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From the Director 
Celebrating Georgia’s
Mountain Treasures Mary Topa

Executive Director

As many of you know, ForestWatch has taken the lead in updating 
the 1995 report, Georgia’s Mountain Treasures: The Unprotected 
Wildlands of the Chattahoochee National Forest, originally compiled by 
The Wilderness Society and other environmental groups, including 
ForestWatch and the Sierra Club. The original publication was part 
of a Mountain Treasures series by The Wilderness Society in the 
1990s that emerged at critical times in the forest planning processes 
for these national forests.  Their purpose was very specific:  to give 
the public accurate, detailed information about wildlands so citizens 
could speak effectively on behalf of these special places.  Updating 
this report is a critical first step in preparing for the upcoming 
revision of the current Land and Resource Management Plan for the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests (“Forest Plan”), and has 
been a ForestWatch priority for the last two years. 

The Forest Service crafted the current Forest Plan for the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests (CONF) in 2004, and this 
Plan guides projects in the CONF until the next plan revision—the 
very projects that ForestWatch responds to on a regular basis. The 
revision process provides an opportunity for the public to request 
changes in management from the current Plan.  During plan revision, 
the Forest Service conducts an inventory of areas that meet roadless 
or similar criteria, and considers whether to recommend these areas 
for Wilderness, or other Congressional designation (such as National 
Scenic or National Recreation Areas). Other areas may deserve Forest 
Service administrative designations: for example, as management 
backcountry, botanical-zoological areas, or cultural/heritage areas, etc.  
And yet others may not need a change in management at all. 

For the last two years our Forest Ecologist, Jess Riddle, has been 
updating the Georgia’s Mountain Treasures report with assistance 
from other ForestWatch volunteers and conservation partners.  We 
are happy to announce that we should have printed copies of this 
updated report (actually a book) by June. We have funds to print 500 
copies of this book that will be free and available to the public, but 
we anticipate having to do a second printing in 2019. We also hope 
to have a Georgia’s Mountain Treasures website completed by the 
end of 2018 for easy online access to the report, and more detailed 
information about individual Mountain Treasures areas.  It is our goal 
to use this updated report to encourage our members and other users 
of Georgia’s national forests to visit these wildlands and participate 

in the revision process so they may speak on behalf of these special 
places. 

We kicked off the Georgia’s Mountain Treasures Project at the 
recent Appalachian Mountain Treasures Photo Show at the Bowen 
Center for the Arts with our co-hosts, the Georgia Chapter of the 
Sierra Club and the Bowen Center. A big thanks go to Bowen 
Executive Director Ginny Greenwood for organizing the show, and 
judges Larry Winslett, Peter McIntosh and Horace Hamilton who 
had the difficult task of selecting 126 images to exhibit from the 
253 submitted entries, and naming first, second and third place 
winners in each category, along with Best in Show. We would also 
like to thank Eli McMahon of North Georgia Technical College 
School of Photography for taking photos at the Awards Reception 
on March 3rd, and allowing us to share some with our readers below 
and on the opposite page.

Awards for the Appalachian Mountain Treasures Photo Show were 
provided by The Dobbs Fund, Mohawk Carpet Foundation, North 
Georgia Community Foundation, Georgia Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
The Bowen Center for the Arts, Patagonia, and Len Foote Hike Inn.
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(continued on page 6)

Patterson Gap:  A Georgia’s Mountain Treasure
by Jess Riddle  :  Forest Ecologist

Standing in the middle of the Patterson Gap Mountain Treasure, Gulf 
Knob is one of the hardest places to get to in north Georgia.  If you can 
sweet-talk your way through the private land at the bottom, you’ll have 
a trail-less climb with 1,200 feet of vertical ascent.  Coming from Forest 
Service land includes traversing Scaly Knob, which adds distance and 
elevation, but not a trail.

The very names speak to the ruggedness of the area.  To many, a “gulf ” is 
a lobe off an ocean.  Cumberland Plateau hikers, though, know a “gulf ” 
as an empty space where a stream has eroded a canyon-like drainage into 
the plateau’s edge.  As Gulf Branch drops off Gulf Knob and Scaly Knob, 
the stream lives up to its name.

To me, that inaccessibility has always been part of the Patterson 
Gap roadless area’s charm.  Driving up Highway 441, the cluster of 
mountains always seems within reach as it rises up behind the Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School.  The Bettys Creek-to-Persimmon scenic drive, 

which the “Explore Rabun” website promotes, swings around 
the north side and takes much of its charm from the peaks.  
Venturing into the area essentially guarantees seeing no one.  
Private land cuts off access from the north, south, and east 
though, largely keeping visitors at a distance and leaving the 
area seen but not experienced.

Indeed, the area is growing even wilder.  The Forest Service has 
abandoned two roads into the area.  Forty-foot tall tuliptrees 
grow in a former wildlife opening.  The wave of clear-cutting 
that pockmarked so much of the national forest 25-50 years 
ago largely bypassed this area for want of roads, particularly on 
the east side.

Patterson Gap rewards those who venture in with a 
concentrated dose of the north Georgia Mountains, a 
microcosm of all that makes the region enchanting.  Lush 
coves and scruffy ridges, plateaus and cliffs, rock outcrops and 
waterfalls all crowd together.  In the coves, striped maple and 
mountain bunchflower press up against three state champion 
trees: a 42-inch-diameter red hickory, a 41-inch cucumbertree 
magnolia, and a 29-inch Fraser magnolia.  Fraser magnolia 
tends to be rather short lived, and the current champion is a 
replacement for a national champion that once grew in the 
area but is now soil.  At the opposite extreme, only scattered 
trees emerge from dense thickets of mountain laurel on some 
exposed, thin-soiled ridges.  Resembling the heath balds that 
occur at higher elevations in the Great Smoky Mountains, these 
communities probably result from southern pine beetle killing 
pitch pine stands rather than from fire.

An eastern red cedar peels off rock outcrops on Scaly Knob.
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An eastern fence lizard basks on a rock outcrop.
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I n the last newsletter, Mary Topa welcomed several new board 
members who joined in January.  I would like to officially introduce 
these members and tell you a little about them.  

Marie Dunkle lives in Tiger, GA, in a log cabin adjacent to 
Chattahoochee National Forest.  She has been a member of Georgia 
Forest Watch since 2011 and serves as a District Leader in the 
Chattooga River Ranger District.  Marie received her degree in 
Communications from Pennsylvania State University and has been 
professionally involved in environmental and safety management 
and communications for 35 years. Her consulting work supports 
environmental improvements, risk reduction and crisis management. 
Marie has served on the Directors of WaysSouth/StopI-3, Wayfarers 
Unity Chapel and the Cobb Symphony Orchestra. She is also a 
professional musician who has contributed her musical talent at many 
ForestWatch events, including the recent opening reception for the 
Appalachian Mountain Treasures Photo Show.  In her spare time, 
Marie enjoys long mountain hikes and is a kayaking enthusiast.

Tom MacMillan lives in Dahlonega. He was active in Boy Scouts 
in his teens, earning a forestry merit badge. He has an MBA and a 
BSME from Drexel University. Tom has been an environmentalist 
most of his life. While living in North Carolina, Tom was Vice 
President of Uwharrie Trail Club, a group involved in protecting the 
Uwharrie National Forest with emphasis on The Birkhead Wilderness. 

Meet the new ForestWatch board members
by Robin Hitner  :  Board President

He was very active with the Sierra Club in North Carolina, and 
has continued to be active with the Georgia Chapter. Tom retired 
from his sales career in 2012 and moved to Dahlonega, joining 
ForestWatch shortly thereafter. He is active with his church and the 
local Chamber of Commerce, and serves on the Board of Lumpkin 
County Education Foundation.

Trushar Mody (known as Mody), lives in Kennesaw, GA.  He is an 
accomplished business entrepreneur, WholeisticTM coach, trainer 
and mentor with over 35 years of experience in manufacturing, 
real estate, finance, retail, nonprofit, and service industries. 
Currently he is a business coach and soft-skills trainer with Encore 
Consulting Group. In addition to his professional endeavors, Mody 
has volunteered for the Boy Scouts and other youth activities and 
has served professional associations and nonprofits, including the 
Gandhi Foundation.  Mody has also volunteered in leadership 
positions with the Cobb Emergency Response Team, Toastmasters 
International and the “Keep Cobb Beautiful” initiative. He is an 
avid hiker and makes annual retreats to the Himalayas. 

Denny Rhodes lives in Smyrna, GA.  He holds a BS in Mathematics 
from Georgia Tech, graduating with a commission in the U.S. Army 
in 1967. After three years on active duty, he became an equipment 
manufacturers representative involved in power generation. He has 

(continued on page 11)

Front Row, l to r: David Govus, Mary Topa, Richie Deason, Tom MacMillan, Robin Hitner, 
Denny Rhodes. Back Row, l to r: Trushar Mody, Melanie Vickers, Sue Harmon, Tom Colkett, 

Ted Doll, Brenda Smith, Harry Vander Krabben, Marie Dunkle, Jim Dawson. 

Newest addition to the board,
 John Moeller
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Patterson Gap:  A Georgia’s Mountain Treasure
(continued from page 4)

This article is part of a recurring series on Georgia’s Mountain Treasures. Mountain 
Treasures are some of the last large wild places in Georgia. But they do not have 
permanent protection from road building, logging, and other extractive resource use. 
We are surveying them to learn more about their special plants, animals, history, and 
scenic features. We will use that information to update the report “Georgia’s Mountain 
Treasures” and lobby for more protection during the next forest plan revision.  If you have 
any personal stories about these areas, we would love to hear them.  We hope these articles 
will inspire people to enjoy and get to know these special areas.

Mangy upper slopes where gneiss bedrock lies exposed give 
Scaly Knob its name.  While overall they are rare in Georgia, 
extensive rock outcrops spread across several of the highest peaks 
in Patterson Gap.  Far from being barren rock, sedge lawns and 
islands of red cedar, woodland sunflower, mountain mint, and 
even a stray Turk’s cap lily take advantage of the openings created 
by the outcrops.  The rare Diana fritillary pollinates some of the 
flowers.  The rock itself hosts lichens and warms basking eastern 
fence lizards.  Old-growth forests totaling at least 600 acres 
surround the rock outcrops and support white oaks over 300 years 
old.

The forests help preserve water quality in the headwaters of the 
Little Tennessee River, which drains most of both the north and 
south slopes.  Keener Creek and a tributary slide over two falls 
before merging with Billy Creek, outside the area, to form the 
Little Tennessee River.  Two rare fish depend on water quality in 
the Little Tennessee headwaters, the olive darter and the fatlips 
minnow (its momma didn’t name it).

Patterson Gap is a microcosm of all that is in the north Georgia 
mountains.  Neighborhoods on the lower slopes press up 
against wild forest.  Noise pollution, hemlock woolly adelgid, 
and climate change reach places that people have not set foot.  
Limited budgets may keep the area inaccessible, or people may 
invest in exploiting nature.  Places with popular trails will have 
champions to push back against exploitation, tell the story 
of what makes them special, and fight for them.  People have 
personal connections to those places.  The question is, who will 
champion the places where people can still find solitude?  Even 
as nature changes, there will still be the places where turkey act 
like turkey, beech trees wait for canopy gaps, and people have an 
opportunity to find nature and themselves.

Getting there: From Dillard, go west of Bettys Creek Road 3.4 
miles, and turn left onto Patterson Gap Road.  Follow it 1.5 miles 
to Forest Service property.  There is a pull-off on the left, opposite 
a driveway.  n
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Scaly Knob overlooks Gulf Branch as summer showers move along the Georgia-North Carolina border in the background.
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District Offices of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Forest Service Contacts

Betty Jewett – Forest Supervisor
USDA Forest Service
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests
1755 Cleveland Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501  
bettymjewett@fs.fed.us • 770-297-3000

Ken Arney – Acting Regional Forester
USDA Forest Service – Region 8
1720 Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30309 
silviamolina@fs.fed.us • 404-347-4177

Sonny Perdue
Secretary of Agriculture, USDA
Jamie L. Whitten Bldg.
1301 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC  20250
agsec@usda.gov • 202-720-2791

District Ranger, Jeff Gardner
USFS Conasauga Ranger District
3941 Highway 76  •  Chatsworth, GA 30705
jeffgardner@fs.fed.us
706-695-6736

District Ranger, Andrew Baker
USFS Blue Ridge Ranger District
2042 Highway 515 West
P.O. Box 9  •  Blairsville, GA 30512
albaker@fs.fed.us
706-745-6928

District Ranger, Ryan Foote
USFS Chattooga River Ranger  District
9975 Highway 441 South
Lakemont, GA  30552
rfoote@fs.fed.us
706-754-6221
 
District Ranger, Thomas Dozier
USFS Oconee National Forest
1199 Madison Road
Eatonton, GA 31024
tdozier@fs.fed.us
706-485-7110

Blue Ridge Ranger District: 

On March 19th, Georgia ForestWatch, along with our partners 
the Georgia Chapter of the Sierra Club and the Southern 
Environmental Law Center, filed an objection to the Cooper Creek 
Watershed Project.  We objected because the District’s plan fails to 
adequately protect streams and roadless areas, and proposes logging 
in areas their own forest plan identifies as unsuitable for timber 
production.  Five other people objected to the project.  Four cited 
concerns about the extent of timber harvests and/or herbicide use.  
One argued for more logging.  The Forest Service has 45 days to 
respond to all of the objections, but they have not scheduled an 
objection resolution meeting with us yet. You can read our entire 
administrative objection on our website:  http://gafw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/2018-03-19-Cooper-Creek-Objection.
pdf.

Chattooga River Ranger District:

At the end of February, the District temporarily closed a scattering 
of roads.  These roads shared a history of irresponsible recreational 
use and had suffered damage after wet weather (see article by 
David Govus on page 8).  Most of these roads have reopened, but 
Chimney Mountain (Forest Service Road 79, aka the eastern half 
of Tray Mountain Road) and Dicks Creek (Forest Service Road 
164) remain closed.  Such closings often result in strident – and 
occasionally criminal – feedback to the Forest Service.  However, 

Around the forest
by Jess Riddle  :  Forest Ecologist

even with optimistic assumptions about maintenance costs, 
Washington sends the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests only 
about a third of the funds needed to properly maintain the road 
network.  The Chimney Mountain Road has deteriorated to such a 
degree that standard maintenance can no longer repair the road.

Conasauga Ranger District:

The Conasauga Ranger District recently released their final decision 
for the Fightingtown Creek Project.  The project focuses on creating 
early successional habitat, areas with few trees.  ForestWatch had 
serious concerns with the initial project design.  Some of these 
concerns were addressed through clarification: while the harvest 
stands contain areas with steep slopes, the actual plans are to cut 
trees only on the areas with gentler slopes.  Others were addressed – 
at least partially – by changes to the project.  The final plan retains 
more trees (especially oaks), swaps mature stands for two young 
stands that ForestWatch suggested, contains significantly less road 
reconstruction and associated sedimentation, and includes safeguards 
for particular species of concern.  Some parts of the project are still 
hard to swallow.  A couple of beautiful stands with big tuliptrees 
will be cut.  Overall though, the District has been flexible and 
transparent in their approach, and incorporated input from Georgia 
ForestWatch, the Ruffed Grouse Society, and the University of 
Georgia.  The result is a significantly improved project. n
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Forest Service roads in the Chattahoochee 
National Forest
by David Govus  :  District Leader and Board Member

This article continues an examination of Forest Service roads, their condition, 
current uses and future.  As the article in the recent winter issue of Forest News 
noted, some important Forest Service system roads have deteriorated to the 
point that they are being used as off-road vehicle courses by convoys of four-
wheel-drive vehicles, predominately Jeeps. The badly damaged Tray Mountain 
Road is the poster child for this disturbing phenomenon. Since the article was 
published, and following complaints from Georgia ForestWatch, the Forest Service 
has temporarily closed the eastern two thirds of that 14-mile road. This is an 
encouraging development, but what is the permanent solution?

In the case of the Tray Mountain Road, one Forest Service official I spoke with 
was not certain that he had access to a vehicle capable of negotiating the road.  
Without the ability to survey the road, crafting a plan to put it back in service will 
be difficult, assuming the funds can be found to not just repair, but to rebuild it.

Nationally, the Forest Service has a road system that encompasses somewhere 
between 350,000 and 500,000 miles, depending on who is counting. This road 
system could span the globe over 15 times.  Despite the acute need, funds for road 
maintenance and repair have been steadily declining.  Given the massive budget 
deficits and obligations of the Federal Government, there is absolutely no reason 
to think that this trend will not continue.

The Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests 
(CONF) have over 1,500 miles of roads to maintain 
and estimates that the forest needs 1.7 million 
dollars per year to maintain these roads.  The 
current appropriation is $578,000, but $350,000 of 
that is needed for fixed administrative costs, leaving 
a little over $200,000 that can actually be spent on 
the ground.  It is clear that this amount of funding 
is insufficient to improve the road system, which 
will continue to decline.  Further complicating this 
matter is climate change and the prediction that 
it will bring more violent weather events.  This 
has already occurred on the CONF, with violent 
storm events in December 2015 causing landsides 
and road closures on four roads in the Conasauga 
Ranger District. Several of these roads that collapsed 
were built by the Civilian Conservation Core and 
had been in place for 80 years. Fortunately, the 
Forest Service was able to access emergency funds 
and make repairs, but some of these roads were out 
of commission for over a year.  As more greenhouse 
gases continue to be pumped into the atmosphere it 
seems likely that there will be more damage to the 
forest road system from violent storm events.

The Forest Service’s response to this crisis is to study 
the problem. In the early 2000s there was the Roads 
Analysis Policy (RAP) as part of the Forest Planning 
Process, and more recently the Transportation 
Analysis Policy (TAP).  Despite the TAP finding 
that over 80% of the watersheds on the CONF 
are at risk from erosion or sedimentation, there 
is no urgent call for closing roads.  Instead, TAP 
directs the District Rangers to use the TAP report 
to further study the road system during the process 
of planning timber cutting projects.  As a result, 
there have been a few recommendations for road 
closures and classification changes, but as projects 
take years to plan and implement, road rightsizing 
is proceeding at a glacial pace.  Oftentimes the 
recommendation is to change the maintenance 
level classification from ML3 to ML2, that is, 
from a maintenance level that will accommodate 
normal passenger vehicles to one that will only An ordinary 4-wheel drive enjoying the Rich Mountain Road
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Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate, 131 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3643 
Fax: 202-228-0724
E-mail: www.isakson.senate.gov/public/index.
cfm/email-me 

-or-

Field Representative Jordan Dawson
c/o Sen. Johnny Isakson
One Overton Park SE
3625 Cumberland Blvd., Suite 970
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
Phone: 770-661-0999 • Fax: 770-661-0768

U.S. Senate

Senator David Perdue
Senator David Perdue
455 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3521
www.perdue.senate.gov/contact-david

-or-

Field Representative Beatrice Torralba
3280 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 2640
Atlanta, GA   30305
Direct:  404-782-7492
Phone: 404-865-0087
Fax:  404-816-3435
beatrice_torralba@perdue.senate.gov

U.S. House of Representatives

Representative Jody Hice
100 Court Street
Monroe, GA  30655
Phone: 770-207-1776
Fax: 770-226-6751
http://hice.house.gov/contact/

Representative Austin Scott
127-B  N. Central Ave.
Tifton, GA   31794
Phone: 229-396-5175
Fax:  229-396-5179
https://austinscott.house.gov/
email-me

Representative Tom Graves
702 South Thornton Ave.
Dalton, GA   30720
Phone: 706-226-5320
Fax:  706-278-0840
http://tomgraves.house.gov/
contact/

Representative Doug Collins
210 Washington St. NW
Suite 202
Gainesville, GA   30501
Phone:  770-297-3388
Fax:  770-297-3390
https://dougcollins.house.gov/
email-me

accommodate high-clearance vehicles. Even though it often seems  
that every other vehicle in Atlanta traffic is an outsized pickup, in fact 
most Americans choose to drive fuel-efficient passenger vehicles and 
are increasingly being excluded from their public road system.  Forest 
Service roads in the CONF that once could accommodate passenger 
cars have been turned into defacto off-road courses, dramatically 
accelerating their deterioration.

Despite this crisis, the Forest Service continues to propose new roads.  
Just a few years ago, as part of the Warwoman project, the Agency 
proposed building a new million-dollar road up the west side of 
Tuckaluge Creek in a potential Roadless Area despite the fact that 
there was an existing system road up the east side of the creek.  By its 
own analysis, the Forest Service predicted that the new road would 
add to the silt load in Tuckaluge Creek for 10 years. The reason given 
was a short, steep section on the existing road that was eroding.  
This made little sense, as it would have been much cheaper and less 
damaging to modify the steep section.  When Georgia ForestWatch 
protested and looked into the matter, it turned out that the actual 
reason the new road was proposed was to accommodate tractor trailer 
trucks in order to haul logs from future timber projects. The existing 
road is not negotiable by tractor trailer trucks, and more and more 
timber contractors qualified to bid on Forest Service projects do not 
possess straight trucks that can be used to haul logs on steep and 
narrow Forest Service roads.

Clearly, the Forest Service, here on the CONF and elsewhere, needs to 
change its attitude towards roads and accept the fact that many roads 
need to be closed and healed. Scarce maintenance dollars should be 
reserved for important system roads that provide access to the public.  

Roads designed to accommodate passenger cars cannot be allowed 
to degenerate into off-road vehicle courses, as has happened to the 
Tray Mountain and Nimblewill Gap roads and others.

Unfortunately, even when the Forest Service decides to close a 
road, they have not demonstrated the ability and resolve to do 
so. Over a dozen years ago, the current Forest Plan affirmed that 
the Appalachian Approach Trail from Amicalola State Park to 
Springer Mountain was entitled to the same protection as the 
Appalachian Trail itself. Georgia ForestWatch pointed out that 
the badly deteriorated Frosty Mountain Road, which closely 
parallels the Trail and crosses it in several places, stretching from 
Nimblewill Gap to the Len Foote Hike Inn turn-off, had been 
turned into an ORV (off road vehicle) course complete with a huge 
mudbog. After several years of cajoling, the Forest Service gated the 
road. Since that time, the gates have been torn down repeatedly. 
Despite entreaties by Georgia ForestWatch to create a more secure 
blockade, the Forest Service continued to replace torn down 
gates only to experience the same results. The latest replacement 
only lasted a few days. When Georgia ForestWatch contacted the 
Blue Ridge Ranger District we were informed that a decision had 
been made to construct trenches and berms to finally close the 
road. Upon further discussion we learned that there were some 
difficulties in implementing this plan. The District does not have 
an employee certified to operate the excavator needed to build the 
barrier, nor anyone with the commercial driver’s license necessary 
to move the machine to the site. Even if these problems were 
resolved, the entire Chattahoochee National Forest only has one 
excavator shared among the four Districts. The Blue Ridge Ranger 
District expects to possess the excavator again in six months.  n
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Invasive species profile:  Chinese silvergrass
(Miscanthus sinense)
by Jess Riddle  :  Forest Ecologist

Fountains of foliage and persistent plumes of seeds have enticed 
gardeners throughout the United States to add Chinese silvergrass 
(Miscanthus sinense) to their landscaping. This perennial grass from 
eastern Asia now comes in dozens of cultivars and appears on the 
web as Japanese silvergrass, eulalia, and maiden grass.  Adaptability 
to a wide variety of sites and a lack of pests add to the species’ 
horticultural appeal.

Unfortunately, these same traits enhance Chinese Silvergrass’ 
destructive potential as an invasive species.  Like many invasive 
plants, silvergrass crowds out native species, leaving little room 
or resources.  While needing at least partial sun, the grass readily 
invades roadsides and disturbed forests, such as after logging.  It is 
also highly flammable.  To protect their native species, several eastern 
states have banned the sale of Chinese Silvergrass.  In north Georgia, 

the infestation is the worst in Rabun County, but the species is 
broadly distributed in and around the Chattahoochee National 
Forest.

The plant’s leaves, three to four feet long and less than an inch 
wide, arch up and out from a dense cluster.  In late summer, the 
flowering stems shoot above the leaves reaching three to seven 
feet high.  After the feathery groups of flowers at the top of each 
stem turn to seed, they gradually fade to silver and arch over, but 
generally persist through winter.

Chinese silvergrass’ large size, clumped growth form, and dense 
feathery flower groups make it one of the more easily recognizable 
grasses in the region.  Among native species, eastern gamagrass, big 
bluestem, and silver plumegrass may bear the greatest resemblance.  
Eastern gamagrass and big bluestem have flower groups with three 
to five branches rather than many branches.  Silver plumegrass has 
upright flower groups with straight branches rather than arching 
flower groups with curved branches.

Fortunately, Chinese silvergrass cannot cope with a variety of 
simple control measures.  Pulling and digging can effectively 
eliminate small populations.  The plant reproduces from 
underground stems (rhizomes) though, so the entire plant must 
be dug up.  Mowing repeatedly during the growing season 
can eliminate larger populations.  Chinese silvergrass is also 
sensitive to herbicides, with Roundup being the most commonly 
recommended.  Persistence is needed with any of these approaches, 
since seeds can survive in the soil for at least a year.  n

Chinese silvergrass with mature seeds
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SAVE THE DATES!
June 21st and 22nd

We are working with the UGA Center for 
Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health and 
the University of North Georgia to host an 
invasive species workshop.  The two-day 

event in Dahlonega will include presentations 
and field trips from experts on how to 

identify, map, and control invasive plants. 

More information will be posted 
on our website and in a future alert.
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been on the Boards of the Georgia Appalachian Trail Club 
(GATC) and the Benton MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA) 
and served on the Appalachian Trail Conservancy’s (ATC) 
Stewardship Council. He represented GATC to DNR’s 
Recreational Trails Program Advisory Committee, the ATC’s 
Southern Regional Partnership Council and the Southeastern 
Foot Trails Association. As GATC’s Conservation Director, 
he first learned of Georgia ForestWatch and attended District 
Leader meetings regularly as a guest. Denny has backpacked 
and hiked on protected public lands from the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National Forest to the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge for 40+ years.

Melanie Vickers lives in Kennesaw, GA.  Her love of the 
outdoors began in her teens when she joined her brother, 
Brent Martin, backpacking in the North Georgia Mountains. 
She obtained a BS in Business Administration from Kennesaw 
State University and soon after her children were born, she 
returned to Kennesaw for a BS in Early Childhood Education. 
Melanie taught pre-K at a private school in Marietta for 13 
years and retired in 2015. Melanie has been a member of 
Georgia ForestWatch since 1998. She is also a member and 
supporter of Mainspring Conservation Trust, The Chattooga 
Conservancy, and Audubon Society. She spends much of her 
time at her family’s cabin in Rabun County, Georgia where 
she enjoys hiking, birdwatching, and kayaking.  

John Moeller lives in Marietta, GA.  He is the CEO of 
Lutheran Services of Georgia in Atlanta and previously 
served as the CEO for Must Ministries.  John has a Master 
of Divinity from Emory University and a BS in Business 
Administration from University of Georgia.  He currently 
serves as a  member of both Gwinnett Human Services 
Coalition and Partnership Gwinnett. With a 20-acre 
farmstead in Gilmer County, John has spent the last 22 years 
of his life getting to know the botanical treasures that its 
north-facing acidic coves and rich cove forests contain, while 
also inventorying its alluvial flood plains, creeks, seeps and 
springs. In addition, he likes to hike and backpack. He hiked 
the AT from Georgia to Maine in 1994.

We appreciate these folks giving their time and energy to 
serving on the ForestWatch Board of Directors!

We want to also thank Richie Deason for his two-year service 
on the Board and the Marketing Committee, as well as his 
company’s donation of a truck. We wish him the best of 
luck as he transitions to CEO/President of Atlantic Coast 
Consulting.  n

Meet the New ForestWatch Board Members
(continued from page 5)

Mark your calendar and watch for alerts!*

Saturday, May 5
John Moeller

A Slow Hike at Wit’s End – Wildflowers & Conasauga History

Wednesday, May 30
Sue Harmon & Anne Hughes

High Shoals Falls

Sunday, June 3
Sue Harmon & Jan Stansell

Little Cedar Mountain

Tuesday, June 26
Sue Harmon, Anne Hughes & Cliff Shaw

Summer Tree ID, Winfield Scott & Sosebee Cove

Tuesday, July 3
Patricia Kyritsi Howell

Medicinal Plants

Saturday, July 14
Sue Harmon, Anne Hughes & Cliff Shaw

Cooper Creek Old Growth:  Valley of the Giants

Saturday, July 21
US Forest Service

Snorkeling

Saturday, August 4
Jess Riddle

Sassafras Mountain Wildflowers

Saturday, September 8
Jess Riddle & Tom Hennigan

Nature Walk at Smithgall Woods

*Please note that Georgia ForestWatch members will receive an 
alert about each outing approximately three weeks prior to the 
event.  In order to give members priority, we will wait four days 
to notify others on our alert list.  We do not take reservations 

in advance of the alert posting.

UPCOMING OUTINGS

Save the Date! 
Make plans now to attend the 

annual Georgia ForestWatch retreat 
and membership meeting at 

Vogel State Park on October 6, 2018.
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PERMIT #5 Visit Us Online at
www.gafw.org

JOIN NOW! Complete this form and mail to:
Georgia ForestWatch, 81 Crown Mountain Pl., Building C, Suite 200, Dahlonega, GA  30533

 Join online at www.gafw.org/membership/ or call 706-867-0051 to join via phone. Either way is paperless!

Georgia ForestWatch Membership Form
Name(s):  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________ E-mail: ___________________________________

Make your conservation statement – go paperless and receive your newsletter via email:

p Yes! I want to go paperless! How did you hear about us? ______________________________________

CHOOSE YOUR GIVING LEVEL
 q  $2,500  President’s Circle
 q  $1,000  Benefactor
 q  $500  Forest Guardian
 q  $250  Supporter
 q  $100  Friend or Small Business
 q  $50 Family
 q  $35  Individual
 q  $20 Student
 q  $ ______ Other amount

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q  Enclosed is cash or check payable to Georgia ForestWatch

q  Charge my credit card:   q  AMEX   q  MasterCard   q  VISA    q  Discover

Signature: _________________________________________________

Account Number: ___________________________________________

Expiration Date:________________________ CVV ________________


