ranging from grey
and brown to purple, blue and green (The green coloration
is caused by an alga.). It has leathery banded caps with a
prominent narrow white margin, and grows in overlapping
clusters and, less often, in a rosette. It has white or cream
colored pores underneath that do not stain when damaged.
The wavy surface when fresh is velvety with an elegant
appearance. It can easily be cultivated at home, and has
become widely known for its immune supporting properties.
For those who are interested in the medicinal qualities
10 Georgia ForestWatch

Larry spotted the tiny Magnolia Cone fungus, Strobilurus
conigenoides. If he had accidentally touched the two minute
gems fruiting on the cone, they would have disintegrated.
He has learned by experience that I get disgruntled when
mushrooms get squished on my watch!
Come join ForestWatch’s educational and informative outings
and meet new friends who love the forest and desire the
preservation of our natural resources. See you soon! n

Fungus Foray

A sampling of species
Ramaria formosa,
Yellow Tipped coral

Lori Martell photo

Boletus ornatipes,
Ornate Stalked
Bolete
Lori Martell photo

Lentinellus cochleatus,
Cockle Shell*
*Uncommon – should
never be removed
Lori Martell photo

Handheld GPS satellite units:
modern-era ForestWatch tool
by Joe Gatins : Co-district Leader
Used to be, back out here in the mountains of north Georgia, that
local people known as “water witchers” could unerringly find water (or
where to dig for water) with use of a split peach sapling branch. Still
do, as a matter of fact.
So, visualize this: About a half-dozen grizzled, 50- 60- and
70-something Georgia ForestWatch veterans, a pretty scruffy bunch to
tell the truth, each holding a small electronic gizmo as they meandered
up a remote forest lane back in the backcountry of the Warwoman
Wildllife Management Area.
Welcome to the brave new world of handheld GPS mapping, the 21st
Century version of dowsing.
The hardy band of ForestWatch district leaders gathered late in the fall
of 2007 to get the low-down on how valuable these Global Positioning
System units can be. Their mentor: Consausaga co-district leader,
David Govus, who has used the units to advantage, when it comes time
to alert the U.S. Forest Service to problems on the ground, like busted
gates, illegal ATV traffic, eroded gullies, and the like. Translating
a GPS waypoint to a map also provides a permanent record of the
problems’ location and a permanent record of when the agency was
alerted to same.
Each district leader has been provided access to one of the GPS units
made possible under a recent grant from the Fund for Wild Nature.
“This is an invaluable tool for doing what we do,” said Wayne Jenkins,
executive director, Georgia ForestWatch. “We are known for ‘groundtruthing’ the state of our national forests – and having a GPS makes for
more telling monitoring.” n
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Georgia ForestWatch district leaders and friends learning to
apply GPS technology to on-the-ground forest monitoring.
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ForestWatch and GEAN
Working Together
For several years, Georgia ForestWatch has partnered
with the statewide Georgia Environmental Action
Network (www.protectgeorgia.net) to increase direct
communication between concerned Georgians and
key leaders who can influence decision-making for a
better Georgia. Our participation gives ForestWatch
members the opportunity to understand and effect
positive change on important environmental issues
across the state while joining with the members of
Georgia’s key conservation organizations on issues
affecting Georgia ForestWatch’s main focus, our
national forests.
Georgia Environmental Action Network (GEAN) is a
collaborative effort among leading environmental and
conservation organizations throughout Georgia to
educate and mobilize their members utilizing a stateof-the-art email alert system. This system is a powerful
way for getting our important messages to elected
officials, decision makers and leaders in business and
industry. Each participating group chooses which
issues they will include their group on.
GEAN’s constituent matching system is different from
other list servers and action networks. Studies show
that public officials pay closer attention to faxed or
emailed letters from constituents whose names and
addresses are included in the document than they do
regular mass email messages. GEAN automatically
matches you to your voting districts, includes your
contact information and delivers each letter to your
elected officials – all with one mouse click!
It is time for ForestWatch to update our list with
GEAN. This is a service we provide to all Georgia
ForestWatch members. To receive the occasional,
issue focused email from GEAN, you need do
nothing. However, if you do not wish to be
included on the GEAN list, please let us know by
sending an e-mail with subject “Opt Out GEAN” to
info@gafw.org. (GEAN will not sell your contact
info or use it for any other reason.)
We hope you choose to remain a part of this powerful
tool for environmental change in Georgia. Despite
what many folks believe, our leaders throughout
Georgia want and need to hear from concerned
citizens just like you. The Georgia Environmental
Action Network unites your voice with thousands
of other well informed and active environmentalists
across our beautiful state for protecting ourselves,
our families and our environment. Only by working
together can we make the difference.

Georgia ForestWatch prepares
to increase membership
by Peg Griffith : President

B

ig plans are underway at Georgia ForestWatch. We hope to increase
our membership significantly in 2008. Why? There are lots of reasons,
but here are three good ones:
1. To be heard. Increasing membership raises our “voice” in state
and national legislatures. The more real people support our
work, the more our members speak out, the greater likelihood
that we will be heard.
2. To be visible. Increased membership, visibility and donations
go hand-in-hand, and all contribute to fulfilling our mission.
When we meet with potential supporters, they often want
to know how many people care about our work. The more
members we have; the more Tshirts seen on the street; the more
emails and letters that back up every appeal, the stronger we are.
Send emails; wear T-shirts and caps; fly those bumper-stickers!
3. To be inclusive. Georgia ForestWatch is all about protecting
the forests for all of us now and for future generations. After all,
the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests belong to all of us
and our tax dollars pay for how they are managed. It takes all
of us working together to ensure that the forests are cared for
properly.
Will you help us this year? Let’s be stronger together and bring more
people into the ForestWatch family. Here’s how:
1. Give a gift membership. Tell someone that you share their
values; that you want to hike or watch birds or look at
wildflowers with them. Give a membership in the name of your
children or grandchildren, to teach them what you value. For
less than a tank of gas, you can give a friend a gift that lasts all
year.
3 Easy ways to make it happen: (Please, do one now.)
• Tear out the coupon in this newsletter and mail it in.
• Go to the website, and click on “Donate Now” to sign
up a friend online.
• Call the ForestWatch office and ask Kathy sign up your
friend.
2. Ask a friend to attend an outing or an event. Share the fun!!
ForestWatch hikes, retreats, and plant sales are stimulating
events full of interesting people.
3. Spread the word. Leave our newsletter in a public place: at a
friends’ house; in a doctor’s waiting room; on an airplane; at
church. Tell people you’re a member and they should be, too. n

Wood–biomass power plant
(continued from page 5)

is needed to facilitate mitigation of the landfill
pollution now flowing onto national forestland,
officials have explained. And Rabun’s County
board of education would pick up some 237
acres of public land – roughly situated between
existing elementary and middle-and-high school
complexes.
The swap also involves selling some 15 acres of
Forest Service land along US 441 to a private
developer and real estate man from Bogart,
Georgia, Larry Cooper. When contacted in midDecember, Cooper said he had no particular
plans at this juncture for the acreage he was
about to secure.
In exchange, the national forest would get land
for a new Conasauga District ranger office
in Dalton; a new heliport location between
Wiley and Tallulah Falls; an in-holding on
Yonah Mountain deemed crucial to long-term
protection of that popular visitor destination;
the upper reaches of the Cliff Creek watershed,
which is seen as a critical environmental
bulwark against pollution of the Wild and
Scenic Chattooga River watershed; and several,
larger pieces of industrial forest below Athens,
which are in danger of being chopped up for
local development.
Georgia ForestWatch will work hard, especially
in the case of the landfill acreage coming to
Rabun county and the additional land for
its board of education, to ensure that no
environmental damage occur after the swap is
accomplished and to try to guarantee that such
lands are used for public purpose in perpetuity,
rather than ever being resold to private interests.
The outline of this plan and maps can be
reviewed on the Forest Service website: http://
www.fs.fed.us/conf/press/2007-mplxchng. n
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2007 Individual Supporters, Thank You!
Sheryl Adair
Meriwether D. Adams
Kenneth Adams
Brenda Adams
Joanna and Al Adams
James Adderholdt Jr.
Eugene and Peggy Alford
Robert Allen
Elizabeth Andrew
Anonymous friends of Georgia
ForestWatch
Travis and Kathy Barnes
David and Janet Barnhardt
Lucy and Skip Bartlett
Thomas and Judy Barts
Ronald L. Bates
Dreaming Bear
Sheryl Bear
Charles Beaumont
Karen Bentley
David and Jean Bergmark
Chris Berry
C. Gray Bethea Jr.
E. Milton and Paula Lawton
Bevington
Reis Birdwhistell
James Bishop
Steven Bixler
Jane and Dameron Black
Kristen and Steven Blondeau
Jim and Peggy Bloom
Dr. Stephen Bloomingdale and Dr.
Laura Finley
Warren and Frances Blye
Richard Bondi
Dr. Phillip and Cindy Bonner
Donna Born
Joan and Donald Borzilleri
Leigh Bost and Jason Hallinan
Dan and Kathy Bowden
Jerry and Minnie Bowden
Mark Bowden
Carol Brady
Patricia and Bill Brake
Kay Breyer
Mike and Sharon Britton
Don and Mary Brockway
Dr. Emerson D. Brooking
James and Patsy Brown
Sherry Bryant
Don and Mary Beth Bundrick
Dr. Robert and Lucinda Bunnen
Claudia Burgess
Marshall Burke and Pete Williams
Martin and Jennie Burrell
Rick and Debbie Burton
David and Cara Busch
David Buse
Betty and Elmer Butler
Richard D. Cain

Emily B. Calhoun
Rebecca and Thomas Callahan
Jay and Katy Calloway
Bill Calton
James and Debra Campbell
Jean and Lewis Caputa
Cathy Carlisi
Elizabeth L. Carp
David Carr
David Carswell
Harry and Virginia Carter
Duval Carter
Ben Cash
Rachel Caviness
Dan Centofanti
Rod and Betsy Chamberlain
Deidra Champagne and Mike
Saviage
Elaine and Jim Chaney
Seri Chapman
Philip L. Cheek
Dave Cherry
Billy and Patricia Chism
Garrett Chism
Gayle Christian
Chip Cipcic
Pierce and Margie Cline
Pam and David Clough
Stephanie and Tom Coffin
Angela B. Coggins
Mary Thelma and Dalie Cole
Darron Collins
Jerry Converse
Sharon Coogle
Roberta Cook
Steve Cook
Dr. Price and Rogena Cordle
James Corey
James and Mary Darlene Couper
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Courts IV
Peggy Cowan
Robert Cox
Darryl and Janet Crawford
Gail Criminger
Roberta and Mike Crittenden
Nannette and Christopher 		
Curran
Bradley Currey Jr.
Larry and Lois Curry
Dorothy Dabbs
Edwin and Barbara Dale
Herb and Barbara Daniel
Rennie Davant
Patty Davenport
Debra and Larry Davis
James and Jadwiga Dawson
Jennifer Dawson and John Smith
Kees and Carol de Vente
Cornelis and Phyllis de Vente
Barbara and Fred Decker

Linda A. Demars
Shirley Dempsey
Bill and Barbara Denton
Mark and Anna Lisa Derenthal
Marie and Daniel DerVartanian
Douglas and Marsha Doll
Ted and Lynda Doll
Elizabeth Dufresne
Marie Dunkle
Carolyn Durant
Dr. Francine Dykes and Richard
Delay
Eric Eades
Jim and Deborah Ebert
Jacqueline Echols
Teresa Edgar
Andy and Melinda Edwards
Leslie Edwards
Sharon Ennis
Ken Estes
Susan Eulberg
Corinne Eulberg and Dave Ryan
Sara Evans
Katherine Evans
Dr. John and Martha Ezzard
Jennifer and Bruce Fabrick
Jo Faddis
Christopher J. Fagan
Becky and Richard Felker
Mary Fenton Doyle
Robert and Nancy Fichter
Steve Fisher
Alan Fizer
Tom Fowler
Betsy Fowler
Elizabeth M. Fox
Sarah Francisco
Helen Freed
Judy and Martin Freedland
Karen and Frank Fuerst
Charles Gandy
David Gardner
Dr. John and Joy Garrett
Susan Garrett
Jeff and Allison Gars
John and Edna Garst
Fran and Joe Gatins
Martin Gatins
Don and Jane Gatley
Mary Geidel
Walt and Kate George
Jud Germon
Annabel Girard
Andrew Goldstein
Bobby Goldstein
Genie and Jamie Goode
Bill Goodman
Tom Gorman
Joseph and Connie Gouge
David Govus

Tom Govus
Gary and Elizabeth Granger
Judith Greenwell
John Gresham
Bruce Griffeth
Matt and Jessica Griffin
Peg and Michael Griffith
Nedom and Carol Haley
Tom Hall
Alan and Anne Hall
J. B. Hallett, Jr.
Evelyn and Harold Hammontree
Chuck Handte
Margaret T. Harbin
Bill and Elizabeth Harbin
Robert L. Harbin MD
Susan Harmon
Rich and Maud Harrelson
Tom and Kathy Hart
Dr. Bob and Margaret Hatcher
Nancy Heath and Larry Wheeler
Ginny Heckel
Ann Helton
Heather and Tim Henn
Doug and Ellen Henry
Neill Herring
Dan and Kathy Herrygers
David and Nancy Hersh
Sara Beth Hertwig
Jeffrey Hetsko
Jacqueline Heyda
Joseph R. Hill
Elvin and Nancy Hilyer
Robin Hitner
Jennie Hobson and Fred Crimi
Carolyn and Tom Hodges
James and Barbara Holliman
Ray Hopper
Richard Hotaling
Shepherd and Sarah Howell
Melissa and Duncan Hughes
Steven Hurder
Jeff Hurley
Brock and Patty Hutchins
April Ingle
John and Elizabeth Izard
Angelique Jackson
Mitchell B. Jacoby
David and Christine James
Tom D. James
Darleen Jarman
Ed Jenkins
Alan Jenkins
Roger and Jean Johnson
Katharine B. Johnson
Bob Johnson
E. Alan Johnson
Steven Johnstone
Mike Jones
Allen Jones
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Harrison Jones
Rod and Aida Jurado
Richard Kahn
Rene and Paul Kane
Gary Kaupman
Susan Keller
Bill and Jennetta Kelly
Carol Kemker and Jim Poulos
Marilyn Kemp
Dick and Jill Key
Larry and Claire Keys
Lindsay Keys
Bob and Jane Kibler
Myra Kibler
Kirk and Kathy Knous
Keith and Leslie Kozicki
Carmen Kristan
Jeanne and Jeff Kronsnoble
Adele Kushner
David Kyler
E. Cody Laird Jr.
Judy and Scott Lampert
James Langland
Jeanne LaSala and Jim Abbot
Harold Lavender
Ted and Mary Elizabeth Law
Nolan and Patricia Leake
George Lee
J. Brent Lee
B. Richard and Martha 		
Lennington
Greg Leonard
Herb and Ferris Leslie
Fred Levick
Renata Levy
Ed and Jo Lewis
Larry Lioy
Jacqueline Lloyd
Bill and Susan Loeffler
Patricia and Roy Lowe
Gerald Lowrey
Sandy Lyndon
Kennedy Lyon
Lydia S. Macauley
Dena Maguire
Marshall and Nancy Mahone
Frank and Michelle Maloney
Howard and LaVonne Markel
Lori and Brad Martell
Annel B. Martin
Brent and Angela Martin
Ronald and Marchant Martin
Ed Martin
Chuck Mashburn
Charles H. Mathers
Ken and Tami McClung
Dennis McClure and Julie Jordan
Carole and James McCollum
Dan and Mary Emma 		
McConaughey
Karen McCracken
Dottie McCullar
Jim McCurdy
Shirley and Rick McDonald
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Freda and John McFarlane
Mark and Cindy McMann
Mort and Helen Meadors
Eston and Peggy Melton
Nancy and Ben Meluskey
Kitty and Tom Meyers
Rosalind Meyers
Willma and John Miles
Phyllis H. Miller
Vicki Miller
Laura Mitchell and George Krall
Gary Monk
Mary Kay Moore
Stephen Moorman
Gene and Natalie Morris
Richard and Nancy Morris
Charles and Linda Mote
Audrey Moylan
Jeff and Doris Muir
Tony C. Murphy
Jo Myers
Gladys and Ned Mynatt
Ed and Lee Nicholson
Adele Northrup
Hugh and Carolyn Nourse
Beverly and John O’Connor
Erin Odom Collins and Mark
Collins
Barbara Orisich
Karen Osborne
George B. Owen Jr.
Carol Ann Padgett and Shirley
Brown
Kris and Virginia Pagenkopf
Dr. Lavonne Painter
Pete and Sally Parsonson
Linda and Thomas Partington
Nina Patel
Kathy Patrick
Phillip Patton and Judy Ponder
Cynthia B. Pearson
Terry Perenich and Phil Novenger
Charna Perloe
Rebecca Peterson and Diane Daley
Parrie J. Pinyan
Chad Plumly
David Pope
Larry and Becky Portwood
Chris and Jim Powers
John and Suzanne Prince
Lindsay Pullen
Dr. Kitty Pupedis
Steve and Carol Raeber
Theron E. Ragsdale
Bobbie Reed
Carol and Lewis Reeves
Gary Retel and Leo Rosas
John Reynolds
Thomas and Ann Rhodes
Denny and Lois Rhodes
Doug and Elaine Riddle
George and Nancy Rivers
Guynelle Robbins
Bruce and Elaine Roberts

Ronald and Carol Robeson
Phyllis Rogers
Susan Rogers
James H. Rollins
Ethan Rosenzweig
Bonnie Rubin
Johanna Rucker
Frances Rundlett
Donald D. Russ
Ronald Russell
Steven Salamon
Catherine Sale
Donald W. Sanders
Ron and Anne Sanders
Jenny Sanders
Bill Sapp
Ron and Deborah Sauder
Joan and Frank Sauer
J.P. Schmidt
Jon Schwartz
Jerry Seabolt
Charlie and Laura Seabrook
Roberta Sedam
Marilyn Shallenberger
Robert and Jean Sheldon
Charles and Mary Beth Shepard
Sid Shortt
Edith Sibley
Kelly Sisario
Dudley Sisk and Barbara Luhn
Marianne and James Skeen
Virginia R. Slack
Bill and Laura Slaugenhop
Linda and Webb Sledge
Melissa Smart
Susan and William Smart
Robert G. Smiles Jr.
Jean and Bob Smilie
Emily and John Smith
Michelle Smith
Randolph Smith
Brenda Smith
Rhett Smith
Gary Solar and Doyle Hinson
Paul and Katherine Spencer
Helen Stacey
Dennis and Jan Stansell
Marilyn and Ted Stapleton
Mary Louise and Homer Stark
Martha Ann Stegar
Jessica Sterling and Ben 		
Emmanuel
Steve Stevens and Milly 		
Hastings
Francis Stewart
Jim and Esther Stokes
John and Jennie Stowers
Cynthia Strain
John and Pam Strawn
Liza Strub and Chuck Coxe
David Studtman
James and Sue Sullivan
Sherri Sutphin
Dr. Edwin Swords

Bill and Lynda Talmadge
Nick Tatom
Cal and Sandi Tax
Claudia Taylor
Margaretta Taylor
Lorie and Anthony Thompson
Dwayne and Cecile Thompson
Jane and Hugh Thompson
Becky Thornton
Tom Thrasher
Al and Peggy Thrasher
Rita Thrasher
Christine and G.W. Tibbetts
Bobbi Tower
Hoodie Troutman
Robert and Corbin Tucker
Carol Turner and William Wilder
William Turner
Patrick Tyburski and Tom 		
Whethington
Carl Tyler
James Unger
Lloyd and Bonnie Unnold
Keith and Melanie Vickers
Alice F. Von Stroud
Nancy Waldrop
Jim and Pat Walker
Caleb Walker
Bob Walter
Richard and Teresa Ware
J. Warner and Ann Veal
Mark Warren
Glenda Warwick
Dr. Donna Wear
Joseph and Patricia Webb
Virginia and Carl Webb
Egle G. Weiland
Herb and Myrna West
Ruth West and Bob Wells
Randall White and Erica Frank
James and Elaine Whitehurst
Marion and Martha Whitworth
Sam and Barbara Williams
Randy Willingham
Mrs. Spain Willingham
Susan Willis
Biff and Beverly Wilson
Walter Wingfield
Larry Winslett
Marc Wood
John and Inga Woodard
Susan Woodard
Chevin Woodruff
Sharon Worsham and David
Dusenbery
Robert and Denise Wright
Nancy M. Wylie
Kay Wylie
Goodloe Yancey IV
Jacqueline S. Young
Frank and Deborah Zimmerer
Jay and Terry Zipperman

2007 Business & Foundation Contributors
Business Contributors

Brad Cole Construction Co., Inc.
Ens and Outs
North Georgia Mountain Outfitters, LLC
Patagonia
Riverstone MD PC
Rock-Tenn Company
The Sentient Bean, LLC

Supporting Organizations

Agnes Scott College
Bent Tree Lake & Wildlife Committee
EMSA Fund, Inc.
Gay and Lesbian Atlanta Fund
Lake Burton Civic Association
Mountain High Hikers
Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition
The Georgia Conservancy

Supporting Foundations

Anonymous friends of Georgia
ForestWatch
Brewer Foundation
Calvert Foundation
Fund for Wild Nature
John and Wilhelmina Harland Charitable
Foundation, Inc.
Lyndhurst Foundation
Katherine John Murphy Foundation
The Sapelo Foundation
The Fleury Family Fund
Turner Foundation, Inc.
James and Ruth Wilder Foundation, Inc.

2007 Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Program Supporters
Donna Born
Dr. Price and Rogena Cordle
Mark and Anna Lisa Derenthal
Jacqueline Heyda
Cole Van Houten

Lake Winfield Scott Cabin Owners
Association
Gary Monk
Mrs. Andrew N. Mooney
Dorothy S. Myers

2007 Financial Report
Income
Earned Income
Membership Dues
Contributions
Grants
Total Income

$23,988.63
$17,767.00
$107,793.88
$151,500.00
$301,049.51

Admin
Program
Total Expense

$56,603.97
$139,984.76
$196,588.73

Expense

Net Income
Total Checking/Savings
Petty Cash
Total Current Assets

$110,538.44
$227,126.24
$274.72
$227,400.96

Hugh and Carolyn Nourse
Pete and Sally Parsonson
R.E.M. / Athens LLC
Jenny Sanders
Kathryn J. Stege

USFS: Chattooga
boating decision now
set for February
The U.S. Forest Service plans to issue an
environmental assessment regarding the issue of
boating on the Upper Chattooga sometime in
February. This release also is supposed to contain
the agency’s recommendation whether to allow
boating or not, and if so, what kind of limits might
be included.
Boating of all types has been banned on the 21
miles of the Chattooga above the Russell Bridge on
Route 28 for more than 30 years, a position Georgia
ForestWatch believes continues to have merit. For
more information, and for the latest comments from
interested members of the public, see: http://www.
fs.fed.us/r8/fms/forest/projects/chattcomments.
shtml.
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Georgia ForestWatch welcomes
the following new members
Sheryl Adair
Joanna and Al Adams
Robert Allen
Travis and Kathy Barnes
Chris Berry
Kristen and Steven Blondeau
Don and Mary Beth Bundrick
Elizabeth L. Carp
Roberta Cook
Patty Davenport
Linda A. Demars
Katherine Evans
Christopher J. Fagan
Mary Geidel
Walt and Kate George
Tom Govus

Nedom and Carol Haley
Heather and Tim Henn
Gary Solar and Doyle Hinson
Robin Hitner
John and Elizabeth Izard
Angelique Jackson
Tom D. James
Harrison Jones
Gary Kaupman
Renata Levy
Larry Lioy
Willma and John Miles
Gene and Natalie Morris
Audrey Moylan
Nina Patel
Susan Rogers

Gary Retel and Leo Rosas
Ethan Rosenweig
Johanna Rucker
Corinne Eulberg and Dave Ryan
Catherine Sale
Deidra Champagne and Mike Saviage
Jerry Seabolt
Edith Sibley
Marilyn and Ted Stapleton
John and Jennie Stowers
Bob Walter
Patrick Tyburski and Tom Whethington
Marion and Martha Whitworth
Susan Woodard
Goodloe Yancey IV

Georgia ForestWatch
15 Tower Rd.
Ellijay, GA 30540

706-635-8733
www.gafw.org
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